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al Library, it travels
to different locations
within Lee, Tallapoosa
and Elmore County. 

Patrons can go in the 
bookmobile and check 
out their books from 
within the van. In addi-
tion to books, they also 
have audiobooks and 
DVDs. Ruddick said 
the outreach program
likely evolved out of 
the bookmobile.

The outreach pro-
gram delivers books 
to individuals on a

monthly basis. The 
books are delivered 
in crates and there are
two outreach librarians,
Peggy Tuck and Vir-
ginia Orr. Ruddick said 
they work to have a 
variety of book genres
for patrons to choose
from.  

“A big part of our 
collection is large print 
to cater to that older 
demographic that can 
no longer get to the
library very easily and 
can’t see normal print 
books very well any-
more,” Ruddick added.   

Some of their 
patrons will get 10 p g

to 15 books and then
trade it amongst each 
other for the month. 
They also have another 
patron who’s a farmer 
that reads probably 
about two milk crates
full of books a month.

Ruddick said she has 
noticed the impact the
outreach program has 
had on the community 
with letters from fam-
ily members of loved 
ones who have died 
explaining how mean-
ingful the book deliv-
eries were to them.

The book deliveries 
were also important 
during the pandemic.  g p

“What we offered 
was huge because moss
libraries shut down, 
and we shut down at 
certain points, but for 
some people our out-
reach librarians were 
the only people that 
they saw,” Ruddick 
said. “For a lot of peo--
ple, the books are theirr
whole world.”

The outreach pro-
gram is free for those 
in the regional library’’
service area. For more 
information, individu-
als can contact Peggy
Tuck at 256-825-9232 
or email hbrlbkm@
yahoo.com.y
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ke’ benefits concert begins this weekend

e 

said 
founding band member of Black-
berry Breeze Trey Foshee. “Last 
year, we celebrated our milestone 
10th year on stage as a band during 
Memorial Day Weekend with a

concert at Copper’s. This year, we 
couldn’t think of a better way to lift 
up our community than providing a 
fun night of entertainment.”

The concert at Cooper’s Grill
will have two opening musical acts
followed by a performance by Black-
berry Breeze. VIP ticket holders will 
also receive early admission, a din-
ner buffet, VIP seating, a meet and 
greet with Blackberry Breeze and a
commemorative event poster.

The concert will also have a
#DadevilleStrong and military trib-
ute. Additionally, a portion of all 

ticket sales will go toward families 
affected by the April 15 mass shoot--
ing.  

“Our hope is that the ‘Shake The 
Lake’ bash will continue to help heaa
Dadeville, while also saluting those 
who fought for our freedom,” Foshee
said.   

VIP tickets are $75 and general
admission is $23. Tickets can be purr
chased through eventbrite.com undee
“Shake The Lake.” Through rain or 
shine, the concert will be from 5 to 
10:30 p.m. on May 28 at Copper’s
Grill at Stillwaters.

engines, construction and now engines construction and now
meat evaluation have flour-rr
ished too. Free has been at 
Tallassee for 10 years and has 
enjoyed seeing the program
grow.

“What I like about FFA is 
it is good fellowship with stu-
dents,” Free said. “It is good 
team building, leadership 
skills. They are getting skills
here they can’t get anywhere
else.”

Tallassee FFA recently
competed in the Central 
District competition bringing
home the triangle blue ban-
ners. Several qualified for 
the state convention in June
including the aquaculture,
floriculture and nursery land-
scape teams. Free said a trip to 
Lake Martin and Jim Scott’s
garden was a huge help for 
the squad.

“We did it to sharpen 
their identification skills,”
Free said. “We also took the 
aquaculture team because it 
was by the lake. A couple of 
the forestry students went too
because I knew they would 
like it.”

A classroom setting is still
far from the real world and the

visit to the unique garden was 
beneficial for everyone.

“It is one thing to see it 
in the classroom but when
you see the actual thing it is 
great,” Free said. “They see it 
perfectly landscaped. They see 
the clematis growing and see 
the mountain laurels, the lilies, 
and to see that in a design 
is amazing. The kids loved 
going there.”

Tallassee students have
visited the garden twice in
two years.

“Each time has been 
great,” Free said. “The get to 
see a real world application
but what has been even more
interesting is to see the discus-
sion among the students about 
the various species of plants,
debating whether or not they
might be native or not.” 

Students haven’t just been 
waiting for trips or classroom
time to study. Free said mem-
bers of the nursery landscape
team spent part of spring
break working on plant iden-
tification.

“This is a testimony to the 
kind of students we have,”
Free said. “Even during break 
we get together to study 
plants.”

Free said students are 
constantly studying and not 
just in FFA but in his agricul-
ture classes students take for 
credit.

“I’m a plant nerd and I 
extend that to my kids,” Free 
said. “Even in my horticulture 
class, they have to learn. My
goal was 500 plants to have
them learn. They learned 
about 400 which is still
extremely impressive.”

One of the oldest teams for 
Tallassee FFA is the quartet.
It was won at state and per-rr
formed at the National FFA 
Convention three times. Free 
is hopeful it will do well this
year.

“This year’s quarter is 
special,” Free said. “The per-rr
sonalities of the kids this year, 
they are so good. They just 
blend in so well.”

The quartet was started 

Tallassee FFA quartet the nextTallassee FFA quartet the next
year and directed it from theree

“I stayed in it all four 
years,” Cunningham said.
“I was FFA president as a
student. I loved every minute 
of it.”

While Quartet is one of 
the oldest teams for Tallassee 
FFA, Free is proud of the 
efforts of its newest team — 
meat evaluation.

“I’m learning it myself 
too,” Free said. “We don’t 
have any experience in this. Itt
is a really big deal.”

Just for district compe-
tition the team learned to 
identify more than 70 cuts of 
beef, lamb and pork just by 
looking at photographs. Free 
said the team placed third at 
districts and is readying for a 
more vigorous state compe-
tition. Now the team of two 
freshmen and a sophomore 
is trying to figure out how to 
measure without the use of 
a measuring device to deter-rr
mine yield.

All teams are practicing 
two to three times per week,
and Free believes the commuu
nity should be proud of the 
FFA teams and cheer them onn

Members of the Tallassee High School FFA recently visited Jim 
Scott’s Garden on Lake Martin. The students and advisor Dr. 
Daniel Free used the visit as a chance to train for upcoming
state competitions.ACTIONS

MATTER
When our worlds are turned 
upside down by others’ actions 
and when events beyond our 
control shake up to our core, as 
your local newspaper, we pledge 
that our efforts will remain in 
service to our community.

We will continue to provide the 
information and framework 
you need to make informed 
decisions. We remain committed 
to providing fair, factual and 
balanced reporting, along with 
the valuable context on how the 
actions of others affect you.

Local community journalism 
offers stability when you need it 
most. You can continue to count 
on us for REAL NEWS.

BE A READER. SUBSCRIBE. 256-234-4281
alexcityoutlook.com | thewetumpkaherald.com | tallasseetribune.com
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“We just want to do our part,” 
founding band member of Black
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the only people that 
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The outreach pro-
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service area. For more 
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or email hbrlbkm@
yahoo.com.y
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Local community journalism 
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Anniston Star

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Alabama Media Group
Bodycam shows deadly Birmingham 
police chase and shooting
by: Hannah Denham
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Library attacks
by: Williesha Morris, John Sharp, John 
Archibald

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: The Anniston Star
www.annistonstar.com

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: Alabama Media Group
Denied: Alabama’s broken parole system
by: Ivana Hrynkiw
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Alabama’s pandemic unemployment 
fiasco
by: Sarah Whites-Koditschek
3rd: The Anniston Star
Cleburne Quarry
by: staff

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Matt Stahl, Peter Rauterkus, Nick Kelly

BEST LOCAL
ECONOMIC COVERAGE
1st: The Anniston Star
by: Timothy Cash, Bill Wilson, Sherry Kughn
2nd: Alabama Media Group
by: Hannah Denham, John Sharp

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Rebecca Griesbach, Alaina Bookman
2nd: The Anniston Star
by: Ashley Morrison, Sherry Kughn
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
by: Jasmine Hollie

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Kayode Crown, Joseph D. Bryant, 
Maggie Kates
2nd: The Anniston Star
by: Sherry Kughn, Bill Wilson

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY
1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama executes Kenneth Eugene 
Smith by new nitrogen gas method
by: Ivana Hrynkiw
2nd: Alabama Media Group
‘None of you are pregnant’: Paid 
parental leave bill sparks emotions in 
Alabama Senate
by: John Sharp
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
’A sad day for MPS’: School board  
accepts Superintendent Melvin Brown’s 
resignation
by: Alex Gladden

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama’s health care deserts
by: Savannah Tryens-Fernandes
2nd: Alabama Media Group
He’s been on death row for decades. 
Alabama ‘downplays’ DNA that points 
to someone else
by: Ivana Hrynkiw
3rd: Alabama Media Group
It’s almost weed. And it’s taking Ala-
bama by storm: ‘A big human guinea pig 
experiment.’ 
by: Amy Yurkanin, Challen Stephens

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
TikTok’s murky future threatens stability 
for small businesses across Alabama
by: Sarah Clifton
2nd: Alabama Media Group
The final decline of Birmingham-
Southern College: New tax records show 
pattern of losing money
by: Hannah Denham
3rd: Alabama Media Group
Why the union vote failed at Alabama’s 

Mercedes-Benz plant 
by: William Thornton

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
Their parents died during COVID. Now, 
a Birmingham nonprofit is helping them 
out of homelessness
by: Savannah Tryens-Fernandes
2nd: The Anniston Star
Coal shacks a reminder of a town gone by
by: Sherry Kughn, Bill Wilson
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
How a one-armed former slave united 
Montgomery in the early 1900s
by: Shannon Heupel

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama girl, 11, dies by suicide: 
‘Teach your kids to be kind,’ family says
by: Carol Robinson
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Can Five Points South recover after 
mass shooting?
by: Greg Garrison
3rd: Alabama Media Group
‘I just held him and prayed,’ 16-year-
old boy killed in Birmingham shoot-
ing died in parents’ arms
by: Carol Robinson

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Please don’t do that again, Katie Britt
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: Alabama Media Group
How Nick Saban drove me away from 
Bryant-Denny Stadium
by: John Archibald
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Confessions of an Alabama football 
season ticket holder
by: Ken Roberts
3rd: The Anniston Star
By the bootstraps
by: Lisa Davis

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN
1st: Alabama Media Group
Who killed Daniel Williams? A tale of 
terror in Alabama prisons
by: John Archibald
2nd: Alabama Media Group
We banned ‘divisive concepts.’ So, why 
do we still have Confederate holidays?
by: Roy S. Johnson
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Hunting with Tuscaloosa’s ‘Snake Lady’
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Roy S. Johnson
2nd: Alabama Media Group
by: Kyle Whitmire

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
The complicated legacy of Birmingham’s 
white baseball legends
by: Creg Stephenson
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
ALS has broken ex-Alabama football 
player Kerry Goode’s body, but can’t 
break his spirit
by: Chase Goodbread

The Anniston Star |
Best Feature Story Coverage
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3rd: Alabama Media Group
Boosters started a nonprofit to pay 
Alabama athletes millions. Now, it’s 
shutting down.
by: Hannah Denham

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: Alabama Media Group
Inside Auburn’s 15-play, 74-yard 
drive to send the Texas A&M game 
to overtime
by: Peter Rauterkus
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Nick Saban retires as Alabama football 
coach
by: staff
3rd: The Anniston Star
Hit girl Jones Hubbard ends Jax State 
softball win with blast off the scoreboard
by: Mark Edwards

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: Alabama Media Group
The story behind this Alabama basketball 
fan’s wild, scary journey to the Final Four 
by: Bob Carlton
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Scenes from Tuscaloosa’s first full day 
after Nick Saban’s retirement 
by: Matt Stahl
3rd: The Anniston Star
It’s all about family for Ace Austin, Ala-
bama’s newest baseball signee
by: Mark Edwards

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: Alabama Media Group
Nick Saban is the new face of an old scam
by: Joseph Goodman
2nd: The Anniston Star
Alabama committed to Saban and he 
committed to Alabama in return 
by: Mark Edwards
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
My experience covering Auburn basket-
ball at Duke’s Cameron Indoor Stadium
by: Adam Cole

BEST FEATURE PHOTO

1st: Alabama Media Group
Coates-Thornton reunion
by: Tamika Moore
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Color Run
by: Jake Crandall
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Arts N Autism Festival
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Shooting victim
by: Mickey Welsh
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Lanier’s last graduate
by: Mickey Welsh
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Trump at Bryant-Denny Stadium
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Kaulton Street Shooting
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Barbershop fire
by: Mickey Welsh

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Mohamed Wague Dunks With a 
Smile
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Alabama LSU Rebound Scuffle
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Tuscaloosa Academy Fingertip Catch
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Monument to Freedom
by: Mickey Welsh
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Beyond the Horizon Air Show
by: Jake Crandall
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Beating the heat
by: Mickey Welsh

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS

1st: Alabama Media Group
Life’s a process 
by: JD Crowe, Joseph Goodman
2nd: Alabama Media Group
The Mount Rushmore of Alabama Barbecue
by: Bob Carlton, J.D. Crowe

BEST HEADLINE
1st: Alabama Media Group
The genie is out of the bong in Alabama 
by: Challen Stephens, John Archibald
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Gordon Ramsay fumes, hurls pork chop 
cooked by Alabama child: ‘I messed up’
by: Mary Colurso, Ben Flanagan
3rd: Alabama Media Group
Man stuck in urn at Mountain Brook 
party loses pants, breaks expensive vase 
and Alabama Internet
by: Howard Koplowitz, Jeremy Gray

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Alabama Media Group
Descendants of Alabama slaves reunite 
in old plantation house
by: Bill Thornton, Tamika Moore, Aman-
da Khorramabadi
2nd: Alabama Media Group
The moment of truth for Alabama coach 
Kalen DeBoer
by: Nick Kelly, Clay Yeager
3rd: Alabama Media Group
JD Crowe Cartoons
by: JD Crowe

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama Supreme Court rules embryos 
are children, halting IVF
by: staff
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Mass shooting at Hush lounge
by: Carol Robinson, Hannah Denham, staff

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: Alabama Media Group
If you could change one thing about 
Alabama...
by: Tandra Smith, Monica Keener, Heather 
Gann

Alabama Media Group |
Best Headline

Montgomery Advertiser |
Best Feature Photo

The Tuscaloosa News |
Best Sports Single Event
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2nd: Alabama Media Group
Will legal marijuana ever come to Alabama?
by: Monica Keener
3rd: Alabama Media Group
Youth homelessness in Alabama
by: Monica Keener

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Alabama Media Group
Down in Alabama
by: Ike Morgan, John Hammontree
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Beat Everyone
by: Ben Flanagan, John Hammontree, 
staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(< THAN 2 MINUTES) 
1st: Alabama Media Group
Denied: Alabama’s Broken Parole System
by: Amanda Khorramabadi, Ivana Hrynkiw
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Birmingham mass shooting
by: Amanda Khorramabadi
3rd: Alabama Media Group
The two voices of Katie Britt
by: Amanda Khorramabadi

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)  
1st: Alabama Media Group
Days and Hours Matter Here: Alabami-
ans speak out against Alabama Supreme 
Court IVF ruling
by: Anissa Latham-Brown, John Ham-
montree, Dawson Estes
2nd: Alabama Media Group
How one Alabama woman is getting 
people to the polls
by: Amanda Khorramabadi
3rd: Alabama Media Group
Hush Lounge Shooting Arrest Reveals 
tragic links in 11 Homicides
by: Anissa Latham-Brown

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: Alabama Media Group
AL.com 2nd Congressional District debate
by: Kent Faulk, Ivana Hrynkiw, staff

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: The Cullman Times
Information uncovered in kidnapping arrest
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Finding a New Ambulance Contract
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Should transparency be the cost of 
donations 
by: Noah Galilee

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
www.jcsentinel.com
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
www.alexcityoutlook.com
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
www.clantonadvertiser.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
by: staff
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
by: TVM, Dustin Isom
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
by: Lee Champion

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Chamber Chat Podcast
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Cullman Times
Water, electrical issues cited by mobile 
home park residents
by: Patrick Camp
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Free obituary service
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Nicole Smith, Ed Howell
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Cullman Times
by: Jake Winfrey, Amanda Shavers, staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
by: Jason Bowen
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Nick Griffin, Sammy Confer, Katie 
Drummond

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
by: Katie Hightower, Hunter Jones
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
by: staff
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Nicole Smith
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
by: Peggy M. Himburg, Katie Hightower, 
Baylee Sumner

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Cullman Tribune
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
by: Annie Bresee, Charlotte Reames

Jackson County Sentinel
| Best Editorial 

Page or Section
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

" Cherish all your 
happy moments; they 
make a fine cushion for 
old age.

Letters to 
the Editor

Send your

to
editor.jc@southerntorch.com

—  B O O T H  TA R K I N G T O N

YOUR VIEW

COMMENTARY | STEVE FLOWERS

Sometimes a child reminds us 
where we’ve been, where we are, and 
where we are going.

Recently at my television station, 
we were visited by a family with a 
10-year-old girl. A “little lady” if you 
will. She was prim and proper, well 
dressed, and well spoken.

As she and her family members 
were making the rounds, a newsroom 
guy leading the tour made a mistake, 
and uttered the word, “shoot,” as 
in “Shoot, I forgot to take you over 
here.”

The little girl was taken aback. 
“I heard that,” she said. “You heard 
what?” said our man. “I heard 
that word you said,” she replied. 
Surprised, he said, “All I said was 
shoot.” She said, “My papaw says 
swear words sometimes, but I let him 
know about it!”

As that story was shared around 
the studio, we were all a bit surprised, 
and very thankful the young lady 
had missed out on far more colorful 
language that is often heard in a TV 
newsroom.

Growing up, my home was filled 
with the PG versions of various curse 
words. It was okay to say shoot, 
dadgum, son of a gun, dang it, heck 
fire, and “Oh my gosh.”

In my family’s store, construction 
workers would occasionally let it rip. 
If one of them accidentally dropped 
a bottle of Dr. Pepper on the floor, I 
can assure you the words that flew 
out of his mouth were not “Well, 
shoot!”

My vocabulary was expanded in 
elementary school. Some of my peers 
had been exposed to a wider variety 
of swear words than I had. Of course, 
in order to hang with the cool crowd, 

I would have to use them too. That 
is, until I let one slip at home. “Don’t 
let your daddy hear you say that!” 
Message received.

As unusual as our little visitor’s 
reaction was, it was actually rather 
refreshing. I found myself wondering 
if she had any 
exposure to the 
television, movie, 
video game and 
streaming channels 
that are prevalent 
in most homes. 
Social media sites 
are packed with 
clips of toddlers 
saying naughty 
words. Parents (and 
viewers) think it is 
hilarious to hear a 2-year-old swear 
like a sailor.

These kids come by it naturally. 
They repeat what they hear from 
their parents and grandparents, and 
from the TV screens and I-Pads 
that are constantly blaring in the 
background. The off-color language 
is not just from risque sitcoms and 
reality shows. Watch any political 
channel that masquerades as a news 
network, and within minutes you’re 
likely to hear a barrage of obscenities 
and epithets.

It’s strange when you think about 
it. Politicians who campaign on a 
platform to revert America to the 
Mayberry era spew words that Andy 
and Barney would have frowned 
upon. Even Gomer Pyle drew the line 
at “Gol-lee!”

Our current presidential 
candidates are not exactly setting 
the best example, but it appears 
their followers approve. In the 

2020 campaign, then-candidate Joe 
Biden famously promised to end 
the “malarkey,” an approved word 
during my youth, even though I 
knew it meant something else. More 
recently, his off-the-record language 
has become more authentic, as he 
has been caught on live microphones 
telling us what he really thinks about 
Donald Trump.

Speaking of Trump, even his 
recorded use of a vulgar slang word 
depicting a woman’s private area 
didn’t offend most of his followers, 
so he has gradually expanded his 
off-color comments. Most of his 
campaign speeches are carried on live 
TV, and anything goes.

During his presidency, Trump 
spoke to the National Boy Scout 
Jamboree, and went so far off the 
rails that the organization’s chief 
apologized to Boy Scouts and their 
parents. Since then, his language has 
gotten more profane, as his audience 
members roar their approval.

We’ve come a long way since the 
days of John Nance Garner, who was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s vice president 
in the 1930s. He was reported to have 
described the job of VP as “not worth 
a bucket of warm spit.” We later 
learned he did not say “spit,” instead 
using a slang word for another bodily 
fluid. Perhaps he needed a 10-year-
old granddaughter to keep him in 
line. Maybe we all do.

David Carroll is a Chattanooga 
news anchor, and his new book 
“I Won’t Be Your Escape Goat” 
is available on his website, 
ChattanoogaRadioTV.com. You 
may contact him at 900 Whitehall 
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37405, or 
at RadioTV2020@yahoo.com.

Those of you who live in the new 
2nd congressional district have runoffs 
this coming Tuesday, April 16.  This is 
the most interesting and entertaining 
political contest in Alabama this year.

This new seat is comprised of 
all of Montgomery County, as well 
as most of the more rural counties 
surrounding Montgomery, including 
Macon, Lowndes, Bullock, Pike, Butler, 
Crenshaw, Barbour, and Russell.  It 
continues through rural Black Belt 
counties like an arrow towards Mobile 
and gathers most of the Black voters in 
Mobile.

This gerrymandered new district 
was created by the federal courts to 
implement a new Democratic Black 
District in the Heart of Dixie.  Currently, 
we have six Republican congressmen 
and one Democrat.  If the court plan 
succeeds with the election of a new Black 
congressman to join our lone Democrat, 
Terri Sewell, then we will have two 
Democrats and five Republicans 
representing us on the Potomac.  The 
Democrat will be favored to win this seat 
come November. 

Alabama has a super majority 
Republican legislature, which diligently 
fought the court, to make it a less 
Democratic district.  However, their 
arguments to the court were very 
lame.  The argument that because 
Mobile County had never been split 
in half and the county needed to be 
together because of a “community of 
interest” flew in the face of what the 
court was asking for and actually made 
the plaintiffs’ case for them.  If you 
know that area of the state, you also 
know that those seven aforementioned 
counties surrounding Montgomery 
have more of a “community of interest” 

with Montgomery than Black voters in 
Mobile/Pritchard have with White flight 
Baldwin County Republicans.

Half of the folks in the counties south 
of Montgomery have kinfolks, brothers, 
cousins, and grandchildren that live in 
Montgomery.  Most of those people 
have moved from those counties to 
Montgomery to work or still live there 
and commute.  They have shopped and 
gone to the doctor 
in Montgomery 
and watched 
Montgomery 
television stations 
for generations.

Bless the 
folks in Macon 
County’s heart. 
The most historic 
Black city in the 
country, Tuskegee, 
along with the rich HBCU Tuskegee 
University legacy have been stuck in 
the bottom of the gerrymandered 
Republican 3rd district for decades with 
a White Republican congressman from 
Anniston supposedly representing them.  
You cannot tell me that the good folks of 
Macon County will not be more at home 
with and better taken care of by having 
a congressman of their persuasion who 
knows their interests.

The Democratic runoff will be 
between Mobilian Shomari Figures and 
Huntsville State Representative Anthony 
Daniels.  Some of you may be scratching 
your head and asking how in the world 
a Representative from Huntsville is 
running for Congress in South Alabama. 
Federal law does not require a person to 
live in the district to run for Congress. 

A host of Anthony’s legislative 
colleagues attempted to use this 

carpetbagging loophole to capture this 
new open perceived Democratic seat, 
but it did not work out too well for 
them. The homegrown boy Shomari 
Figures trounced them, especially in his 
home county of Mobile. It did not hurt 
that Shomari’s mother, Vivian Figures, 
is probably one of the most popular 
Democratic State Senators in the history 
of the Port City. 

One of the more remarkable victories 
for Figures in the March 5 primary, 
was the amazing vote he received in 
Montgomery. Figures campaigned 
extensively in the two urban vote centers 
of Mobile and Montgomery and it paid 
dividends.  He got a whopping 50% 
of the vote in Mobile. That means he 
outdistanced all 10 of his opponents 
combined.  His 40% of the vote in 
Montgomery was even more amazing. 
He crushed Joe Reed’s vaunted ADC 
machine, who backed Mobile State 
Representative Napoleon Bracy.

Bracy finished a distant third in 
the race with 15%. It stands to reason 
that Bracy’s votes will accrue to this 
fellow Mobilian on Tuesday.  Shomari 
Figures has a substantial lead going 
into next week and his lead is probably 
insurmountable.

In the Republican primary, 
former Montgomery State Senator 
Dick Brewbaker led young Attorney 
Caroleene Dobson 39% to 27%. 
Brewbaker won most of his votes in his 
home county of Montgomery where he 
garnered an impressive 67% of the vote. 
If Caroleene is to overtake him, she will 
have to do it in Mobile and the southern 
portion of the new district.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading 
political columnist.  Steve may be 
reached at www.steveflowers.us.
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YOUR VIEW

Dear Editor: 
History: a chronological record of 

significant events. History is what we 
study in an attempt to avoid repeating 
the mistakes of the past.

Math: rigorously exact; precise; 
certain. Math is the key to the universe. 

I decided to make a list of the laws 
that democrats or republicans had 
passed that benefit working people, 
elderly people, and underprivileged 
people. Here are some of the laws that 
were passed by democrats: 

The Fair Labor Standards Act- it 
contains the child labor laws and the 
minimum wage law. (I got a raise when 
minimum wage increased from one 
dollar to one dollar and a quarter.)

Social Security – almost seventy 
percent of retirees rely on this benefit 
to live on, in some cases, it is their only 
income. 

Medicare- some retirees only form 
of medical insurance. 

Medicaid- some healthcare benefit 
for the underprivileged. 

The Affordable Care Act – provides 
medical insurance for millions that 
might otherwise have no health 
insurance.

The American Rescue Plan- enables 
infrastructure, workforce development, 
business facilities and planning grants, 
provides jobs, encourages travel & 
tourism. 

These are only a sample of the laws 
that democrats have passed to help 
working people, elderly people, and 
underprivileged people. I could only 
find one thing that republicans claim 
they have done for us. They put more 
money in the wealthy man’s pockets 
saying that when their pockets get full, 
some of it will trickle down and we 
will get part of it. They are unaware 
of their greed. I only see them sew on 
bigger pockets; this is why I vote for the 
democrat. 

Daddy sometimes would say 
“you should not bite the hand that 
feeds you.” That is why I vote for the 
democrat; it is history and math. The 
government should stand between the 
multi-billionaires to offer protection 
to the working class, elderly and 
underprivileged. 

Working together we can make life 
better!

George O. Lewis
Scottsboro, AL

History 
and Math

The Cullman Times |
Best Public Service

PATRICK CAMP
pcamp@cullmantimes.com

WEST POINT — Residents 
of a West Point mobile home 
community were without 
water for almost two weeks 
after a cold front swept over 
North Alabama earlier this 
month. Property man-
agement said as of Friday, 
Jan. 26, services have been 
restored to all homes within 
the park, but many residents 
say this was only the latest 
issue in a long list of griev-
ances.

One of the park’s resi-
dents, Johnathon Warden, 
said the entire park had 
been without water when 
he contacted The Times on 
Monday, Jan. 22. He said he 
had been forced to make 
routine visits to his father’s 

house to shower and fill 
containers to handle daily 
tasks.

Tracy McRea, a disabled 
51-year-old resident, said 
she and her husband began 
storing water in prepara-
tion for the recent winter 
weather event after recall-
ing the time when the park’s 
water lines froze for eight 
days in December 2022. She 
began reaching out to the 
property manager, Victor 
Reese, Sunday, Jan. 13, after 
she noticed a drastic drop 
in water pressure inside her 
home, but did not receive a 
reply until a television news 
crew visited the park 10 
days later. Reese told those 
reporters that water had 
been available for residents 
inside the park’s onsite 
office, and told The Times 

the same when reached by 
phone Friday, Jan. 26. McRea 
said that was the first she 
had heard about the avail-
able water.

“Our water pressure 
started decreasing on Jan. 
13, the Saturday before that 
cold weather came through. 
It had gotten down so low 
by Sunday that we couldn’t 
even take a shower then. I 
texted [Reese] to see if he 
knew about the water on 
Sunday,” McRea said. “That’s 
how I know [that] them 
saying they offered us water 
was a lie. Because I texted 
him again on Monday [Jan. 
15] and he never replied to 
any of my texts asking what 
was wrong with the water. 
The first day he replied was 
the day the news came out 
here.”

One of the five property 
owners making up RCH 
Development, Kathy Chan-
dler, said that residents 
were able to submit mainte-
nance requests to Reese for 
record keeping purposes. 
However, McRea and many 
other residents who spoke 
to The Times said they 
began texting Reese after he 
refused to provide copies of 
complaints and was unable 
to provide copies of signed 
lease agreements.

McRea shared with The 
Times her text conversation 
with Reese, which showed 
10 messages sent to him 
between Sunday, Jan. 13 and 
Wednesday Jan. 24, before, 
according to her visible 
texts, Reese responded. 
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Water, electrical issues cited by 
mobile home park residents

PATRICK CAMP | THE CULLMAN TIMES

Tracy McRea, a 52-year-old resident of the West Point mobile home park, shows The Times a hole in her hallway floor located just 
in front of her dryer Thursday, Jan. 25.

February Agriplex programs
prepare community for spring

BENJAMIN BULLARD
bbullard@cullmantimes.com

With the new year now in 
full swing, the North Ala-
bama Agriplex isn’t just pre-
paring for the start of a new 
month of hands-on learning 
opportunities; it’s sowing 
the seeds for a full slate of 
educational programs that’ll 
see both young and grown-up 
learners all the way through 
spring.

Advance registration for 
all of the Cullman-based 
nonprofit’s classes, from now 
through the month of May, 
is available online via the 
Agriplex’s website (agriplex.
org). With a busy lineup of ex-
pert-led outdoor and agricul-
tural courses pitched at both 

kids and adults, the Agriplex 
requires registration for most 
of its programs — and, since 
seating space is limited, it 
pays to sign up early.

The start of February ro-
tates a new roster of cours-
es onto the calendar, with 
many casting a prepared 
eye toward the start of the 
springtime growing season. 
There are classes on how to 
prune fruit trees and whip up 
resourcefully easy meals for 
adults, while kids get their 
pick from a class lineup that 
includes lessons on poultry 
(plus how to make your own 
ceramic chicken figurine) or 
exploring the sensory world 
through a bunny’s delicate 

Immunizations,
immunization certificates 

will be unavailable 
Jan. 31-Feb. 2

ADHP

Due to upgrades in the 
Alabama Department of 
Public Health Immuni-
zation Registry System, 
ImmPRINT, county health 
departments in Alabama 
will be unable to provide 
immunizations or certif-
icates of immunization 
(COIs) Wednesday, Jan. 
31-Friday, Feb. 2.

County health depart-
ments will be open regular 
hours on these days, and 
other clinics and services 
will be available to the 
public.

The section of Arnold 
Street NE in Cullman, 
between 1st and 2nd Ave 
NE (next to Depot Park) will 
remain closed until work 
on crosswalks is completed. 
1st and 2nd Avenues NE 
will remain open.

| ROad CLOSUReS |

| TRaFFIC |

The Alabama Department 
of Transportation advises 
motorists that nighttime 
single-lane closures on the 
Interstate 65 Tennessee 
River Bridges are between 
6 p.m. and 6 a.m. Sunday- 
Friday through February, to 
install rigging. The contrac-
tor plans to alternate lane 
closures between the south-
bound and northbound 
bridges from week to week. 
A southbound lane closure 
is planned for next week.

Motorists can see a live 
view of traffic conditions 
via algotraffic.com or the 
ALGO Traffic App before 
traveling. Follow ALDOT 
North Region on X @AL-
DOT_NRegion for project 
updates.

FILE

Terry and Vicki Bagley pick out saplings with the help of Cullman 
Forestry Planning Committee President Stan Wood during the Febru-
ary 2020, Arbor Day Tree Sale at the North Alabama Agriplex.SEE AGRIPLEX, P2

SEE MOBILE HOME PARK , P2



6
Editorial Contest
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BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Going to work: 100-plus apply for posi-
tions at Topre 
by: Noah Galilee
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Force of Nature Severe weather sweeps 
through Chilton County
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Sen. Garlan Gudger elected Alabama 
Senate president pro tempore 
by: Noah Galilee

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Carbon Hill Financials
by: Ed Howell
2nd: The Cullman Times
Questions arise about commissioner’s 
residence
by: Patrick Camp
3rd: The Daily Mountain Eagle
The passing of Jasper Mayor David O’Mary
by: staff

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Hometown Meat Market
by: Hunter Jones
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Valle Grande opens doors at Clanton 
restaurant

by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Construction takes a toll
by: Annie Bresee

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
The Waving Man of Maplesville
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Sister recalls brother as Jasper’s first 
Vietnam death
by: Ed Howell
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Gage Roper Honorary Firefighter Feature
by: Carey Reeder

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Dell’s Heart is Big
by: Charlotte Reames
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Bridge project impacts some Jasper 
businesses
by: staff
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Alexander City family loses home in storm
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Should transparency be the price of our 
donations?
by: Noah Galilee
2nd: The Valley 
Times-News 
(Lanett)
What is Progress
by: Annie Bresee
3rd: The Outlook 
(Alexander City)
City council appoint-
ment needs better 
process
by: Lizi Arbogast 
Gwin

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
CCSO nabs grouchy, green subject
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Who else is running?
by: David Carroll
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
Cornbread 101
by: Joe Hobby

BEST HUMAN 
INTEREST COLUMN
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
The last newspaperman
by: Danielle Kirkland
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
Thankful for driver’s education
by: David Carroll
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Remembering NASCAR, Alabama 
legend Bobby Allison
by: Carey Reeder

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Carey’s Corner
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Bill King

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Vann hired as new Scottsboro coach
by: Jason Bowen
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Nathaniel Watson NFL Draft Journey 
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Tanner Jones MLB Draft Journey
by: Carey Reeder

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: The Cullman Times
Top-ranked Raiders cap dominant post-
season run with Class 4A title
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
The Queen’s Court
by: Henry Zimmer
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Burning the midnight oil
by: Jason Bowen

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Maplesville Tradition-Red Devils’ pro-

The Cullman Tribune | 
Best Spot News Story

Daily Mountain Eagle 
| Best Sports Feature Story
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gram built into one of Alabama’s best
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
‘This is an exciting day’
by: Nick Griffin
3rd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Ayden Payne begins road to recovery
by: Johnathan Bentley

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN

1st: The 
Clanton 
Advertiser
Player safety 
must be a 
priority
by: Carey 
Reeder
2nd: The 
Outlook 
(Alexander 
City)
Let’s be more 
like Malcolm 
Simmons
by: Lizi Arbo-
gast Gwin
3rd: The 
Valley 
Times-News 
(Lanett)
Caden Tellier
by: Annie 
Bresee

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Cullman Tribune
A guest reaches out to pet one of the 
horses at this year’s Special Needs Rodeo
by: Nick Griffin
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Art and Magic
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Hail to the Queens
by: Carey Reeder

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Unity Picnic

by: Abigail Murphy
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
When life gives you lemons
by: Danielle Kirkland
3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Homecoming Queen
by: Annie Bresee

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Armed Robbery High Speed Chase
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Force of Nature
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
A New Chapter
by: Carey Reeder

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Back for Revenge
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
A Good Hope runner slides home safely
by: Nick Griffin
3rd: The Cullman Times
Losing Head
by: Amanda Shavers

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: The Cullman Tribune
2024 in images 
by: Sherry Brown
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
77th Chilton County kicked off with 
Peach Jam
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Sun Festival hosts events across Alex City
by: staff 

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
At the rodeo
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
Fireworks Safety
by: Elizabeth Law

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
School Bus Safety
by: Elizabeth Law

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Hello fall, you gourd-geous thing
by: Cheyenne Sharp
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Rodeo Reigns
by: Marla Ballard
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
When life gives you lemons
by: Danielle Kirkland

BEST SPECIAL 
SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT
1st: The Daily Home (Talladega)
Update 2024
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander 
City)
Gridiron Guide
3rd: The Daily Home
My Hometown

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander 
City)
South’s Best Kept Secret
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Football Fanatics
by: Noah Galilee, Nick Griffin, 
Dustin Isom
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
InSight

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: The Outlook (Alexander 
City)
Creature Chronicles
by: Abigail Murphy, Henry Zimmer
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Daybreak
by: Noah Galilee
3rd: The Outlook
Firetruck Santa
by: staff

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Quanisha Davis
by: Melody Rathel, Lizi Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Outlook
Alex City microburst
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin, Melody Rathel 
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
School threats deemed not credible, 
arrest made
by: Carey Reeder

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Daily Mountain Eagle Social Media
by: staff

The Outlook | Best Use of Video 
(> 2 minutes)

The Clanton Advertiser 
| Best Spot News Photo

The Valley Times-News | 
Best Local Sports Column
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2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Daybreak
by: Noah Galilee
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Social Media
by: Carey Reeder

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Bedtime Stories
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, communi-
ty members
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Cullman Today
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(< THAN 2 MINUTES) 
1st: The Cullman Tribune
T-Rex hosts Dinosaur Tea Party at Cull-
man County Public Library
by: Jen Baker
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Van’s Sporting Goods celebrates grand 
opening of Leupold Optics Shop in Shop
by: Jen Baker
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Academy Sports + Outdoors set to open 
September 2025
by: Jen Baker

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)  
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Look back on January 2023 tornado
by: Abigail Murphy
2nd: The Outlook
Mano e Mano: Henry & Malcolm
by: staff
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Cullman Today
by: Katie Spicer, Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
2024 Chilton County Best Of Contest
by: staff

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Battle of Breakaway Pointe
by: Noah Wortham
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Helena TAG grant discrepancy leads to 
more open government
by: Don Mottern, Mackenzee Simms
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
“Less lethal — Police stun gun usage 
varies by department”
by: Lagniappe staff

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
www.bizjournals.com/birmingham
2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
www.citizenofeastalabama.com
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
www.lagniappemobile.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Mobile Baykeeper Takes on U.S. Army 
Corps over ‘Federal Mud Dumping’
by: Scott Johnson
2nd: Lagniappe
Shocking — Public entities in Alabama 
have seen electrical costs skyrocket at 
twice national average
3rd: Lagniappe
Alabama prosecutors hit retirement jack-
pot with phase-out of supernumerary role
by: Scott Johnson

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Citizen of East 
Alabama (Phenix City)
3rd: Birmingham Business 
Journal

BEST LIFESTYLE/
FAMILY PAGES
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
by: Cara Clark, Toni Shah

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
by: staff
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Andrew Simonson

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Illyshia Parker, Stuart Dyos, A.J. 
O’Leary
2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
by: Toni Shah, Katelyn McCormick
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Stephanie Rebman, A.J. O’Leary, 
Harper Harwell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: staff
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell

The Choctaw Sun-Advocate | 
Best Business Story or Column

Lagniappe | FOI-First 
Amendment Award
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BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Connor Bucy, Rowan Futrell, Jamie 
Dawkins
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
by: staff

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Laurie Lawrence
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
by: staff

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Owl-mageddon — Hooters harass Mid-
town residents
by: Brady Petree
2nd: Lagniappe
Mobile County constable races decided 
by drawing straws
by: Brady Petree
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Columbiana remembers Charity Snow
by: Noah Wortham

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Mobile judicial candidate accused of 
using 2003 police killing for political gain
by: Scott Johnson

2nd: Lagniappe
Immigration issues in Baldwin County
by: Kyle Hamrick
3rd: Lagniappe
In the Matrix — Auburn University pays 
$1 million a year to controversial firm
by: Rob Holbert

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Corporations increasingly target clean 
energy. Can Alabama deliver?
by: Scott Johnson
2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Neil Koon retires
by: Toni Shah, Denise DuBois
3rd: Lagniappe
Homegrown half shells — Mobile Bay 
oyster farmers serve the South, advocate 
for local support
by: Kyle Hamrick

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Arches in the stream — Tribute to Corps 
general eclipsed by Dolly’s ‘attributes’
by: Kyle Hamrick
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Cooking for the Crown
by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: Lagniappe
Raising the (sand) bar — Coastal entre-
preneur pushing boundaries of castle 
sculpting
by: Brady Petree

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Mobile Alabama was Ground-Zero for 
IVF debate
by: Scott Johnson
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Extending the DEI invitation
by: Illyshia Parker
3rd: Lagniappe
Beneficial use projects are buying time 
for Alabama’s coastal shorelines
by: Scott Johnson

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Montgomery Independent
If You Disregard The Rules Should You 
Be Rewarded For It?
by: Brian Hodge
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Affordable Housing
by: Stephanie Rebman
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Tears and Tassels
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Adventures in colon care
by: Rob Holbert
2nd: Lagniappe
Breaking Bad on the West End
by: Ashley Trice
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Use Your Head
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMAN INTEREST
COLUMN
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Reading between the lines
by: Donald Mottern

The Sand Mountain 
Reporter | Best Sports 

Single Event Story

The Advertiser Gleam 
Reporter | Best Human 

Interest Column
Wednesday,  OctOber 23, 2024 | b3the sand MOuntain repOrter spOrts

Bentley Gray Photography  
Boaz quarterback Tyler Pierce dives across the goal line to score the game-winning touchdown with 15 seconds left in Friday night’s Class 5A, Region 8 war against No. 2 Guntersville.

Pirates upset No. 2 Wildcats in a thriller
left in the game, Pierce 
ran for the game-ending 
11-yard touchdown.

Pierce finished going 
15 of 30 for 246 pass-
ing yards and four TDs. 
Pierce also added 10 
carries for 71 yards and 
a rushing touchdown.

Childers led the 
running backs with 28 
carries for 116 yards 
and a rushing touch-
down. Bennett led the 
receiving corps with 
eight catches for 132 
yards and two receiving 
touchdowns. Arreguin 
went 6-for-6 on PAT 
attempts.  

Smith finished the 
game going 13 of 20 
for 230 passing yards 
and two passing touch-
downs. Smith also ran 
the ball eight times for 
35 yards. 

Jordan ran the ball 
11 times for 62 yards 
and two rushing touch-
downs. Jordan also 
led the receivers with 
four catches for 111 
yards and a receiving 
touchdown. Delva had 
12 carries for 58 rush-
ing yards. Manganaris 
went 5-for-5 on PAT 
attempts.

Boaz head coach Jer-
emy Sullivan was proud 

that his team was able 
to beat Guntersville. 

“I’m just super proud 
of my kids. Guntersville 
is such a good football 
team, as they have so 
many great players. 
They play so hard and 
are well-coached. There 
is no one in the coach-
ing profession that 
I think more of than 
Lance Reese and the 
guys he has with him. 
He is a class act. Any-
time we can find a way 
to get a win and have 
one more point than 
them is an accomplish-
ment,” Sullivan said.

An emotional Sulli-
van was thrilled that his 
team was able to get a 
win on Senior Night.

“I got a son that is a 
senior. It has been an 
emotional night and it 
just means the world to 
me. I have been with 
those kids for so long 
and they worked their 
tails off. I am just so 
proud of them,” Sulli-
van said.

Boaz will travel to 
face off against Arab 
next week. Guntersville 
will look to bounce 
back with a region 
win against Douglas at 
Chorba-Lee Stadium.

guin made the PAT.
Guntersville’s next 

drive came to a quick 
halt, due to the Pirates 
defense. After two short 
gains on first and sec-
ond down, Smith made 
an incomplete pass on 
third down that caused 
Guntersville to suffer 
another three-and-out.

Boaz turned the 
tables on Guntersville, 
as they took their own 
two-touchdown lead. 
Pierce threw another 
deep ball to senior re-
ceiver Landen Alexan-
der for a 49-yard touch-
down. This was Pierce’s 
fourth and final passing 
touchdown of the night. 
Arreguin made the PAT, 
extending the lead to 
35-21.

The third quarter end-
ed in madness, as on the 
next GHS possession, 
Jordan ran the kick-
off back for a 95-yard 
touchdown. Manganaris 
made the PAT. The 
game was 35-28 enter-
ing the fourth quarter.

After punts from 
both teams at the start 
of the fourth quarter, 
Boaz started their 11th 
offensive possession of 
the game at the 43-yard 
line. The drive ended af-
ter a fumble by Childers 
was picked up by Avery.

It only took one play 
after the fumble recov-
ery for the Wildcats 
to tie the game. Smith 
completed a 68-yard 
pass to junior receiver 
Dadrien Waller that put 
the score to a 35-35 tie.

Boaz’s final drive 
started with 1:43 left on 
the clock. After a per-
sonal foul penalty and a 
pass interference call on 
Guntersville, Boaz was 
set up at the 11-yard 
line. With 15 seconds 

By DRUW GIAMALVA
The Reporter
BOAZ – The Boaz 

Pirates and the No. 2 
Guntersville Wildcats 
put on a classic on Fri-
day night, Oct. 18.

The two teams com-
bined for 77 points, 
810 total yards and 
11 touchdowns. Boaz 
came out on top 42-
35 after overcoming a 
two-touchdown defi-
cit early in the game. 
Senior quarterback 
Tyler Pierce scored the 
game-winning touch-
down with 15 seconds 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter.

Boaz improved to 6-2 
overall and 4-1 in Class 
5A, Region 8 play. 
Guntersville suffered 
their first loss of the 
season, as they fell to 
7-1 overall and 4-1 in 
region play. With a win 
over Arab on Friday, 
Oct. 25, the Pirates can 
claim a share of the 
region title.  

Guntersville’s first of-
fensive possession was 
flat, as they produced 
only one first down.

After a 3-yard run 
by senior running back 
Julyon Jordan, junior 
quarterback Street 
Smith completed a 
pitch pass to Jordan 
for the first down. The 
drive concluded after 
two incomplete passes 
and a short run by Jor-
dan. Guntersville was 
forced to punt.

After a bad punt by 
the Wildcats, Boaz 
started near the 50-yard 
line. After receiving a 
first down from a pass 
interference call, the 
Pirates offense stalled 
near the red zone. After 
three straight incom-
pletions by Pierce, the 
Pirates attempted a field 
goal that was unsuc-
cessful.

It didn’t take Gunt-
ersville long to readjust 
the offense, as the next 
drive only took two 
plays. A screen pass 
from Smith to Jordan 
turned into an 81-yard 
touchdown that put the 
Wildcats ahead 6-0. 

Junior kicker Brandon 
Manganaris made the 
PAT.

As Boaz looked to 
tie the game, senior 
running back Tristan 
Childers started the 
drive with two first-
down runs. The drive 
came to an abrupt end, 
as Guntersville senior 
Treyvon Avery picked 
off Pierce to give the 
ball back to the Wild-
cats.

Guntersville took ad-
vantage of the turnover, 
as Smith started the 
drive with a first-down 
run. From the 29-yard 
line, Jordan rushed for 
his second touchdown 
of the night. Manga-
naris made the PAT, 
giving the Wildcats a 
two-touchdown lead.

Being down 14-0 at 
the start of the second 
quarter, the Pirates de-
livered their first scor-
ing drive on their third 
offensive possession.

Pierce started the 
drive with a first-down 
pass to sophomore 
receiver Sage Bennett. 
Boaz marched down 
the field with multi-
ple runs by Childers. 
Another pass complet-
ed to Bennett set the 
Pirates up in the red 
zone. From 5 yards out, 
Pierce threw his first 
passing touchdown to 
Bennett, cutting the 
Wildcat lead down to 
seven points. Senior 
kicker Jose Arreguin 
made the PAT.

Guntersville’s next 
offensive possession 
was a long one, as they 
ate up nearly seven 
minutes of clock. Start-
ing from the 25-yard 
line, the dynamic duo 
of Jordan and senior 
running back Enelson 
Delva took over the 
drive. 

After running for 
three combined first 
downs, Guntersville 
entered the red zone 
where Jordan secured 
his second rushing 
touchdown and third to-
tal touchdown. Jordan’s 
second rushing touch-
down was from 5 yards 

out. Manganaris made 
the PAT.

Boaz didn’t need as 
much time to score, as 
it took them only two 
minutes to score in their 
fourth possession. The 
drive was dominated 
by the trio of Pierce, 
Bennett and Childers.

The drive started with 
a Childers’ first-down 
run. Pierce complet-
ed another deep ball 
to Bennett, which set 
them up in the red zone. 
Childers finished off 
the drive with a 12-yard 
rushing touchdown. 
Arreguin made the PAT.

On the next Gun-
tersville possession, 
a disastrous fumble 
picked up by Boaz set 
the Pirates up inside the 
5-yard line with less 
than a minute to go in 
the half.  After three 
straight stuffed runs by 
Childers, Pierce com-
pleted a 4-yard pass to 
senior tight end Ty Sul-
livan with one second 
left on the clock. After a 
made PAT by Arreguin, 
the game was tied 21-
21 at halftime.

Boaz received the ball 
first in the second half. 
Boaz’s first drive in the 
third quarter was short, 
but not sweet. Boaz 
went three-and-out after 
a short run by Childers 
and two incompletions 
by Pierce.

Guntersville’s first 
offensive possession 
of the second half fell 
flat. The drive started 
smoothly with multi-
ple runs by Jordan and 
Delva, which resulted 
in two first-down runs. 
The Pirate defense 
came up with a big sack 
by senior cornerback 
Logan Schoggins that 
forced Guntersville to 
attempt a long field 
goal. Manganaris 
missed the field goal 
attempt.

Boaz took their first 
lead of the night with 
their second posses-
sion of the second half. 
Pierce completed a 55-
yard touchdown pass to 
Bennett that gave Boaz 
the lead at 27-21. Arre-
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Neil Koon, 96, has been 
serving the real estate needs 
of people in our community 
for the past 61 years. He just 
retired in August, closing Phe-
nix Realty Company, which 
he started in 1962. On Sept. 6, 
2017, Hon. Mike Rogers had 
Koon’s 90th birthday recog-
nized in the House of Repre-
sentatives in the Congressio-
nal Record. On Feb. 22, 2024, 
Koon received a Hall of Fame 
Award from the East Alabama 
Board of Realtors.

“I liked the real estate busi-
ness because it’s real,” Koon 
said. “You can plant things on 
it, you can build houses on it, 
you can build business on it.”

Born in Jacksonville, Fla., 
on August 8, 1927, Koon moved 
with his family to Salem in 
1930. His father started Koon 
Dairy and also operated a 
portable sawmill. Koon even 
delivered bottles of milk door-
to-door, but that nostalgic 
time ended when World War 
II happened. Koon was just 14 
years old when the war began 
in 1941. 

Local dairies were given 
a choice by the federal gov-
ernment – either pasteurize 
their milk or sell to Wells’ 
Dairy, a large outfi t in Colum-
bus on Wynnton Road that’s 
now gone. Pasteurization 
kills microbes in raw milk 
that can carry such diseases 
typhoid, tuberculosis, and 
diphtheria; it also gives milk a 
longer shelf life. Koon’s father 
decided to join the Wells’ 
Dairy co-op, receiving the 
identifi cation number 33. 

“They were a big deal,” 
Koon said about Wells’ Dairy. 
“There were about 60 or 70 
(dairies) that went in.”

However, once the war 

ended and the co-op conse-
quentially ended, Koon Dairy 
found itself with too much 
milk and not enough custom-
ers. Left adrift by the federal 
government, the family had no 
choice but to close the dairy 
and focus on the sawmill. 

“It wasn’t just us,” Koon 
said. “Most of the dairies went 
out of business. We went into 
the sawmill business and cut 
lumber.”

Working at the sawmill is 
how Neil Koon became a tim-
ber buyer, which led him into 
real estate. He would purchase 
land and divide it into lots, 
which he then sold. But he 
couldn’t get listings without 
a license, so in 1962 he drove 
up to Montgomery, took and 
passed the realtor’s test, and 
received his realty license. 

Koon married Grace Mills, 
a school teacher. They were 
married for 69 years until her 
passing in 2019. His brother, 
Irvin, passed away from can-
cer at the age of 48 in 1978. 
Even though he’s retired, his 
daughter Mary Jayne Rudd 
joked that he isn’t really 
retired. 

“I come here (to the o£  ce) 
every day, and we work a lot 
of old records,” Koon said. 
“We’re supposed to be getting 
rid of old records, you know, 
from 60 years ago and all that, 
and people come by and visit 
me. I’m trying to do more 
work for the Lord.”

Koon is a member of Chris-
tian missions foundations. He 
is also a charter member of 
the Bleecker and Smiths Sta-
tion Ruritan clubs. 

He said at the Board of 
Realtors meeting that they 
asked him to tell them in a 
few words what changes he 
had seen in his years in the 
business. Of course it is hard 
to sum up all of the changes 
Koon has seen in his 96 years, 

but he said he has seen two 
lane roads become four lane 
roads, new bridges built to 
cross the Chattahoochee 
River, the bypasses added, 
the stadium built, all of the 
recreational activities that 
happen at and on the river, 
the advancement of higher 
education with the addition 
of colleges, and more banks. 
When he fi rst began his busi-
ness, the only bank in town 

was the Phenix Girard Bank. 
He also said we have better 
medical care now. Waterlines 
were added, and computers 
and phones came into being, a 
change he embraced because 
it made his business better 
and faster. 

“I’ve been blessed,” Koon 
said about this life, thus far. 
“I’ve been a Christian all that 
time, and I go to church. I live 
by what the Bible says do, and 

I’m still teaching a Sunday 
school class.” 

Koon has been a member 
of Concord Baptist Church in 
Bleecker since he got saved at 
fi ve years old and is now the 
oldest member of the congre-
gation with the longest mem-
bership of 91 years. 

Aside from his daughter, 
Mary Jayne, and his son Jona-
than, Koon has three grand-
children. 

Neil Koon retires, closes 
Phenix Realty Company

Neil Koon retired in August and closed Phenix Realty Company after 61 years. He is still working to tie up 
loose ends for the business but is looking forward to doing more work for the Lord. He received a Hall of 
Fame Award from the East Alabama Board of Realtors.
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2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
The roller coaster that is dementia
by: Anthony Campbell
3rd: The Montgomery Independent
Couch Olympics
by: Jeff Martin

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Noah’s columns
by: Noah Wortham
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Blonde Ambition
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Damn the Torpedoes
by: Rob Holbert

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Jackson State Title Basketball
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Hank Aaron’s 715th home run at 50
by: Tommy Hicks
3rd: Lagniappe
Moneyball — NCAA settlement, NIL 
could alter the college athletics landscape
by: Brady Petree

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Saraland Jackson football game
by: Jimmy Wigfield 
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Heardmont heroics
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Pirates upset No. 2 Wildcats in a thriller
by: Druw Giamalva

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Rickwood Field
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Frankie Perez’s journey to success 
with THS
by: Andrew Simonson
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
Kelly Siblings
by: Jimmy Wigfield

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Ryan Williams is the best
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Three Nick Saban lessons that shaped 
my career
by: Ty West
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Let’s work as a team to create a com-
mon-sense policy for NIL
by: Andrew Simonson

BEST FEATURE 
PHOTO
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Romello Cooper on the bench
by: Dawn Harrison
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
Fourth Frolic 
by: Helen Joyce
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Shelby County Showcase of Bands
by: Jason Homan

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Birmingham-Southern College
by: Bob Farley
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Man kicked from horse in midair
by: Jeremy Raines
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Suburban hotspot
by: Bob Farley

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Silas Fire
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)

Teacher hugs former students ahead of 
graduation
by: Rachel Raiford
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Won’t be forgotten
by: Jeremy Raines

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Leopards sweep wildcats
by: Bonita Roberts 
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Rebels win state title
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Joseph King flies high
by: Dawn Harrison

BEST PHOTO 
ESSAY
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Along for the ride
by: Jeremy Raines
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Dazzling display
by: Jason Homan
3rd: The Choctaw 
Sun-Advocate (Gilbertown)
Rebels win State
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Middle Market 30
by: Laurie Lawrence
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Manufacturing Awards cover
by: Laurie Lawrence
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Battle of Breakaway Pointe
by: Connor Bucy

BEST HEADLINE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
The final toll: Once BSC fades, what’s left?
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Red Hot Chili Preppers

Call News | 
Best Feature Photo
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3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Ready, set, injured: From fun to fractures

BEST SPECIAL SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Rebel Championship
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Election Guide
by: staff
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
40 Under 40
by: staff

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football 
by: Andrew Simonson
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Profile
3rd: Birmingham Business 
Journal
Book of Lists

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Shelby County Hall of Fame
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Public Paychecks
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Women of Influence

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
BSC closure
by: A.J. O’Leary
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
UAB acquisition
by: Marie Leech
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Oak Mountain Amphitheatre closing 
after 39 years

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
YouTube Shorts
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Facebook Videos
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Live Shelby County Football Pregame Show
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Lagnia-Pod 
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Live Football Pregame Show
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(< THAN 2 MINUTES) 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Gracie Bradford gets surprise announce-
ment about trip to Disney World
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: The Montgomery Independent
Oh My Gosh
by: Dylan Fyffe
3rd: The Montgomery Independent
NFL Trivia
by: Dylan Fyffe

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)  
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson back on top after 7A title
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Oak Mountain claims state soccer 
championship
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Oak Mountain beats rival Chelsea
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Mentoring Monday
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Inclusion in workforce
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Shelby County Hall of Fame

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Livingston declares mayor’s seat vacant; 
council to name mayor
by: Tommy McGraw
2nd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
Commission wants $90k for downtown 
Livingston lot
by: Tommy McGraw, Herman Ward
3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
Commissioners extend meetings for 
executive sessions
by: Tommy McGraw, Herman Ward

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
www.opelikaobserver.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
by: Edwards Printing, staff
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
by: Lee Champion
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
by: Lee Champion

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: Selma Sun
Camping in the Black Belt
by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher
2nd: Union Springs Herald
Search for Justice
by: Felicia Farnsworth

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Dadeville Record

Shelby County Reporter | 
Best Podcast Series

The Montgomery 
Independent | Best Use of  Video (< than 2 minutes)
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BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES
1st: The Dadeville Record
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Tallassee Tribune
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
3rd: The Dadeville Record
by: Henry Zimmer, Samuel Higgs

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: Selma Sun
by: Cindy Fisher, Brad Fisher

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Selma Sun
2nd: The Tuskegee News
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
by: Tommy and Dee Ann Campbell

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: Union Springs Herald
by: Felicia Farnsworth

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
by: McKinzie Daniels, Brooke Duck

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Hotel residents ordered to leave facility
by: Anita Stiefel
2nd: Coosa County News (Rockford)
Historic Blue Springs Church burns to 
ground
by: Christa Jennings
3rd: The Baldwin Times 
(Foley)
Sea turtle false crawls due to 
human distraction
by: Ruth Mayo

BEST IN-DEPTH 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
The Springwood
by: Observer staff
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Teacher burnout
by: Cliff Williams
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
Trailblazers
by: Tommy Campbell

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
17 Springs to have generational impact
by: Cliff Williams
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Success breeds success
by: Cliff Williams
3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Enviva Company sold; to emerge from 
bankruptcy
by: Tommy McGraw

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Selma Sun
Oldest living Civil Rights Foot Soldier 
George Sallie crosses bridge one last time
by: Angela Benjamin 

2nd: The Leader (Linden)
Bridge the Bigbee with Cocks
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Churmell Mitchell brings H-O-P-E to the 
community
by: Nicholas Young

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: Selma Sun
Selma community mourns the loss of 
two teens
by: Cindy Fisher
2nd: Coosa County News (Rockford)
Race participants trek through Coosa on 
way to Georgia
by: Christa Jennings
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Child dies in tragic fire
by: Tammy Andrews

The Leader | 
Best Human Interest Column

The Baldwin Times | 
Best Spot News Story

Sumter County Record-Journal 
| FOI-First Amendment Award

 Union Springs Herald | 
Best Public Service
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BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Lowndes Signal (Fort 
Deposit)
How We Represent ‘The 4-5’ matters
by: Lanell Smith
2nd: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
Ordinary citizens, extraordinary duties: 
My Baldwin County grand jury duty 
experience
by: Whisper Edwards
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Should Wetumpka have Indians as its 
mascot?
by: Abigail Murphy

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Dadeville Record
Sometimes Christmas movies just need 
to be bad
by: Abigail Murphy
2nd: The Greenville Advocate
Bachelor rooster seeking henhouse to 
protect
by: Lanell Downs Smith
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
All is right in the world
by: Cliff Williams

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Time is our most valuable asset
by: Cliff Williams
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Burger Quick is family
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
I need those seed catalogs
by: Tommy Campbell

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: The Greenville Advocate
Ask Amy: Seriously bad advice
by: Amy Lewis
2nd: The Tuskegee News
by: Guy Rhodes
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
by: Greg Markley

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
The numbers behind Orange Beach’s 
national championship softball season
by: Cole McNanna
2nd: The Greenville Advocate
Greenville High School wins 2024 challenge 
between two Butler County rival teams
by: Amy Lewis
3rd: The Dadeville Record
Lewis walks off Reeltown over Tallassee
by: Henry Zimmer

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: The Dadeville Record
Lewis walks off Reeltown over Tallassee
by: Henry Zimmer 
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
OT times 4: AU Wins
by: Brandon Hughes

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Holtville, Headland clash again in playoffs
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: The Leader (Linden)
Local fan remembered
by: Tommy Campbell 
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
‘Small & mighty’ Trinity basketball finds 
itself in midst of improbable run
by: Noah Griffith
3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Gulf Shores lineman Burkett back at 
football practice following chemotherapy 
for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
by: Cole McNanna

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: The Dadeville Record
Stop making finger guns
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
A snub of all snubs
by: Dalton Middleton
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
There’s a new spark in Tallassee athletics
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Stanhope Reach and Teach
by: Cliff Williams
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Sunset at Lineville Park
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Black History Showcase
by: John Hillsman

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
Honoring those who served: Traveling 
Vietnam Memorial Wall exhibit visits 
Robertsdale
by: Micah Green
2nd: The Moundville Times
Total eclipse for some, mostly cloudy for 
others
by: Isaac Vaughn
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
Tallassee fire
by: Cliff Williams

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Displaced
by: Anita Stiefel
2nd: The Observer
Student plane crash
by: Jerry Balls
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Massive fireball shoots out of window
by: Tammy Andrews

The Clay Times-Journal | 
Best Sports Photo

The Wetumpka Herald | 
Best Niche Publication
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Thank you for supporting The Observer,Thank you for supporting The Observer,
your hometown newspaper your hometown newspaper 

created for local people by local people.created for local people by local people.

BY KATIE NICHOLS, ACES

LEE COUNTY — The Auburn University Soil, 
Forage and Water Testing Laboratory offers soil 
testing to help growers make informed decisions 
about soil nutrients and composition on both the 
farm and in the backyard. Soil testing results can 
help get spring gardens off on the right foot. The 
lab’s recommendations help growers maintain 
their plants and create a more sustainable growing 
environment.

“Soil is the basis for most of what we do as gar-
deners, and without healthy soil, you cannot grow 
healthy plants,” said Mallory Kelley, an Alabama 
Cooperative Extension System home grounds, 
gardens and home pests regional agent.

It is important to grow plants in the right envi-
ronment. Adequate soil nutrients, in addition to the 
correct soil type, will help gardeners create and
maintain a growing environment where plants can 
thrive.

PREPARING SOIL SAMPLES
To begin the soil testing process, pick up a soil 

sample kit from your local Extension office. It will 
include a form explaining how to properly collect a 
soil sample.

“It is best to send soil samples that are dry,” Kel-
ley said. “Laying the soil out on newspaper to dry 
before sending it off is suggested. However, if you 
have to send a wet soil sample, make sure to seal it 
in a plastic bag.”

When collecting soil from the garden, flower bed, 
pasture or other area, Kelley said it is important to 
dig deep enough into the soil to collect an adequate 
sample. This could range from 2 to 8 inches deep, 
depending on the types of plants or seeds growers 

choose to plant in a given area. It is also important 
to include only soil in the sample. Make sure to re-
move as much plant residue and debris as possible.

SOIL TEST RESULTS
Soil tests determine the pH and nutrient content 

of soil. This is beneficial, as different plants often 
thrive in different pH ranges and require different 
nutrient concentrations. It is also advantageous to 
know soil nutrient levels, including calcium, magne-
sium, phosphorous and potassium. These levels will 
help growers make informed decisions regarding
fertilizer types and frequency.

Growers can also do an analysis to test levels of 
micronutrients, such as zinc, in the soil. This analy-
sis will include liming suggestions.

“Add lime to your soil in order to raise its pH if
it is too acidic for what you are intending to grow,” 
Kelley said. “There will be other recommendations 
on the soil analysis form that is returned to you. 
Contact a home grounds agent to help you read your 
soil test results and understand what you need to get 
your backyard in tip-top growing shape.”

SENDING THE SOIL SAMPLE
Send soil samples to the Auburn University Soil, 

Forage and Water Testing Laboratory. The needed 
form — available at local Extension offices along 
with the sample box — includes the lab’s mailing 
address. Each sample costs $10, with an added cost 
to perform a micronutrient analysis. People can get 
the testing results either by mail or electronically.

For more information, visit www.aces.edu. There, 
you can read more about soil sampling at home in 
the Alabama Extension publication, “Home Soil 
Testing: Taking a Sample.”

BY KATIE NICHOLS, ACES

LEE COUNTY — Bursting 
with blooms and color, azaleas are 
the stars of spring. Lucy Edwards, 
the Alabama Cooperative Ex-
tension System's coordinator for 
Chilton County, said azaleas may 
be the most popular flowering 
shrubs in Alabama.

BUYING PLANTS
For azaleas, gardeners will get 

the most vibrant display of flowers 
by buying and planting a mass of 
a single variety instead of using 
many varieties and colors. How-
ever, purchasing different azalea 
varieties and colors and planting
them together can prolong bloom 
time.

Select plants that are sturdy 
and have a good branch system. 
Avoid buying plants with weak, 
spindling growth. This usually 
means the plant has a poor root 
system or that plants were grown 

too closely together in the nursery. 
The best size to buy is 12 to 16 
inches tall, because smaller plants 
are more likely to be injured by 
cold weather.

Azaleas are usually bought as 
container-grown plants. Some-
times the plant can be pot-bound, 
meaning the azalea may have a
mass of roots growing around the 
outside of the ball of soil.

“Take the plant out of the con-
tainer before you buy it,” Edwards 
said. “Make sure the roots are
healthy and completely fill the pot. 
If you notice plants are pot-bound 
when you take them out of the 
container, massage the root ball 
to loosen some of the roots before 
planting.”

Edwards said gardeners can 
also pull some of the roots at the 
bottom of the root ball. This will 
help roots to spread out and grow 
away from the original ball of 
container-potting medium.

PLANTING AZALEAS
Azaleas can be planted any 

time of the year if people provide 
adequate water. Most people buy 
azaleas in the spring, when the 
plants are blooming, so they can 
choose the right color combina-
tions. However, fall is probably 
the best time to plant, because the
plants can become better estab-
lished before hot weather arrives.

“Carefully consider your plant-
ing site for azaleas," Edwards said. 
"Pick a place with light-to-moder-
ate shade. Azaleas receiving some 
shade during the winter usually
suffer less cold damage. During 
hot weather, the flowers last 
longer on plants in filtered shade. 
Late-blooming varieties need to 
be in partial shade to prevent sun 
scald to the flowers.”

Pine trees with moderate-fil-
tered shade provide the ideal 
protection for azaleas. However, 
heavy shade throughout the day 
may reduce flower production and 

result in spindly growth. Ever-
green trees or tall shrubs with low 
branches make good windbreaks
and attractive backgrounds for an 
azalea bush. Shallow-rooted trees 
— such as oaks, elms and maples 
— may compete with azaleas for 
moisture and nutrients.

If necessary, create raised beds 
for the azaleas by adding pine bark 
or peat moss to improve drain-
age and lower pH. These beds 
should be 10 to 12 inches deep.
This depth provides an artificial 
environment like a large container. 
Additional watering is required. 
Avoid building raised beds over 
tree roots, as it can be stressful and 
potentially damaging to the tree.

CONSIDER SOIL CONDITIONS
Gardeners should always con-

sider soil conditions when select-
ing a planting site. Azaleas require 
an acidic soil pH (5.5) to grow
well, so you need to check the soil 
pH of the planned site before buy-

ing azaleas. To determine soil pH, 
submit a soil sample to the Auburn 
University Soil, Forage and 
Water Testing Laboratory. [More 
information about testing soil is 
provided in the story below.]

If test results show a pH above 
6.5, expect to spend additional 
money and effort to maintain the 
proper pH range for plant growth. 
Because of this, you may want 
to consider using other types of 
landscape plants for that site.

MORE INFORMATION
"Native Azaleas for Alabama" 

and "Evergreen Azaleas for Ala-
bama" are two Alabama Extension 
publications that contain a lot of
great information on azaleas. Find 
those resources at www.aces.edu. 
You can also contact your county 
Extension office to be connected 
to a home grounds, gardens and 
home pests agent in your area.

PHOT0S BY ROBERT NOLES | THE OBSERVER

Each Spring, Keep Opelika Beautiful coordinates the Azalea & Dogwood Trail, which brings in visitors from across the state who appreciate the beautiful blossoms and lovely homes. The Trail begins and ends at the 
corner of 2nd Avenue and 8th Street and is approximately 5 miles. Green arrow signs are posted to indicate each turn, along with directions online at www.keepopelikabeautiful.com/azalea-dogwood-trail.

Opelika's Azalea Trail is in full bloom

Springtime is showtime for azaleas in Alabama

Soil testing an important spring task

The Observer | 
Best Use of Graphics or 

Illustrations

1 2024-25 FYI

FYIFYINewcomer's Guide Newcomer's Guide 
to Elmore Countyto Elmore County

2024-2025 Edition
Annual publication of The Wetumpka Herald and The Tallassee Tribune
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
I’ll wait
by: Robert Noles
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Softball splits
by: Ray Stansell
3rd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Remembering a Warrior
by: Cole McNanna

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
9/11 Stair Climb
by: Micah Green
2nd: The Courier (Daphne/
Fairhope)
A spiritual graduation
by: Micah Green
3rd: The Islander
Gulf Shores student working to 
preserve Little Lagoon shoreline
by: Micah Green

BEST USE OF 
GRAPHICS OR 
ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Let Freedom Ring
by: Robert Noles, Michelle Key
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
The GOAT
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Observer
Spring Blooms
by: Robert Noles, Michelle Key

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Moundville Times
Crack cocaine in a woman’s size 
8-and-a-half
by: Travis Vaughn
2nd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
GOOAALLF SHORES! STATE 
CHAMPS!
by: Kayla Green
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
What’s the Buzz?
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST SPECIAL SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Home and Garden
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Under the Lights Sports Preview
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
2024 Football preview

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
Big Beautiful Baldwin
by: staff
2nd: The Baldwin Times
Baldwin County Football Preview
by: Cole McNanna, McKinzie Daniels, 
Micah Green
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
FYI
by: staff

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Selma Sun
Live Black Belt Newscast
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Selma Sun
Quarterback dies from injury sustained in 
football game
by: Cindy Fisher, Fred Guarino
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Tallassee-Elmore County game cancelled 
due to gun threat
by: Cliff Williams, Dalton Middleton
3rd: The Moundville Times
Day care abuse charges
by: Kasey DeCastra, Travis Vaughn

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
GCM Sports
by: Cole McNanna

2nd: Selma Sun
Selma Sun Facebook Page
by: staff
3rd: Selma Sun
Selma Sun TikTok
by: Cindy Fisher

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Selma Sun
Black Belt Newscast
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater
2nd: The Dadeville Record
TPI Talk
by: Henry Zimmer, Abigail Murphy

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(< THAN 2 MINUTES) 
1st: Selma Sun
Quarterback who dies of brain injury 
gets revival he wished for
by: Cindy Fisher
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Melody Jackson
by: Abigail Murphy
3rd: Selma Sun
Pier dedication to Big Daddy Lawler
by: Todd Prater

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)  
1st: Selma Sun
2024 Year in Review
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Mano e mano: Sports editors vs. Softball 
Stars
by: Dalton Middleton, Henry Zimmer
3rd: Selma Sun
Camping in the Black Belt
by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: The Lowndes Signal (Fort Deposit)
Signal launches inaugural Athlete of the 
Year contest
by: staff

 

The Dadeville Record |
Best Podcast Series

Selma Sun | Best Use of Video 
(< than 2 minutes)

The Moundville Times |
Best Online Breaking News Coverage
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
3rd: Birmingham Times

FOI-FIRST 
AMENDMENT AWARD
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
North Shelby Library firestorm
by: Taylor Bright
2nd: Hoover Sun
Hoover City Council changes YouTube 
video policy for council
by: Jon Anderson

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: Hoover Sun
www.HooverSun.com
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
www.theredstonerocket.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: Birmingham Times
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST PUBLIC
SERVICE
1st: Hoover Sun
The power to save: Why talking about 
mental health matters 
by: Sarah Owens, Jon Anderson, Taylor 
Bright
2nd: Hoover Sun
Muddy waters: Trace Crossings residents 
seek relief from stormwater erosion
by: Jon Anderson

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES
1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Hoover Sun
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
by: John Goolsby, Johnny Sanders

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
by: Keisa Sharpe-Jefferson, Sym Posey, 
Ameera Stewart
2nd: Hoover Sun
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: staff

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
by: Barnett Wright, Keisa Sharpe-
Jefferson
2nd: Hoover Sun
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: The Trussville Tribune

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: Birmingham Times

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: Birmingham Times
by: Kathryn Sesser-Dorne’
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: Kelley Lane
3rd: Hoover Sun
by: Melanie Viering, Ted Perry

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY
1st: The Homewood Star
’I survived the Lakeshore Owl’
by: Savannah Schmidt
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Trussville Library Board defends decision 

to keep challenged books on shelves
by: Chris Basinger
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
‘I am not going to seek reelection’ 
Trussville mayor announces
by: Chris Basinger

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
JEFFCO’S ‘TURNAROUND STORY’ 
BRINGS BILLIONS FROM INVESTORS
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
2nd: Hoover Sun
Stadium Trace Village
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: The Homewood Star
Homewood government referendum
by: Sarah Owens

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Reimagining the Landscape
by: Taylor Bright
2nd: Hoover Sun
Real Estate Report
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: Follow process for 
representing vendor on post
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Hoover Sun
First Family of Comedy
by: Tim Stephens
2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Into the fire: Mountain Brook’s first fe-
male firefighter in more than 10 years
by: Savannah Schmidt
3rd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
John Breashears Closes in on 100
by: Eric Schultz

The Trussville Tribune | 
Best Spot News Story

Hoover Sun | 
Best Public Service
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Road to Recovery: Lulu Gribbin
by: Sarah Owens
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
Some astronomers concerned about 
city’s bright lights
by: Eric Schultz
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
Allen Gillespie honored with state 
proclamation for his 50 years in educa-
tion
by: Chris Basinger

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Facebook removes news story from 
Trussville Tribune page
by: Scott Buttram
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
Commute takes time because gates 
are there for a reason
by: Jonathan Stinson
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
A yes vote on Trussville schools is money 
in your pocket
by: Scott Buttram

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: When cats grow tired of you, 
they just let it go
by: Jonathan Stinson
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Lass But Not Least: There Was That Time
by: Ken Lass
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
My Life As A Hobby: Fry Me To The Moon
by: Joe Hobby

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Lass But Not Least: Getting To Know Joe
by: Ken Lass
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
My Life As A Hobby: Good Dogs
by: Joe Hobby

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: Birmingham-Southern 
baseball delivers last hurrah
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
America’s oldest baseball park gets 
Major League attention
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Kickball season
by: Skip Vaughn
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Marshall launches first winter volleyball 
season
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: Birmingham Times
A.H. Porter High School captures first-
ever state football championship
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Moody drops a heartbreaker in the 
championship game
by: Johnny Sanders

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Veterans hockey game hits mark for 
community support
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover youth football coach Greg Black-
man counts 300 wins, hundreds more 
winners
by: Tim Stephens
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
More Than a Player: The Softball Legacy 
of Hannah Borden
by: Blair Moore
3rd: Cahaba Sun (Trussville)
Serena steps up in big moments for 
Huskies
by: Kyle Parmley

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: Hoover Sun
Where to for the Super 7?
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
FROM THE SIDELINES: Sunrise, sunset 
on senior softball field
by: Skip Vaughn
3rd: The Redstone Rocket 
FROM THE SIDELINES: Still running 
against the wind after all these years
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: Birmingham Times
Germaul Barnes: Meet The Global Dance 
Maker
by: Marika N. Johnson
2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Mae Scofield, dancing queen
by: Savannah Schmidt
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Splash Off
by: Eric Schultz

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Quarter moon
by: Jonathan Stinson
2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Into the Fire
by: Savannah Schmidt
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Army Birthday celebration fireworks
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: Hoover Sun
Opelika coach suspended for playoff 
game against Hoover
by: Barry Stephenson
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Security Check
by: Eric Schultz
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Random Searches
by: Eric Schultz

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover state 
volleyball
by: Savannah 
Schmidt
2nd: The Redstone 
Rocket (Huntsville)
Rocketman Triathlon
by: Eric Schultz
3rd: The Trussville 
Tribune
Bulls on the Lake 
Rodeo
by: Chris Basinger

The Redstone Rocket | 
Best News Feature Story 

Village Living | 
Best News Photo



17
Editorial Contest

DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Hoover Sun
Paul and Regina Young’s life-sized Pirate 
Halloween Paradise
by: Savannah Schmidt
2nd: The Homewood Star
Stars of the Season
by: Savannah Schmidt, Richard Force
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Children parents share thanks at School 
Age Center
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: Birmingham Times
Rickwood Field Tribute
by: Kathryn Sessor-Dorne’

BEST HEADLINE
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Fresh off the vine: Old Baker Farm 
prepares for fall season with family-run 
pumpkin patch
by: Emily Reed
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Enjoy the sight especially at night, walk-
ing in Winterville
by: Skip Vaughn
3rd: 280 Living
A year of storms after rainbow 
controversy
by: Taylor Bright

BEST SPECIAL SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT
1st: Birmingham Times
We Are Better Together
2nd: Birmingham Times
Rickwood Field, Tribute to The Negro 
Leagues
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Veterans Day

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Cummings Research Park
by: staff

3rd: The Redstone Rocket 
Global Force
by: staff

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: The Homewood Star
’I survived the Lakeshore Owl’
by: Savannah Schmidt
2nd: Vestavia Voice
‘Jiujitsu Grandma’ proves age is just a 
number
by: Savannah Schmidt
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Unscripted
by: staff

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Hoover Sun
Bucs football coaches placed on
administrative leave
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: The Homewood Star
REFERENDUM RESULTS: Homewood 
residents vote yes
by: Sarah Owens

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: The Trussville Tribune
The Trussville Tribune Facebook
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Redstone Rocket Instagram
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Redstone Rocket Facebook

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
The P$Y-FI Podcast 
by: staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(< THAN 2 MINUTES) 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Check out some of the awesome artwork 
done by the children at the Youth Center 
by: Jonathan Stinson, Eric Schultz
2nd: Hoover Sun
Paul and Regina Young’s life-sized Pirate 
Halloween Paradise
by: Savannah Schmidt
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Retired Soldier transforms ammo cans 
into artwork 
by: Jonathan Stinson, Eric Schultz

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)  
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Sports Live
by: staff
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
In Depth: Col. Wendy Gray from 
Fox Army Health Center talks about 
Women’s History
by: Jonathan Stinson, Erin Elise Enyinda
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
In Depth: Hereford reflects on his role in 
school integration
by: Jonathan Stinson, Erin Elise Enyinda

280 Living - Best Headline

BT

As Birmingham welcomes 
baseball fans to celebrate the 

national pastime, we highlight 
some of the game’s greats

Birmingham Times | Best Special 
Section- Newsprint
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W
1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Daybreak Domestic Violence  
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Bell Aesthetics
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
Southern Style Salon
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Vincent Furniture
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
WCSO Vacation Watch
by: staff
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Town of Mentone - Four Seasons
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, B/W
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
City of Clanton
by: Zack Bates
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
Young Jewelers
by: staff

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Radney Funeral Home
by: Audra Spears
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Holliman & Holliman
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Bill Smith
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Torch Playbook 2024
by: staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
InSight Magazine
by: staff
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Kickoff
by: Zack Bates

BEST ONE TIME 
SPECIAL SECTION 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Jackson County Visitors Guide
by: staff
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
Foothills Festival Guide
by: staff
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Menu Guide
by: staff

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Small but Mighty
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
Local Life
by: staff
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Key Role
by: Elizabeth Law

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
NACC magazine
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Southern Properties
by: Emily Wooten
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Bill Smith
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Action, Words, You Matter
by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter, Lizi 
Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Outlook
Journalism 101
by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter, Lizi 
Arbogast Gwin
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Boom Days Magazine
by: Linda Stiefel

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Christmas in the Park
by: Amy West, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
College Tire
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Northeast Alabama Association of 
REALTORS
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Go Generals
by: staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Happy Thanksgiving
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes, 
Elizabeth Law
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
Thank You Veterans
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes, 
Elizabeth Law

Newspapers Play a Key 
Role in Our Communities

From supporting the growth of small businesses through 
local advertising, to keeping readers informed with accurate 
news and reporting, to giving area residents and leaders a  
voice, newspapers help keep our communities and our 
minds open. Be a part of something positive: Help keep our 
publication and the future of journalism going strong by 
becoming a supporter today!

SUBSCRIBE • SUPPORT • ADVERTISE
256.259.1020 | 208 South Broad Street, Scottsboro
editor.jc@southerntorch.com | www.jcsentinel.com

Jackson County Sentinel | 
Best In-Paper Promotion 
of Newspaper

The Daily Mountain 
Eagle | Best Single Ad 
1/2 page and under
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
January Lake Magazine
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler, Kenneth 
Boone
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
The Wedding Issue
by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes, 
Elizabeth Law
3rd: The Outlook
Community in Action
by: staff

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Antisocial
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Outlook
Girl Winking
by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter
3rd: The Outlook
Newspaper Joke
by: Audra Spears

BEST 
PRESENTATION 
OF ONLINE 
ADVERTISING 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
www.jcsentinel.com
by: staff
2nd: The Cullman Tribune

www.cullmantribune.com
by: Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee, staff
3rd: The Clanton 
Advertiser
www.clantonadvertiser.com
by: Zack Bates

BEST 
INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE 
ADVERTISING - 
SINGLE AD
1st: The Outlook
Tallapoosa Tourism
by: Renee Trice

2nd: The Outlook
Koons Korner
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Outlook
Wayside Animal Hospital
by: Audra Spears

ONLINE REVENUE 
BUILDER
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Star Spangled
by: Emily Wooten
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Subscribe Today
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES 
AWARD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
by: Haylie Rivera

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
B/W
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek
by: Rhett McCreight
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Oak View Animal Hospital
by: staff
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Library 70th Anniversary
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Vulcan Termite and Pest
by: Rhett McCreight
2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Feed the Farm
by: Sherrie Hall 
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Buck Creek
by: Rhett McCreight

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, B/W
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Nanafalia Church Christmas
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Small Business Celebration
by: Rhett McCreight

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Little Feathers
by: Haylie Rivera
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek
by: Rhett McCreight
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Boots for Glory Rodeo
by: Dee Ann Campbell

The Cullman Tribune | Best 
Classified Display Ad

Jackson County Sentinel | 
Best In-Paper Promotion 
of Newspaper

‘

.
YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPERYOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY. 256-234-4281SUBSCRIBE TODAY. 256-234-4281
alexcityoutlook.com | lakemagazine.life | alexcityoutlook.com | lakemagazine.life | thewetumpkaherald.com | tallasseetribune.comthewetumpkaherald.com | tallasseetribune.com

REAL ESTATE  
 
FOR RENT - Trailer 

lot only, Acre and 1/4. 
Electric and Water. 334-
633-9192. TFC.   

LAND FOR SALE in 
Clarke County, MS; 79+/- 
acres with mature timber, 
wildlife food plots, and 
county road frontage with 
utilities available. Listed at 
$150,000 Call Johnson 
Land Company at 251-423-
2198. TFC.  

LAND FOR SALE - 
40+/- acres in Choctaw 
County, 9-year-old pine 
plantation, excellent hunt-
ing. Asking $60,000. Call 
Johnson Land Company, 
251-423-2198. TFC 

 
FOR SALE  
 
FOR SALE – 2009 

VOYAGER DOU- BLE-
WIDE HOME; 3 Bed-
rooms/2 Baths, partially 
furnished. Located on 
County Road 30, Pushmat-
aha, AL. For information, 
call Vonester Jones, 205-
398-3428. TFC  

FOR SALE - Lawn 
Mower Trailer, Table Saw, 
Antique Sewing Machine, 
Dog Kennel, Trolling 
Motor, Printer, Teapot Col- 
lection, Pole Saw, Drills. 
251-843-2818  

FOR SALE - 2000 El-
dorado Cadillac for Sale, 
good condition. For more 
information call Vonester 
Jones: 205-398-3428 Tues-
day or Thursday. 

 
 
 
THREE-FAMILY 

YARD SALE, Friday & 
Saturday, March 1-2; 8 
a.m. - 2 p.m. 1870 E. 
Pushmataha Street, Butler. 
Watch for signs. LOTS of 
ITEMS. 

BIG  RENOVATION 
SALE — 1237 Melvin 
Road, Saturday, March 2 
beginning at 8 a.m. (no 
early sales). LOTS and 
LOTS of items! Cabinets, 
vanities, light fixtures, 
ceiling fans, lumber, appli-
cances, bath tubs, sinks, 
fireplace insert, laminate 
flooring (still in box), also 
clothing items, home 
decor. SO MUCH STUFF! 
All items sold as-is and 
must be picked up on the 
day of the sale. 

 
PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given 

that Suncoast Infrastruc-
ture, Inc.; P O Box 397, 
Florence, Mississippi 
39073 has completed all 
work on SANITARY 
SEWER REHABIILITA-
TION, CDBG Project No. 
SM-CM-PF-22-008 for the 
Town of Butler, Choctaw 
County, Alabama."  All 
persons having any claim 
for labor, materials, or 
otherwise in connection 
with this project should im-
mediately notify the above-
named Contractor and 
Town Clerk, P.O. Box 455, 
Butler, Alabama 36904.  
All claims should be filed 
within 30 days of the final 
publication of this notice. 

4TC 02.21.24 
 

STATE OF 
 ALABAMA 

PROCLAMATION 
BY THE  

GOVERNOR  
WHEREAS the Ala-

bama Legislature at its 2023 

Second Special Session 
enacted Act No. 2023-562 
(SB3), proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of 
Alabama of 2022; 

WHEREAS, in con-
formity with Section 284 of 
the Constitution of Alabama 
of 2022, as amended, the 
Legislature has ordered an 
election by the qualified 
electors of the state upon 
such proposed amendment; 
and 

WHEREAS notice of 
this election, together with 
the proposed amendment, is 
required by law to be given 
by proclamation of the 
Governor, which shall be 
published once a week for 
at least four successive 
weeks immediately preced-
ing the day appointed for 
the election; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
I, Kay Ivey, as Governor of 
the State of Alabama, do 
hereby give notice, direct, 
and proclaim that on Tues-
day, March 5, 2024, an elec-
tion will be held in the State 
of Alabama in the manner 
and form provided by law 
upon the following pro-
posed amendment to the 
Constitution of 2022 of the 
State of Alabama: 

AMENDMENT PRO-
POSED BY ACT NO. 
2023-562  

“Section 71.01 
(A) The following 

words and phrases, whe-
never used in this amend-
ment, shall have the 
following respective mean-
ings: 

“Basic Appropriations” 
means, with respect to any 
regular session of the legis-
lature, such appropriations 
as the legislature may deem 
appropriate for the expendi-
tures by the state during the 
ensuing budget period for 
the ordinary expenses of the 
executive, legislative and 
judicial departments 
branches of the state, for 
payment of the public debt, 
and for education (exclud-
ing, however, any item 
within the scope of the fore-
going that is at the time pro-
vided for by a continuing 
appropriation or otherwise). 

“Budget Period” means 
a fiscal year of the state or 
such period other than [a] a 
fiscal year as may hereafter 
be fixed by law as the 
period with respect to 
which state budgets are pre-
pared and state appropria-
tions are made. 

(B) On or before the 
second legislative day of 
each regular session of the 
legislature, beginning with 
the first regular session after 
January 1, 1983, the gov-
ernor shall transmit to the 
legislature for its considera-
tion a proposed budget for 
the then next ensuing 

budget period. 
(C) The duty of the 

legislature at any regular 
session to make the basic 
appropriations for any 
budget period that will 
commence before the first 
day of any succeeding reg-
ular session shall be para-
mount; and, accordingly, 
beginning with the first reg-
ular session held after Janu-
ary 1, 1983, no bill (other 
than a bill making any of 
the basic appropriations) 
shall be signed by either the 
presiding officer of the 
house or senate and trans-
mitted to the other house 
until bills making the basic 
appropriations for the then 
ensuing budget period shall 
have been signed by the 
presiding officer of each 
house of the legislature in 
accordance with Section 66 
of this Constitution and pre-
sented to the governor in ac-
cordance with Section 125 
of this Constitution; pro-
vided, that this paragraph 
(C) shall not affect the pas-
sage of local laws or local 
constitutional amendments, 
the adoption of resolutions, 
or the conduct of any other 
legislative functions that do 
not require a third reading; 
and provided further, that 
following adoption, by vote 
of either house of not less 
than three-fifths of a quo-
rum present, of a resolution 
declaring that the provisions 
of this paragraph (C) shall 
not be applicable in that 
house to a particular bill, 
which shall be specified in 
said resolution by number 
and title, the bill so speci-
fied may proceed to final 
passage therein. 

(D) Upon the signing 
and presentation to the gov-
ernor in accordance with the 
said Sections 66 and 125 of 
bills making the basic ap-
propriations, the provisions 
of the foregoing paragraph 
(C) prohibiting the final 
passage of bills in the house 
and senate (other than bills 
making any part of the basic 
appropriations) shall cease 
to be effective and shall not 
be revived or become again 
effective as a result of (i) the 
subsequent legislative his-
tory of any bill so signed 
and presented, including 
any veto, return with ex-
ecutive amendment, or any 
other action, or failure to 
act, by either the governor 
or the legislature under the 
provisions of the said Sec-
tion 125; or (ii) a determina-
tion, by either judicial 
decree or opinion of the jus-
tices of the Alabama Su-
preme Court, that any bill 
so signed and presented is 
wholly or in part invalid. 

(E) The legislature 
may, by statute or rule, 
make such further pro-

visions for the timely pas-
sage of bills making the 
basic appropriations as are 
not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Constitu-
tion. 

(F) Nothing contained 
herein shall be construed as 
requiring the legislature to 
make any appropriation not 
otherwise required by this 
Constitution to be made. 

(G) Notwithstanding 
any provision of this 
amendment, any resolution 
authorizing the considera-
tion of a bill proposing a 
local law adopted before 
November 8, 2016March 5, 
2024, that conformed to the 
rules of either body of the 
Legislature at the time it 
was adopted, is ratified, ap-
proved, validated, and con-
firmed, and the application 
of any such resolution is ef-
fective from the date of 
original adoption.” 

FURTHER, I proclaim 
and direct that this procla-
mation shall be published 
once a week for the four 
successive weeks immedi-
ately preceding Tuesday, 
March 5, 2024, in every 
county as required by law. 

4TC 02.28.24 
 
IN THE PROBATE 

COURT OF CHOCTAW 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: The Estate of  
KERRY RANDALL 
MOSLEY  
DECEASED  
CASE NO:  
S-2024-00005 
NOTICE OF  
APPOINTMENT 
Letters of Administra-

tion of said deceased hav-
ing been granted to the 
undersigned on the 31st day 
of January, 2024, by the 
honorable JASON B 
STURDIVANT, Judge of 
the Probate Court of Choc-
taw County, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having claims against 
said estate are hereby re-
quired to present same 
within the time allowed by 
law or the same will be 
barred. 

NALENE JENKINS, 
Administratrix of the Estate 
of KERRY RANDALL 
MOSLEY 

3T 02.21.24 
 
IN THE PROBATE 

COURT OF CHOCTAW 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: The Estate of 
JANNA RENAE 

HUAGEN 

DECEASED  
CASE NO:  

S-2024-00004 
NOTICE OF  

APPOINTMENT 
Letters of Administra-

tion of said deceased hav-
ing been granted to the 
undersigned on the 1st day 
of February, 2024, by the 
honorable JASON B 
STURDIVANT, Judge of 
the Probate Court of Choc-
taw County, notice is 
hereby given that all per-
sons having claims against 
said estate are hereby re-
quired to present same 
within the time allowed by 
law or the same will be 
barred. 

CYNTHIA B. GIB-
SON, Administratrix of the 
Estate of JANNA RENAE 
HUAGEN 

3T 02.21.24 
  
NOTICE 
The following vehicles 

were abandoned at 15333 
Hwy 10 Butler, AL 36904. 
They will be up for auction 
on March 13, 2024 @ 
8:00am. For information 
contact JDG Automotive 
205-459-2430. Please let 
me know if you receive this 
email.  

2002 Honda Accord 
V i n # 

1HGCG56422A036674 
2008 Dodge Magnum 
V i n # 

2D4FV37V88H188131 
2019 ford Transit 
V i n # 

1FBAX2CM5KKA47563 
2T 02.14.24 
 
IN THE PROBATE 

COURT OF CHOCTAW 
COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN RE: The Estate of  
WILLIAM D. 

BRADLEY 
DECEASED  
CASE NO:  

S-2024-00003 

NOTICE OF  
APPOINTMENT 

Letters Testamentary 
of said deceased having 
been granted to the under-
signed on the 8th day of 
February, 2024, by the hon-
orable JASON B STURDI-
VANT, Judge of the 
Probate Court of Choctaw 
County, notice is hereby 
given that all persons hav-
ing claims against said es-
tate are hereby required to 
present same within the 
time allowed by law or the 
same will be barred. 

RICHARD E.  
BRADLEY, Executor 
Of the Estate of  
WILLIAM D. 
 BRADLEY 
2315 Lower Big 

Springs Rd. LaGrange, GA 
30240 

3T 02.28.24 
 
NOTICE 
The following vehicle 

was abandoned at 15333 
Hwy 10 Butler, AL 36904.  
It will be up for auction on 
April 3, 2024 @ 8:00am. 
For information contact 
JDG Automotive 205-459-
2430.  

2TC 02.28.24 
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CLASSIFIEDS AND 
PUBLIC NOTICES

BUY IT • SELL IT 
• TRADE IT

PUBLIC NOTICES

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

2017 NISSAN 
SENTRA 

95,361 miles 
$7995 

 
2003 TOYOTA 

TACOMA 
126,155 miles 
4-door, 4WD 

$9995 
 

2015 NISSAN 
QUEST 

166,734 miles 
$7995 

Do you  
subscribe to 
your local 
community 
newspaper?

YARD SALES 

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

 
!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  P h on e  C on su lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

w w w. J . c om

Send  
CLASSIFIEDS 

and 
 PUBLIC  
NOTICES  

to 
suneditor 

@yahoo.com

The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate | Best Classified 

Page or Section

The Outlook | 
Best Use of Humor
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Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football
by: staff
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Football Preview
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
Letters to Santa
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST ONE TIME 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Letters to Santa
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Thompson Championship
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Metro Football

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Porter’s Poem
by: Sherrie Hall 
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
SunTV
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
Graduation
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Athlete of the Week
by: staff
2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Monthly Highlights at Sand Mountain 
Toyota 
by: Sherrie Hall

3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
BEAM Confidence Campaign  
by: Haylie Rivera

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Vulcan Wanted Dead Not Alive
by: Rhett McCreight
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Lawn Mower For Sale
by: Vee Romero
3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Springapaloosa
by: Haylie Rivera

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Steward Machine
by: Octavia Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
TNT Fireworks Superstore
by: Octavia Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Lawn Mower For Sale
by: Vee Romero

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Fire Safety
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Horseshoe Bend High School
by: staff
3rd: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Players of the week
by: Sherrie Hall 

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
GameTime Magazine
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 

(Columbiana)
Visitor’s Guide
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Football

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Vulcan Wanted Dead Not Alive
by: Rhett McCreight
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Gibson Body Shop
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Smart Irishmen
by: Sherrie Hall 

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING - 
SINGLE AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football Show
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Buck Creek Family Dental
by: Rachel Henderson
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Oak View Animal Hospital
by: Rhett McCreight

ONLINE REVENUE 
BUILDER
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
SunTV Football
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Online Football Coverage
by: Connor Bucy, Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Gain access
by: staff

The Advertiser Gleam | 
Best Signature Page

14 The Advertiser-Gleam • advertisergleam.com Wednesday, October 16, 2024

9167 Hwy 431, Albertville • 256-878-0789
www.sandmountaintoyota.com

More Than A Dealership!

Commit thy works unto the Lord and thy thoughts shall be established.
Proverbs 16:3

Congratulations to the Players of the Week!
You are Making Memories to Last a Lifetime!

Mark Brickey 61
00

70
-1

Douglas

Asbury Rams
Brindlee Mountain

Lions

Douglas Eagles DAR Patriots

Proud Supporter of Student Athletics
1 74-1

w w.f b l.co
MLS 4 51

Congratul o c i ing
Play o e !

GO PATRIOTS! 10
07

1-
1

610076-1

Carr Funeral Home
Congratulates all the
Players of the Week!

610077-1

Lake Guntersville
ACE HARDWARE
256-582-3353
Congratulations on a

Great Game!

61
00

86
-1

Congratulations On
AGreat Game.

61
00

87
-1

Guntersville Memorial
Chapel & Crematory

GR
MEMORIAL
CHAPEL

FUNERAL HOME

GUNTERSVILLE

Congratulates this week’s
Players of the Week

55
94

02
-1

FINLAY PLAZA
GUNTERSVILLE

Congratulations
to all for winning
Player of the Week

5

0 5 56
13

00
-1

DAR

Guntersville

Asbury Brindlee Mtn.

3 catches, 88 yards,
1 TD, 5 runs,

56 yards, 5 tackles

Jathan Hughey

Senior RB,
12 carries for 128
yards, 2 rushing
touchdowns

Enelson Delva

20 carries,
106 yards
5 tackles

Aaron Torres
14 carries,
66 yards,

2 touchdowns

Tobi Knepper

Guntersville
Wildcats

61
33

12
-1

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

Senior LB
9 tackles,
5 assists

1 interception

Brock Walls

Shelby County Reporter
 | Best One-Time Special 

Section

Back cover Front cover with white knockout box

Metro
SPAIN PARK
WHERE AMBITION
MEETS OPPORTUNITY FOR

Scan code for additional information, 
resources and an exclusive gift from UA!

ADMISSIONS.UA.EDU

@UOFALABAMA

@UA.UNDERGRADUATE.ADMISSIONS

@UNIVERSITYOFALABAMA

@UA_ADMISSIONS

4022 ADM Shelby Living Metro Football ADS 2025_FINAL.indd   5

REDEMPTION 
SEASON
Aden Walker hungry to 
lead Spain Park defense  
in comeback
SCNI

Shelby County
Newsmedia, Inc.

READY  
TO ROAR

Bradley, Jaguars set 
sights on championship 

in move to 6A

IN THE DEN
Season preview, 

breakdown, prediction, 
roster and more

Homewood • Hoover • John Carroll • Mountain Brook • Spain Park • Vestavia Hills

2024
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
3rd: The Dadeville Record

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Remembering Our Past-Taylor Swift
by: Tammy Andrews
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
Remembering Our Past-Clairmont 
Springs
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
Remembering Our Past- World’s Tallest 
Man
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
First Community Bank
by: staff
2nd: The Dadeville Record
Tallapoosa Nutrition
by: Sam Himes
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Vote for Kris Patton
by: Michelle Key

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Marcia Weber Art Objects
by: staff
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Coosa Cleaver
by: Renee Trice
3rd: Union Springs Herald
Judge Tatum
by: Cheryl Stabinski

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Dadeville Record
Dadeville Magazine
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Home and Garden
3rd: The Baldwin Times
Fairhope Arts and Crafts
by: McKinzie Daniels, Frank Kustura

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Under the Lights

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
New Career Development Center
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
Fall is here

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Read Local, Shop Local
by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter
2nd: Union Springs Herald
Reader Engagement Wildlife
by: Cheryl Stabinski
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Subscribe. It Matters.
by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: The Onlooker (Foley)
ultiMEAT sponsored by Parish Tractor
by: McKinzie Daniels,

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
1st Bank-Shelter Pets
by: Breanna Minter
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
1st Bank-Read Across America
by: Breanna Minter

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
1st Bank-Solar Eclipse
by: Breanna Minter

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Dadeville Record
Dadeville High School
by: Audra Spears, Sam Himes, 
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Meet your local candidates
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Adopt A Shelter Pet

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Class of 2024
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Gridiron Guide

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Bell Family Chiropractic
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Girl Winking
by: Tippy Hunter, Audra Spears

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: The Baldwin Times
www.gulfcoastmedia.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING - 
SINGLE AD
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
1220 Cafe
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Parker Tire
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
SA Recycling
by: staff

The Clay Times-Journal |  
Best Single Ad 

1/2 page and under

The Wetumpka Herald | 
Best Single Ad over 1/2 page

The Baldwin Times | 
Best Regularly Scheduled 
Special Section
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: Hoover Sun
Image Hive
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Office Furniture Outlet
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: Hoover Sun
Mike’s Merchandise
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Regenesis 
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover Sun Spring & Fall Medical Guide
by: staff

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: Melanie Viering

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: Hoover Sun
Brightmark Health-Dr Joseph Wu
by: Ted Perry

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Restaurants
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: staff

MAGAZINE OF THE 
YEAR
1st: Mountain Brook Magazine 
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
3rd: Jackson Magazine

BEST SINGLE FEATURE 
STORY
1st: INDY Magazine
Left to Tell - Genocide Survivor, Immacu-
lie Ilibagaiza
by: Brian Hodge
2nd: East Alabama Living
Celebrating 20 Years of EAL
by: Beth Witten
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
The American Dream
by: Anna Grace Moore, Blair Ramsey

BEST PERSONALITY 
PROFILE
1st: Lake Magazine
Farewell to a Friend of Lake Martin
by: Betsy Iler
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
From the Gridiron to the NASA
by: Erin Coggins, Takara Swoopes
3rd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Not Home For The Holidays
by: Casey Creque, Nadia Kidd

BEST BUSINESS 
FEATURE
1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Sock It To Me
by: Hannah Knafer, Nadia Kidd
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
The Von Braun Center Celebrates 50 
Years
by: Erin Coggins, Takara Swoopes
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
The American Dream
by: Anna Grace Moore, Blair Ramsey

BEST TRAVEL FEATURE
1st: Lake Martin Living
A Journey of 2,000 Miles
by: Ben Smith
2nd: Alabama Magazine
Majestic Caverns
by: Bishop Chavers

Hoover Sun | 
Best Niche PublicationThe Redstone Rocket | 

Best Single Ad 1/2 page 
and over

59
43

52
-1

4601 WHITESBURG DR, SUITE 103

FOLLOW US ON
FB AND INSTAGRAM: @DRREGENESIS

Mother’s Day
Specials

Feel better. Look better.

REGENESISSTEMCELL.COM

256.715.8193

All Jan Marini Products

15% Off
through May 31st.

ULTRA GLO
Laser Treatments

Brightens skin tone

and refines texture

Toss the razors! Pain Free

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
Up to 40% off
Ask us for details!

BOTOX SPECIAL
As low as

$10.50/unit*
*subject to units purchased.

Mountain Brook Magazine |  
1st: Magazine of the Year

F O O D   •  T R A V E L  •  M U S I C  •  E V E N T S  •  C U L T U R E

M A G A Z I N E

MUSIC FESTIVAL

Von Braun Center

PAGE 86

+

CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

FALL $12.99
43

ISSUE
FALL
THE

SEPTEMBER 28-29, 2024

Huntsville Magazine | 
2nd: Magazine of the Year

Jackson Magazine | 
3rd: Magazine of the Year
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Magazine Contest

DIVISION M Associate Member Magazines 
Active Member Newspaper Affiliated and Non-Affiliated

3rd: Lake Martin Living
Hawaii Vacay
by: Lacey Howell

BEST CULINARY 
FEATURE
1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Hands!
by: Casey Creque, Nadia Kidd, Amy 
Bailey
2nd: Mountain Brook Magazine 
Veal and Valor
by: Anna Grace Moore, Taylor Hager
3rd: Jackson Magazine
Warehouse 207
by: Marla Ballard, Ashley Colon, Eliza-
beth Law

BEST SPORTS FEATURE
1st: Beachin’
Reel Talk
by: Cole McNanna
2nd: Lake Martin Living
Reeltown Football Superfan
by: Ben Smith, Lizi Arbogast Gwin
3rd: Huntsville Magazine
Dirt, Dance, and Dad Bods
by: Takara Swoopes, Ricky Fernandez

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Puppy Love
by: Bear Stapely, Amy Bailey
2nd: Hoover’s magazine
The Western Frontier
by: Untold Imagery, Rowan Futrell
3rd: Mountain Brook Magazine 
Veal and Valor
by: Taylor Hager, Jamie Dawkins

BEST SINGLE 
PHOTOGRAPH
1st: Huntsville Magazine
Urban Cowboy in Huntsville
by: Dokk Savage
2nd: Lake Magazine
Northern Lights
by: Audra Spears
3rd: Beachin’
When Dolphins Soar - Gulf Shores 
student-built plane takes flight
by: Micah Green

BEST INDIVIDUAL 
WEBSITE
1st: Huntsville Magazine
www.huntsvillemagazine.com 
2nd: Mountain Brook Magazine 
www.mountainbrookmagazine.com
3rd: East Alabama Living
www.eastalabamaliving.com 

BEST SINGLE AD
1st: Live Lee
Love is Intoxicating- Celebrate 
Responsibly
by: Jessica Henderson
2nd: East Alabama Living
From Our Hives to Your Table
by: Claire Hodges, Steve Witten
3rd: Community Matters
City of Cullman - Oktoberfest
by: Dustin Isom

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN OR SERIES
1st: Mountain Brook Magazine 
The Cook Store
2nd: Community Matters
Cullman County Sheriff’s Office
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah 
Galilee
3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
Fringe

BEST HOUSE AD OR 
SELF-PROMOTION
1st: Jackson Magazine
6 issues a year
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: East Alabama Living
Subscription Offer
by: Stephanie McGinn, Steve Witten
3rd: Mountain Brook Magazine 
Subscribe Now Ad
by: staff

BEST OVERALL DESIGN
1st: Mountain Brook Magazine 
by: staff
2nd: East Alabama Living
by: Stephanie McGinn, Beth Witten, 
Steve Witten
3rd: Huntsville Magazine
by: Takara Swoopes

BEST COVER PHOTO OR 
ILLUSTRATION 
1st: Alabama Magazine
Oktoberfest
2nd: INDY Magazine
Welcome Home
3rd: East Alabama Living
20th Anniversary Cover 
by: Stephanie McGinn, Beth Witten, 
Steve Witten

BEST THEMED ISSUE
1st: Huntsville Magazine
The Sports Issue
by: Takara Swoopes, Erin Coggins, 
Dokk Savage
2nd: Beachin’
The Food Issue
by: Micah Green, Kayla Green, staff
3rd: Lake Magazine
The Outdoor Issue
by: staff

BEST COLUMN
1st: Lake Martin Living
Culture Shock
by: Lacey Howell
2nd: East Alabama Living
The Write Purpose
by: Christy K. Truitt
3rd: Lake Magazine
The Scramble
by: Rob Witherington

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT
1st: Shelby County Living 
Shelby County Hall of Fame
by: Anna Grace Moore, Alec Etheredge
2nd: Lake Magazine
Golden Picker Bag
by: Shaylee Beck Moore, Audra Spears
3rd: Lake Magazine
Plug Day
by: Betsy Iler, Audra Spears

East Alabama Living | 
Best Cover Photo or 

Illustration

FROM LEFT: COUNCIL PRESIDENT JENNY FOLSOM, PRESIDENT PRO TEM JOHNNY COOK,
MAYOR WOODY JACOBS, CLINT HOLLINGSWORTH, DAVID MOSS, JR. AND BRAD SMITH

OCTOBER 3RD-5TH 
OKTO

BERFESTOKTOBERFEST

JOIN US FOR

CITY OF CULLMAN | 204 SECOND AVE. NE • CULLMAN, AL | 256.775.7109 | CULLMANAL.GOV

Community Matters | 
Best Single Ad

Beachin’ | 
Best Single Photograph



• Set aside copies of your best 2025 work now!

• When ready to submit entries in contest portal, check that entry  
titles and bylines are entered correctly.

• Be sure you are submitting entries considering the category 
description and guidelines in the rule books.

• Remember that General Excellence and Advertising Sweepstakes 
are categories that consider points from other categories - the 
more categories won, the higher points towards GE and AS.

• Many entries require the use of a paywall. Consider 
uploading a pdf or other version instead or in addition to. 
Some categories have over 30 entries and for judges, it can be 
tedious to have to log in to 20+ newspaper websites.

TIPS FOR 
SUCCESS


