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The Tuscaloosa News ‘Mohamed Wague Dunks With a Smile’ by Gary Cosby



The AMA tab shows all winners for editorial, advertising, digital and magazine categories.
It is organized by division rather than by category.

Alabama Media Group
Alabama’s Health Care Deserts
by: Savannah Tryens-Fernandes

(featured on cover)

The Tuscaloosa News
Mohamed Wague
Dunks With a Smile
Alabama’s decaying dental care ‘necessitates by: G ary COSby Jr
immediate attention’

Alabama loses a pharmacy a week. Now they are wo R Ds
suing the ‘behemoths’ they say are to blame
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Rural Alabama loses even more doctors: ‘I cannot
be the pediatrician for every child’
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In 2023, Alabama had the nation’s second lowest ratio of dentists per

population, according to the American Dental Association at just 41.6
dentists per 100,000 residents. (AP Photo/George Walker IV) AP

“All I know is people are suffering. What can Lm"!vh;‘m‘”gty‘tmd'!
you do when you have one ambulance in a The OUtIOOk (Alexander City) e
county with over 19,000 people in it?” Action S, Wor dS, You Matter

Vicy Sullvan McCrory, pramecic manager at Pikens County Ambulance Service by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter
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DIVISION A

1st: The Anniston Star

1st: Alabama Media Group
Bodycam shows deadly Birmingham
police chase and shooting

by: Hannah Denham

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Library attacks

by: Williesha Morris, John Sharp, John
Archibald

1st: The Anniston Star
www.annistonstar.com

1st: Alabama Media Group

Denied: Alabama’s broken parole system
by: Ivana Hrynkiw

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Alabama’s pandemic unemployment
fiasco

by: Sarah Whites-Koditschek

3rd: The Anniston Star

Cleburne Quarry

by: staff

1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Matt Stahl, Peter Rauterkus, Nick Kelly

1st: The Anniston Star

by: Timothy Cash, Bill Wilson, Sherry Kughn
2nd: Alabama Media Group

by: Hannah Denham, John Sharp

1st: Alabama Media Group

by: Rebecca Griesbach, Alaina Bookman
2nd: The Anniston Star

by: Ashley Morrison, Sherry Kughn

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News

by: Jasmine Hollie

1st: Alabama Media Group

by: Kayode Crown, Joseph D. Bryant,
Maggie Kates

2nd: The Anniston Star

by: Sherry Kughn, Bill Wilson

1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama executes Kenneth Eugene
Smith by new nitrogen gas method
by: lvana Hrynkiw

2nd: Alabama Media Group

‘None of you are pregnant’: Paid
parental leave bill sparks emotions in
Alabama Senate

by: John Sharp

3rd: Montgomery Advertiser

‘A sad day for MPS’: School board
accepts Superintendent Melvin Brown’s
resignation

by: Alex Gladden

1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama’s health care deserts

by: Savannah Tryens-Fernandes

2nd: Alabama Media Group

He’s been on death row for decades.
Alabama ‘downplays’ DNA that points
to someone else

by: lvana Hrynkiw

3rd: Alabama Media Group

It's almost weed. And it’s taking Ala-
bama by storm: ‘A big human guinea pig
experiment.’

by: Amy Yurkanin, Challen Stephens

1st: Montgomery Advertiser

TikTok’s murky future threatens stability
for small businesses across Alabama

by: Sarah Clifton

2nd: Alabama Media Group

The final decline of Birmingham-
Southern College: New tax records show
pattern of losing money

by: Hannah Denham

3rd: Alabama Media Group

Why the union vote failed at Alabama’s

Mercedes-Benz plant
by: William Thornton

1st: Alabama Media Group

Their parents died during COVID. Now,
a Birmingham nonprofit is helping them
out of homelessness

by: Savannah Tryens-Fernandes

2nd: The Anniston Star

Coal shacks a reminder of a town gone by
by: Sherry Kughn, Bill Wilson

3rd: Montgomery Advertiser

How a one-armed former slave united
Montgomery in the early 1900s

by: Shannon Heupel

1st: Alabama Media Group

Who killed Daniel Williams? A tale of
terror in Alabama prisons

by: John Archibald

2nd: Alabama Media Group

We banned ‘divisive concepts.” So, why
do we still have Confederate holidays?
by: Roy S. Johnson

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News

Hunting with Tuscaloosa’s ‘Snake Lady’
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

# News Sports Opinion Features S|

1st: Alabama Media Group
Alabama girl, 11, dies by suicide:
“Teach your kids to be kind,’ family says
by: Carol Robinson

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Can Five Points South recover after
mass shooting?

by: Greg Garrison

3rd: Alabama Media Group

‘I just held him and prayed,’ 16-year-
old boy killed in Birmingham shoot-
ing died in parents’ arms

by: Carol Robinson

1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Please don’t do that again, Katie Britt
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

1st: Alabama Media Group

How Nick Saban drove me away from
Bryant-Denny Stadium

by: John Archibald

2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Confessions of an Alabama football
season ticket holder

by: Ken Roberts

3rd: The Anniston Star

By the bootstraps

by: Lisa Davis

Coal shacks a reminder of a town gone by

By Bill Wilson, Star Staff Writer, wwilson@annistonstar.com Jun 17, 2024,

1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Roy S. Johnson

2nd: Alabama Media Group
by: Kyle Whitmire

1st: Alabama Media Group

The complicated legacy of Birmingham’s
white baseball legends

by: Creg Stephenson

2nd: The Tuscaloosa News

ALS has broken ex-Alabama football
player Kerry Goode's body, but can‘t
break his spirit

by: Chase Goodbread



DIVISION A

2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Alabama LSU Rebound Scuffle

3rd: Alabama Media Group
Boosters started a nonprofit to pay

1st: Alabama Media Group
Life’s a process

Gordon Ramsay fumes, hurls pork chop
cooked by Alabama child: ‘I messed up’

Alabama athletes millions. Now, it's
shutting down.
by: Hannah Denham

1st: Alabama Media Group

Inside Auburn’s 15-play, 74-yard
drive to send the Texas A&M game
to overtime

by: Peter Rauterkus

2nd: The Tuscaloosa News

Nick Saban retires as Alabama football
coach

by: staff

3rd: The Anniston Star

Hit girl Jones Hubbard ends Jax State
softball win with blast off the scoreboard
by: Mark Edwards

1st: Alabama Media Group

The story behind this Alabama basketball
fan’s wild, scary journey to the Final Four
by: Bob Carlton

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Scenes from Tuscaloosa’s first full day
after Nick Saban’s retirement

by: Matt Stahl

3rd: The Anniston Star

It’s all about family for Ace Austin, Ala-
bama’s newest baseball signee

by: Mark Edwards

1st: Alabama Media Group

Nick Saban is the new face of an old scam
by: Joseph Goodman

2nd: The Anniston Star

Alabama committed to Saban and he
committed to Alabama in return

by: Mark Edwards

3rd: Montgomery Advertiser

My experience covering Auburn basket-
ball at Duke’s Cameron Indoor Stadium
by: Adam Cole

1st: Alabama Media Group
Coates-Thornton reunion

by: Tamika Moore

2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Color Run

by: Jake Crandall

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Arts N Autism Festival

by: Gary Cosby Jr.

1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Shooting victim

by: Mickey Welsh

2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Lanier’s last graduate

by: Mickey Welsh

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Trump at Bryant-Denny Stadium
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Kaulton Street Shooting

by: Gary Cosby Jr.

2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Barbershop fire

by: Mickey Welsh

1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Mohamed Wague Dunks With a
Smile

by: Gary Cosby Jr.

by: Gary Cosby Jr.
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News

by: Gary Cosby Jr.

1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Monument to Freedom

by: Mickey Welsh

2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Beyond the Horizon Air Show
by: Jake Crandall

3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Beating the heat

by: Mickey Welsh

Nick Saban retires as Alabama
football coach after historic,
unparalleled career

‘:) Nick Kelly

Tuscaloosa Academy Fingertip Catch

by: JD Crowe, Joseph Goodman

2nd: Alabama Media Group

The Mount Rushmore of Alabama Barbecue
by: Bob Carlton, J.D. Crowe

1st: Alabama Media Group

The genie is out of the bong in Alabama
by: Challen Stephens, John Archibald
2nd: Alabama Media Group

Gordon Ramsay fumes, hurls pork chop
cooked by Alabama child: ‘I messed up’
by: Mary Colurso, Ben Flanagan

3rd: Alabama Media Group

Man stuck in urn at Mountain Brook
party loses pants, breaks expensive vase
and Alabama Internet

by: Howard Koplowitz, Jeremy Gray

1st: Alabama Media Group
Descendants of Alabama slaves reunite
in old plantation house

by: Bill Thornton, Tamika Moore, Aman-
da Khorramabadi

2nd: Alabama Media Group

The moment of truth for Alabama coach
Kalen DeBoer

by: Nick Kelly, Clay Yeager

3rd: Alabama Media Group

JD Crowe Cartoons

by: JD Crowe

1st: Alabama Media Group

Alabama Supreme Court rules embryos
are children, halting IVF

by: staff

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Mass shooting at Hush lounge

by: Carol Robinson, Hannah Denham, staff

1st: Alabama Media Group

If you could change one thing about
Alabama...

by: Tandra Smith, Monica Keener, Heather
Gann



Editorial Contest

DIVISION A

Editorial Contest

DIVISION B

2nd: Alabama Media Group

Will legal marijuana ever come to Alabama?
by: Monica Keener

3rd: Alabama Media Group

Youth homelessness in Alabama

by: Monica Keener

BEST PODCAST SERIES

1st: Alabama Media Group

Down in Alabama

by: lke Morgan, John Hammontree
2nd: Alabama Media Group

Beat Everyone

by: Ben Flanagan, John Hammontree,
staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(< THAN 2 MINUTES)

1st: Alabama Media Group

Denied: Alabama’s Broken Parole System
by: Amanda Khorramabadi, lvana Hrynkiw
2nd: Alabama Media Group
Birmingham mass shooting

by: Amanda Khorramabadi

3rd: Alabama Media Group

The two voices of Katie Britt

by: Amanda Khorramabadi

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)

1st: Alabama Media Group

Days and Hours Matter Here: Alabami-
ans speak out against Alabama Supreme
Court IVF ruling

by: Anissa Latham-Brown, John Ham-
montree, Dawson Estes

2nd: Alabama Media Group

How one Alabama woman is getting
people to the polls

by: Amanda Khorramabadi

3rd: Alabama Media Group

Hush Lounge Shooting Arrest Reveals
tragic links in 11 Homicides

by: Anissa Latham-Brown

BEST COMMUNITY
EVENT

1st: Alabama Media Group
AL.com 2nd Congressional District debate
by: Kent Faulk, lvana Hrynkiw, staff
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Water, electrical issues cited by
mobile home park residents

xxxxxxxxxxx
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The Cullman Times |
Best Public Service

Jsentnetcom

Opinion

History Our Poti
and Math

Mouthed Politicians

2nd District Primary Runoffs This Week

QUOTE OF THE DAY

€6 Cherish allyour
hap ey

Jackson County Sentinel
| Best Editorial
Page or Section

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT
AWARD

1st: The Cullman Times

Information uncovered in kidnapping arrest
by: Patrick Camp

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

Finding a New Ambulance Contract

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Should transparency be the cost of
donations

by: Noah Galilee

BEST NEWSPAPER
WEBSITE

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

www.jcsentinel.com

2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
www.alexcityoutlook.com

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
www.clantonadvertiser.com

BEST PRODUCTION
AND PRINTING

1st: The Clanton Advertiser

by: staff

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

by: TVM, Dustin Isom

3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
by: Lee Champion

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Chamber Chat Podcast

by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

2nd: The Cullman Times

Water, electrical issues cited by mobile
home park residents

by: Patrick Camp

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Free obituary service

by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE
OR SECTION

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY
PAGES

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Nicole Smith, Ed Howell

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST SPORTS
COVERAGE

1st: The Cullman Times

by: Jake Winfrey, Amanda Shavers, staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

by: Jason Bowen

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

by: Nick Griffin, Sammy Confer, Katie
Drummond

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC
COVERAGE

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

by: Katie Hightower, Hunter Jones
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST LOCAL
EDUCATION COVERAGE

1st: The Clanton Advertiser

by: staff

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Nicole Smith

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

by: Peggy M. Himburg, Katie Hightower,
Baylee Sumner

BEST LOCAL NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: The Cullman Tribune

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
by: Annie Bresee, Charlotte Reames



DIVISION B

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

1st: The Cullman Tribune

Going to work: 100-plus apply for posi-
tions at Topre

by: Noah Galilee

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

Force of Nature Severe weather sweeps
through Chilton County

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Sen. Garlan Gudger elected Alabama
Senate president pro tempore

by: Noah Galilee

1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Carbon Hill Financials

by: Ed Howell

2nd: The Cullman Times

Questions arise about commissioner’s
residence

by: Patrick Camp

3rd: The Daily Mountain Eagle

The passing of Jasper Mayor David O'Mary
by: staff

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Hometown Meat Market

by: Hunter Jones

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

Valle Grande opens doors at Clanton
restaurant

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Construction takes a toll

by: Annie Bresee

1st: The Clanton Advertiser

The Waving Man of Maplesville

by: Carey Reeder

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Sister recalls brother as Jasper’s first
Vietnam death

by: Ed Howell

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

Gage Roper Honorary Firefighter Feature
by: Carey Reeder

1st: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Dell’s Heart is Big

by: Charlotte Reames

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Bridge project impacts some Jasper
businesses

by: staff

3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Alexander City family loses home in storm
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

1st: The Cullman Tribune

Should transparency be the price of our
donations?

by: Noah Galilee
2nd: The Valley
Times-News
(Lanett)

What is Progress

by: Annie Bresee
3rd: The Outlook
(Alexander City)
City council appoint-

The Cullman Tribun

SERVING CULLMAN - IN THE HEART OF DIXIE - SINCE 1874

Sen. Garlan Gudger elected Alabama
Senate president pro tempore

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
CCSO nabs grouchy, green subject
by: Carey Reeder

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Who else is running?

by: David Carroll

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
Cornbread 101

by: Joe Hobby

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Vann hired as new Scottsboro coach
by: Jason Bowen

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Nathaniel Watson NFL Draft Journey
by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

Tanner Jones MLB Draft Journey

by: Carey Reeder

¥

Sports

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

The last newspaperman

by: Danielle Kirkland

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
Thankful for driver’s education

by: David Carroll

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Remembering NASCAR, Alabama

AP Strong

Ayden Payne begins road to recovery

legend Bobby Allison

by: Carey Reeder

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Carey'’s Corner

by: Carey Reeder

2nd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Bill King

ment needs better
process

by: Lizi Arbogast
Gwin

Noah Galilee
no i

@cullmantribune.com

follows news that

senting District 4, has taken
on one of the most influential
roles in the Alabama Senate.
On Tuesday, Dec. 3, the

- Alabama Senate Pre

Pro Tempore Greg Reed,

R-Jasper, is stepping down

to take a new position in Gov.  vice, he credits community S
n,

Gudgers political journey
began in 2004 when, at age
27, he won a seat on the Cull-
man City Co i

nt  the youngest
city's history. g o _ -~
his early days in public ser- [y R

. leaders for mentoring him on

Senate Republican Caucus
electec
dent pro tempore, a positio

1st: The Cullman Times
Top-ranked Raiders cap dominant post-
season run with Class 4A title

by: Jake Winfrey

2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
The Queen’s Court

by: Henry Zimmer

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Burning the midnight oil

by: Jason Bowen

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Maplesville Tradition-Red Devils’ pro-



Editorial Contest

DIVISION

gram built into one of Alabama’s best
by: Carey Reeder

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

‘This is an exciting day’

by: Nick Griffin

3rd: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Ayden Payne begins road to recovery
by: Johnathan Bentley

BEST LOCAL SPORTS
COLUMN

1st: The
Column: Clanton
Caden Tellier § Advertiser
= , Player safety
(g must be a
priority
by: Carey
Reeder
2nd: The
E= _4 I Outlook
e B lexander
T i i it @ City)

minder of how quickly a single moment can
change lives.

The Selma school’s quarterback, Caden
Tellier was injured in the third quarter of the
game against Southern Academy. The 16-year-

Let’s be more
like Malcolm

old would be life-flighted to a UAB children’s S i mmons
hospital, where he would pass from a head L.
injury, according to reporting from the Selma by Lizi Arbo_
Times-Journal.

Morgan Academy will be playing at Cham- H
bers Academy on Sept. 27, in what will un- gast Gwin
doubtedly be an emotional game for both sides.
I encourage our community to SR 3rd: The
come out to show their support [t
for the Rebels who will be con- 53 VaIIey
fronted with competing against f .
a greving team. But especially Times-News
for the Senators, who will be
continuing their season without ( Lanett)
their quarterback. _a

Let Chambers show them the pnne H
love and grace I have seen from BRESEE Ca den Telller
this community countless times. EditorValley . .

1 don’t foresee a world where TmesNews by Annie
football is not played. It is for B

resee

The Valley Times-News |
Best Local Sports Column

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Cullman Tribune

A guest reaches out to pet one of the
horses at this year’s Special Needs Rodeo
by: Nick Griffin

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

Art and Magic

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

Hail to the Queens

by: Carey Reeder

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Unity Picnic

by: Abigail Murphy

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

When life gives you lemons

by: Danielle Kirkland

3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
Homecoming Queen

by: Annie Bresee

BEST SPOT NEWS
PHOTO

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Armed Robbery High Speed Chase
by: Carey Reeder

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Force of Nature

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

A New Chapter

by: Carey Reeder

BEST SPORTS PHOTO

1st: The Clanton Advertiser

Back for Revenge

by: Carey Reeder

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

A Good Hope runner slides home safely
by: Nick Griffin

3rd: The Cullman Times

Losing Head

by: Amanda Shavers

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: The Cullman Tribune

2024 in images

by: Sherry Brown

2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

77th Chilton County kicked off with
Peach Jam

by: Carey Reeder

3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Sun Festival hosts events across Alex City
by: staff

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS
OR ILLUSTRATIONS

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

At the rodeo

by: Elizabeth Law

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
Fireworks Safety

by: Elizabeth Law

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
School Bus Safety
by: Elizabeth Law

ONLINE BREAKING
NEWS COVERAGE

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Quanisha Davis

by: Melody Rathel, Lizi Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Outlook

Alex City microburst

by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin, Melody Rathel
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

School threats deemed not credible,
arrest made

by: Carey Reeder

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Hello fall, you gourd-geous thing
by: Cheyenne Sharp

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Rodeo Reigns

by: Marla Ballard

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
When life gives you lemons

by: Danielle Kirkland

BEST SPECIAL
SECTION

- NEWSPRINT
1st: The Daily Home (Talladega)

Update 2024
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander Mano e Mano: Malcolm Simmons vs. Henry Zimmer
City) ‘-. ;a‘llsaupbgct;:::uhlishers @ Bo G 2 share

Gridiron Guide
3rd: The Daily Home
My Hometown

113 views 11 months ago
Sports editor, Henry Zimmer, takes on Division | bound football player Malcolm Simmons, who just so
happens to also be a state record holding track & field athlete & 1,000 point scorer on the basketball

court. Does he crush Henry in our mano e mano race? ...more

BEST NICHE
PUBLICATION

1st: The Outlook (Alexander
City)

South’s Best Kept Secret

2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Football Fanatics

by: Noah Galilee, Nick Griffin,
Dustin Isom

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

InSight

The Outlook | Best Use of Video
(> 2 minutes)

CREATIVE USE OF
MULTIMEDIA

1st: The Outlook (Alexander
City)

Creature Chronicles

by: Abigail Murphy, Henry Zimmer
2nd: The Cullman Tribune

The Clanton Advertiser
| Best Spot News Photo

BEST USE OF SOCIAL

Daybreak MEDIA

by: Noah Galilee 1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
3rd: The Outlook Daily Mountain Eagle Social Media
Firetruck Santa by: staff

by: staff



DIVISION B

DIVISION C

2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Daybreak

by: Noah Galilee

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Social Media

by: Carey Reeder

1st: The Cullman Tribune

Bedtime Stories

by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, communi-
ty members

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

Cullman Today

by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff

1st: The Cullman Tribune

T-Rex hosts Dinosaur Tea Party at Cull-
man County Public Library

by: Jen Baker

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

Van's Sporting Goods celebrates grand
opening of Leupold Optics Shop in Shop
by: Jen Baker

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Academy Sports + Outdoors set to open
September 2025

by: Jen Baker

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Look back on January 2023 tornado
by: Abigail Murphy

2nd: The Outlook

Mano e Mano: Henry & Malcolm
by: staff

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Cullman Today

by: Katie Spicer, Dustin Isom, Noah
Galilee

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
2024 Chilton County Best Of Contest
by: staff

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Battle of Breakaway Pointe

by: Noah Wortham

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Helena TAG grant discrepancy leads to
more open government

by: Don Mottern, Mackenzee Simms
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)

“Less lethal — Police stun gun usage
varies by department”

by: Lagniappe staff

Less lethal — Police stun
gun usage varies by
department

BY LAGNIAPPE STAFF_ Aug 14,2024 R0

Alttle over one year ago, 36-year-old Jawan Dallas died following an encounter with Mobile
Police officers where a stun gun was deployed. While the use of devices in the incident was
called into question as an excessive use of force, a Lagniappe investigation shows the use of
stun guns — otherwise known as a Taser — appears to be a safer practice for local departments.

On July 2, 2023, officers with the Mobile Police Department (MPD) were called to a burglary in
progress at 5415 Carol Plantation Road in the Plantation Mobile Home Park in Theodore at
approximately 9:46 p.m. Dallas came into contact with police, and a stun gun was deployed by
officers at least twice as the 36-year-old later died at a local hospital.

For months after her son's death, Christine Dallas and fellow supporters of the Dallas family
attended City Council meetings, pleading with officials for transparency and accountability.

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
www.bizjournals.com/birmingham
2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)
www.citizenofeastalabama.com
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
www.lagniappemobile.com

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Mobile Baykeeper Takes on U.S. Army
Corps over ‘Federal Mud Dumping’

by: Scott Johnson

2nd: Lagniappe

Shocking — Public entities in Alabama
have seen electrical costs skyrocket at
twice national average

3rd: Lagniappe

Alabama prosecutors hit retirement jack-
pot with phase-out of supernumerary role
by: Scott Johnson

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: The Citizen of East
Alabama (Phenix City)

3rd: Birmingham Business
Journal

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

by: Cara Clark, Toni Shah

1st: Call News (Citronelle)
by: staff
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
by: lllyshia Parker, Stuart Dyos, A.J.
O'Leary

2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

by: Toni Shah, Katelyn McCormick
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Stephanie Rebman, A.J. O'Leary,
Harper Harwell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

by: staff

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

Cooking
for the Crown

Shawn Williams to compete for
World Food Champion title

S Pubtiner

(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

by: Andrew Simonson
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DIVISION C

BEST LOCAL NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

by: Connor Bucy, Rowan Futrell, Jamie
Dawkins

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

by: staff

BEST LAYOUT AND
DESIGN

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Laurie Lawrence

3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

by: staff

BEST SPOT NEWS
STORY

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Owl-mageddon — Hooters harass Mid-
town residents

by: Brady Petree

2nd: Lagniappe

Mobile County constable races decided
by drawing straws

by: Brady Petree

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Columbiana remembers Charity Snow
by: Noah Wortham

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Mobile judicial candidate accused of
using 2003 police killing for political gain
by: Scott Johnson

10 March,

Neil Koon retires, closes
Phenix Realty Compan

ByTonshan

The Advertiser Gleam
Reporter | Best Human
Interest Column

Reporter |

BOAZ FLORIST INC.

!n o s qn'ruuun! W ia

The Sand Mountain

Best Sports

ingle Event Story

Citizen of East Alabama |
Best Business Story

2nd: Lagniappe

Immigration issues in Baldwin County
by: Kyle Hamrick

3rd: Lagniappe

In the Matrix — Auburn University pays
$1 million a year to controversial firm
by: Rob Holbert

BEST BUSINESS STORY
OR COLUMN

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Corporations increasingly target clean
energy. Can Alabama deliver?

by: Scott Johnson

2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

Neil Koon retires

by: Toni Shah, Denise DuBois

3rd: Lagniappe

Homegrown half shells — Mobile Bay
oyster farmers serve the South, advocate
for local support

by: Kyle Hamrick

BEST FEATURE STORY
COVERAGE

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Arches in the stream — Tribute to Corps
general eclipsed by Dolly’s ‘attributes’
by: Kyle Hamrick

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Cooking for the Crown

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: Lagniappe

Raising the (sand) bar — Coastal entre-
preneur pushing boundaries of castle
sculpting

by: Brady Petree

BEST NEWS FEATURE
STORY COVERAGE

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Mobile Alabama was Ground-Zero for
IVF debate

by: Scott Johnson

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Extending the DEI invitation

by: Illyshia Parker

3rd: Lagniappe

Beneficial use projects are buying time
for Alabama’s coastal shorelines

by: Scott Johnson

BEST EDITORIAL

1st: The Montgomery Independent
If You Disregard The Rules Should You
Be Rewarded For [t?

by: Brian Hodge

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Affordable Housing

by: Stephanie Rebman

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Tears and Tassels

by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMOROUS
COLUMN

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Adventures in colon care

by: Rob Holbert

2nd: Lagniappe

Breaking Bad on the West End
by: Ashley Trice

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Use Your Head

by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMAN INTEREST
COLUMN

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Reading between the lines
by: Donald Mottern
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2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam
(Guntersville)

The roller coaster that is dementia
by: Anthony Campbell

3rd: The Montgomery Independent
Couch Olympics

by: Jeff Martin

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Noah’s columns

by: Noah Wortham

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Blonde Ambition

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Damn the Torpedoes

by: Rob Holbert

1st: Call News (Citronelle)

Jackson State Title Basketball

by: Jimmy Wigfield

2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Hank Aaron’s 715th home run at 50

by: Tommy Hicks

3rd: Lagniappe

Moneyball — NCAA settlement, NIL
could alter the college athletics landscape
by: Brady Petree

1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Saraland Jackson football game

by: Jimmy Wigfield

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Heardmont heroics

by: Alec Etheredge

3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter
(Albertville)

Pirates upset No. 2 Wildcats in a thriller
by: Druw Giamalva

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Rickwood Field

by: staff

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Frankie Perez’s journey to success
with THS

by: Andrew Simonson

3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

Kelly Siblings

by: Jimmy Wigfield

1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Ryan Williams is the best
by: Jimmy Wigfield

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Three Nick Saban lessons that shaped

my career
by: Ty West

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Let’s work as a team to create a com-

mon-sense policy for NIL
by: Andrew Simonson

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Romello Cooper on the bench

by: Dawn Harrison

2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
Fourth Frolic

by: Helen Joyce

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Shelby County Showcase of Bands
by: Jason Homan

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Birmingham-Southern College

by: Bob Farley

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Man kicked from horse in midair
by: Jeremy Raines

3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Suburban hotspot

by: Bob Farley

Photo by Helen Joyce/Call News  Photo by Bonita Roberts/CN

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate

(Gilbertown)

Silas Fire

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Teacher hugs former students ahead of
graduation

by: Rachel Raiford

3rd: Shelby County Reporter

Won't be forgotten

by: Jeremy Raines

1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Leopards sweep wildcats

by: Bonita Roberts

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Rebels win state title

by: Tommy Campbell

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Joseph King flies high

by: Dawn Harrison

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Along for the ride

by: Jeremy Raines

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Dazzling display

by: Jason Homan

3rd: The Choctaw
Sun-Advocate (Gilbertown)
Rebels win State

by: Dee Ann Campbell

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Middle Market 30

by: Laurie Lawrence

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Manufacturing Awards cover

by: Laurie Lawrence

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Battle of Breakaway Pointe

by: Connor Bucy

1st: Birmingham Business Journal

The final toll: Once BSC fades, what'’s left?
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Red Hot Chili Preppers
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3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Ready, set, injured: From fun to fractures

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Rebel Championship

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Election Guide

by: staff

3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
40 Under 40

by: staff

THE

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Football

by: Andrew Simonson

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Profile

3rd: Birmingham Business
Journal

Book of Lists

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Shelby County Hall of Fame

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Public Paychecks

3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Women of Influence

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
BSC closure

by: AJ. O'Leary

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
UAB acquisition

by: Marie Leech

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Oak Mountain Amphitheatre closing
after 39 years

Alec Etheredge (@AlecEtheredgeSc))

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

YouTube Shorts

by: Alec Etheredge

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Facebook Videos

by: Alec Etheredge

3rd: Shelby County Reporter

Live Shelby County Football Pregame Show

by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

SHELBY COUNTY
PREGAME SHOW

Andrew Simonson (@andrewtsimonson)

£\ R 2\
OOTER! hSeric te telones
oy @ AirSewices 'Vv\ont.ev’a“o desigh, @5

Andrew Simonson. I'm Alec Etheridge

Class 7A Championship Live Pregame Show

draft look it up 43 19

November 13, 2024

1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)

Lagnia-Pod

by: staff

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Live Football Pregame Show

by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Gracie Bradford gets surprise announce-
ment about trip to Disney World

by: Alec Etheredge

2nd: The Montgomery Independent
Oh My Gosh

by: Dylan Fyffe

3rd: The Montgomery Independent
NFL Trivia

by: Dylan Fyffe

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Thompson back on top after 7A title
by: Alec Etheredge

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Oak Mountain claims state soccer
championship

by: Alec Etheredge

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Oak Mountain beats rival Chelsea
by: Alec Etheredge

1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Mentoring Monday

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Inclusion in workforce

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Shelby County Hall of Fame

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

1st: Sumter County Record-Journal
(Livingston)

Livingston declares mayor’s seat vacant;
council to name mayor

by: Tommy McGraw

2nd: Sumter County Record-Journal
Commission wants $90k for downtown
Livingston lot

by: Tommy McGraw, Herman Ward
3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal
Commissioners extend meetings for
executive sessions

by: Tommy McGraw, Herman Ward

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
www.opelikaobserver.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
by: Edwards Printing, staff
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
by: Lee Champion

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
by: Lee Champion

1st: Selma Sun

Camping in the Black Belt
by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher
2nd: Union Springs Herald
Search for Justice

by: Felicia Farnsworth

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Dadeville Record
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Commlssmners extend meetmg for Executive Sessions

August 26.

Sumter County Board of

was taken regarding the issue or individual that was discussed, but the matter was con-  tive Session.
tinued following the second meeting held two days later. Photo by H. Ward

hour combined, during and fol-  utive session, the commissioners  the mecfin;
lowing thir regular scheduled _ reconvened bk into theregular
meeting held at the Sumter i

Gouny Courthoscon Monday, spproved an cxension for the 1 excoutve sexsion Wi ex.

Conunissiorers _ exened.sion meeing 1 3 er dae, ot sones efred e eporter 0
their regular meeting to a new  did not explain.
time and location at the County
Annex Building on Wednesday, Executive Session on good responded with simply, “good
at the Courthouse in Livingston last Monday, Augusi 26 lollawnng an executive session  Aug. 28, and announced they name and character,” stated name chmcwr
conducted to discuss “good name and character” of an unidentified person. No action  Would continue with an Execu- - Commission Chairman Marcus *“The reason

‘The Board reconvened their

‘When ukedbyﬂ!clleomd-

regular session of the commis-  tended Wednesday, commis-

| APA attomey says commissions’ ‘good name and ®Anion %pn’ngg B l ‘a I h
| character” wording ‘leaves the public in the dark”
| By Herman B. Ward, Jr. Monday meeting and approved. - moton o resethis meeting unl ®
& on for  a later day so that the two com- eyt comertd Peaple you know, news you can st snce 1866
“Good name and character” an es\lmaled “10-15 minutes.” missioners could be notified to Our 158th Year, Issue 33 Wednesday, A 14,2024 5200
‘was the only explanation given secret meeting on Wednes-  proceed forward?” asked Chair-
J| afier Sumter County Commis- aaymeaedmrmm ‘man Campbell Months after tragic shooting, grieving mother pleads for justice
i i metforoveran  After the thi inute exec- ‘The motion passed to extend

“There was no action taken in mmeyDnytm\Pmlﬂ who also

Campbell
““At this time, now is there a

session lsmmxnﬂswhldne-
Continued on page 3-A

Sumter County Record-Journal
| FOI-First Amendment Award

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY
PAGES

1st: The Dadeville Record
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

BEST SPORTS
COVERAGE

1st: The Tallassee Tribune

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
3rd: The Dadeville Record

by: Henry Zimmer, Samuel Higgs

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC
COVERAGE

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: Selma Sun

by: Cindy Fisher, Brad Fisher

BEST LOCAL
EDUCATION COVERAGE

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record

BEST LOCAL NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: Selma Sun

2nd: The Tuskegee News

3rd: The Leader (Linden)

by: Tommy and Dee Ann Campbell

BEST USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: Union Springs Herald
by: Felicia Farnsworth

BEST LAYOUT AND
DESIGN

1st: The Wetumpka Herald

2nd: The Dadeville Record

3rd: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
by: McKinzie Daniels, Brooke Duck

BEST SPOT NEWS
STORY

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Hotel residents ordered to leave facility
by: Anita Stiefel

2nd: Coosa County News (Rockford)
Historic Blue Springs Church burns to
ground

by: Christa Jennings

3rd: The Baldwin Times
(Foley)

Sea turtle false crawls due to

mailbox of the annual seed and letter)

nursery catalogs. I've told yall
this before, but this year s a littlé more

Union Springs Herald |
Best Public Service

BEST BUSINESS STORY
OR COLUMN

1st: The Wetumpka Herald

17 Springs to have generational impact
by: Cliff Williams

2nd: The Tallassee Tribune

Success breeds success

by: Cliff Williams

3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal
(Livingston)

Enviva Company sold; to emerge from
bankruptcy

by: Tommy McGraw

BEST FEATURE STORY
COVERAGE

1st: Selma Sun

Oldest living Civil Rights Foot Soldier
George Sallie crosses bridge one last time
by: Angela Benjamin

I need those catalogs more than ever

human distraction I'mewmﬁugmeammmmy

postage was a nickel to mail a first-class  from the floors of barber or beauty
shops — when scaftered around the

perimeter of  garden -- will usually

send deer, racoons, and other vegetable

e rice thing about that is, when
you get on such mailing lists, you are

by: Ruth Mayo

BEST IN-DEPTH

NEWS COVERAGE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)

The Springwood
by: Observer staff

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald

Teacher burnout
by: Cliff Williams

3rd: The Leader (Linden)

Trailblazers

by: Tommy Campbell

urgent because we are renovating a new
home with a big yard that is desperately
in need of landscaping.

Tlove the Christmas season but at
this time of year, I'm a little anticipatory
about the weeks
that follow be-
cause that's when
P, gardeners' "wish

| books" begin to
7 showup.

Once a country
boy, always a
country boy!

It started when
Iwas akid. I
would cut out
coupons printed in

Progressive
Campbell Farmer, Grit, and
CoPublisher any ofher maga-
zine that came to

the home of my Granddaddy and Mam-

maw Skelton and mail them in asking
for their free catalogs. (If this gives you
any sense of how long ago that's been,

there forever, as long as the company
stays in business, which is OK by me
because - as a fully addicted gardener -
the arrival of those catalogs is a winter-
time ritual that I still look forward to.
Abig part of the gardening process is
planning what projects I will have
enough time and money to accomplish.
That’s where the catalogs come in.
Tcame by it honest. It's genetic, I

My kinfolks always had the most
‘beautiful flower gardens, not to mention
vegetables enough to provide for several
families, and they passed on to me a
love for growing things that lives on
even though they have now gone on to
be with our Lord.

My dad, T.J. "TomCat" Campbell,
who coukld have cared less for flowers
but was flat-out obsessed with planting
purple hull peas - taught me a valuable
trick that you can use in your ow gar-
dens or yards ... that the best deterent to
keeping deer and other critters away is
human hair. Yep, plain old hair, swept

thieves packin'.

‘The “hair” also keeps snakes away,
too. Seriously!

1 think about my ancestors a lot,
‘more and more as the years o by, espe-
cially while I'm out working in my
yard, and wishing that those dear people
‘Were still around for me to ask questions
of and leam from their lifetimes of gar-
dening experience.

Tknow one thing, 1 may not be the
best gardener but I am a better gardener
and a better person because of what
each one of them instilled in me and for
that I will always be grateful.

Tknow there’s still some weeks of
the cold, gray days of winter ahead of
us, but spring will come, and with it a
rebirth, and a reviving of this incurable
gardener’s spirits.

Maybe ' just a simple soul, but T
still love to sit - with a hot cup of cof-
fee on a cold winter night — thumbing
through those "wish books" as I dream
about warmer days ahead.

Now .... where are those catalogs???

The Leader |
Best Human Interest Column

2nd: The Leader (Linden)

Bridge the Bigbee with Cocks

by: Tommy Campbell

3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

Churmell Mitchell brings H-O-P-E to the
community

by: Nicholas Young

BEST NEWS FEATURE
STORY COVERAGE

1st: Selma Sun

Selma community mourns the loss of
two teens

by: Cindy Fisher

2nd: Coosa County News (Rockford)
Race participants trek through Coosa on
way to Georgia

by: Christa Jennings

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Child dies in tragic fire

by: Tammy Andrews

The Baldwin Times |
Best Spot News Story

Multiple sea turtle false crawls
due to human distraction
discovered by Orange Beach, Gulf
Shores volunteers

Photo shared on Alab Ecological Services
Facebook page show a sea turtle attempting to nest,
surrounded by crowds and bright lights.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
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BEST EDITORIAL

1st: The Lowndes Signal (Fort
Deposit)

How We Represent ‘The 4-5’ matters
by: Lanell Smith

2nd: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
Ordinary citizens, extraordinary duties:
My Baldwin County grand jury duty
experience

by: Whisper Edwards

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

Should Wetumpka have Indians as its
mascot?

by: Abigail Murphy

BEST HUMOROUS
COLUMN

1st: The Dadeville Record
Sometimes Christmas movies just need
to be bad

by: Abigail Murphy

2nd: The Greenville Advocate
Bachelor rooster seeking henhouse to
protect

by: Lanell Downs Smith

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

All is right in the world

by: Cliff Williams

BEST HUMAN INTEREST
COLUMN

1st: The Wetumpka Herald

Time is our most valuable asset

by: Cliff Williams

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Burger Quick is family

by: Tammy Andrews

3rd: The Leader (Linden)

| need those seed catalogs

by: Tommy Campbell

BEST EDITORIAL
COLUMN OR
COMMENTARY

1st: The Greenville Advocate
Ask Amy: Seriously bad advice
by: Amy Lewis

2nd: The Tuskegee News

by: Guy Rhodes

3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
by: Greg Markley

The s
Server

April 4, 2024

Opelika's Azalea Trail is in full bloom
a2 > o

Springtime is showtime for azaleas in Alabama

Spring

The Observer |
Best Use of Graphics or
[llustrations

BEST SPORTS NEWS
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE

1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)

The numbers behind Orange Beach’s
national championship softball season
by: Cole McNanna

2nd: The Greenville Advocate
Greenville High School wins 2024 challenge
between two Butler County rival teams
by: Amy Lewis

3rd: The Dadeville Record

Lewis walks off Reeltown over Tallassee
by: Henry Zimmer

BEST SPORTS SINGLE
EVENT STORY

1st: The Dadeville Record

Lewis walks off Reeltown over Tallassee
by: Henry Zimmer

2nd: The Observer (Opelika)

OT times 4: AU Wins

by: Brandon Hughes

The Wetumpka Herald |
Best Niche Publication

i
WA Lo 1]
L]

The Clay Times-Journal |
Best Sports Photo

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Holtville, Headland clash again in playoffs
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST SPORTS FEATURE
STORY

1st: The Leader (Linden)

Local fan remembered

by: Tommy Campbell

2nd: The Observer (Opelika)

‘Small & mighty’ Trinity basketball finds
itself in midst of improbable run

by: Noah Griffith

3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)

Gulf Shores lineman Burkett back at
football practice following chemotherapy
for Hodgkin's Lymphoma

by: Cole McNanna

BEST LOCAL SPORTS
COLUMN

1st: The Dadeville Record

Stop making finger guns

by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald

A snub of all snubs

by: Dalton Middleton

3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

There's a new spark in Tallassee athletics
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Wetumpka Herald

Stanhope Reach and Teach

by: Cliff Williams

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Sunset at Lineville Park

by: Tammy Andrews

3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

Black History Showcase

by: John Hillsman

BEST NEWS PHOTO

1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
Honoring those who served: Traveling
Vietnam Memorial Wall exhibit visits
Robertsdale

by: Micah Green

2nd: The Moundville Times

Total eclipse for some, mostly cloudy for
others

by: Isaac Vaughn

3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

Tallassee fire

by: Cliff Williams

BEST SPOT NEWS

PHOTO

1st: The Observer (Opelika)

Displaced

by: Anita Stiefel

2nd: The Observer

Student plane crash

by: Jerry Balls

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Massive fireball shoots out of window
by: Tammy Andrews
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1st: The Observer (Opelika)
I'll wait

by: Robert Noles

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
(Lineville)

Softball splits

by: Ray Stansell

3rd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Remembering a Warrior

by: Cole McNanna

1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
9/11 Stair Climb

by: Micah Green

2nd: The Courier (Daphne/
Fairhope)

A spiritual graduation

by: Micah Green

3rd: The Islander

Gulf Shores student working to
preserve Little Lagoon shoreline
by: Micah Green

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Let Freedom Ring

by: Robert Noles, Michelle Key
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
(Lineville)

The GOAT

by: Tammy Andrews

3rd: The Observer

Spring Blooms

by: Robert Noles, Michelle Key

1st: The Moundville Times
Crack cocaine in a woman'’s size
8-and-a-half

by: Travis Vaughn

2nd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
GOOAALLF SHORES! STATE
CHAMPS!

by: Kayla Green

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
What's the Buzz?

by: Dalton Middleton

TPI Talk: Goodman reflects on being Dadeville's first Black mayor

By Abigail Murphy Multimedia Reporter Feb 7, 2024 Updated Apr 4, 2024 20

© = =] L]

Watch on @3 YouTube

In observance of Black History Month, Mayor Frank Goodman speaks to what it means to him to be the city's
first Black mayor as well as plans for Dadeville's future and a reflection on the April 15, 2023, mass shooting

Q Moundville Times
Published by Travis Vaughn
o

-May 9, 2024 - O

5/9/24 - UPDATE: According to Moundville Police
Chief Toby Banks. the results of his investiaation into

allegation: Moundbville Times
Daycare, & Published by Travis Vaughn
Preschool o

Judicial Ci
Bibb Cour BREAKING NEWS: 4/8/2024.

handling t Moundville Police have arrested the pastor and

April 8, 2024 - @

and the se daycare director at Moundville Methodist Church for
Banks sait Obstruction of Governmental Operations and Failure to

conductec Report Abuse as the investigation continues into
Resources allegations of abuse.

office. Moundville Palice Chief Toby Banks said his
Banks saic department received credible information from a
Church of reliable source on April 2 about possible physical
waiting fol abuse at Moundville Methodist Daycare. On the

While the evening of April 3, Banks spoke with day ... See more

turned in, -,
parents and
205-371-2218 with any new information or with any
questions about the case. "I'll answer as many

1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Home and Garden

2nd: The Observer (Opelika)

Under the Lights Sports Preview

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal

2024 Football preview

1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)

Big Beautiful Baldwin

by: staff

2nd: The Baldwin Times

Baldwin County Football Preview

by: Cole McNanna, McKinzie Daniels,
Micah Green

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

FYI

by: staff

1st: Selma Sun
Live Black Belt Newscast
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater

1st: Selma Sun

Quarterback dies from injury sustained in
football game

by: Cindy Fisher, Fred Guarino

2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Tallassee-Elmore County game cancelled
due to gun threat

by: Cliff Williams, Dalton Middleton

3rd: The Moundville Times

Day care abuse charges

by: Kasey DeCastra, Travis Vaughn

1st: The Baldwin Times (Foley)
GCM Sports
by: Cole McNanna

2nd: Selma Sun

Selma Sun Facebook Page
by: staff

3rd: Selma Sun

Selma Sun TikTok

by: Cindy Fisher

1st: Selma Sun

Black Belt Newscast

by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater
2nd: The Dadeville Record

TPI Talk

by: Henry Zimmer, Abigail Murphy

1st: Selma Sun

Quarterback who dies of brain injury
gets revival he wished for

by: Cindy Fisher

2nd: The Tallassee Tribune

Melody Jackson

by: Abigail Murphy

3rd: Selma Sun

Pier dedication to Big Daddy Lawler
by: Todd Prater

1st: Selma Sun

2024 Year in Review

by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald

Mano e mano: Sports editors vs. Softball
Stars

by: Dalton Middleton, Henry Zimmer
3rd: Selma Sun

Camping in the Black Belt

by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher

1st: The Lowndes Signal (Fort Deposit)
Signal launches inaugural Athlete of the
Year contest

by: staff
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: Hoover Sun

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
3rd: Birmingham Times

FOI-FIRST
AMENDMENT AWARD

1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)

North Shelby Library firestorm

by: Taylor Bright

2nd: Hoover Sun

Hoover City Council changes YouTube
video policy for council

by: Jon Anderson

BEST NEWSPAPER
WEBSITE

1st: Hoover Sun

www.HooverSun.com

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
www.theredstonerocket.com

BEST PRODUCTION
AND PRINTING

1st: Birmingham Times
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST PUBLIC
SERVICE

1st: Hoover Sun

The power to save: Why talking about
mental health matters

by: Sarah Owens, Jon Anderson, Taylor
Bright

2nd: Hoover Sun

Muddy waters: Trace Crossings residents
seek relief from stormwater erosion

by: Jon Anderson

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY
PAGES

1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST SPORTS
COVERAGE

1st: Hoover Sun

by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

by: John Goolsby, Johnny Sanders

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC
COVERAGE

1st: Birmingham Times

by: Keisa Sharpe-Jefferson, Sym Posey,
Ameera Stewart

2nd: Hoover Sun

by: Jon Anderson

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: staff

BEST LOCAL
EDUCATION COVERAGE

1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST LOCAL NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: Birmingham Times

by: Barnett Wright, Keisa Sharpe-
Jefferson

2nd: Hoover Sun

by: Jon Anderson

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

BEST USE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT

1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: Birmingham Times

BEST LAYOUT AND
DESIGN

1st: Birmingham Times

by: Kathryn Sesser-Dorne’

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
by: Kelley Lane

3rd: Hoover Sun

by: Melanie Viering, Ted Perry

BEST SPOT NEWS
STORY

1st: The Homewood Star

‘I survived the Lakeshore Owl’

by: Savannah Schmidt

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

Trussville Library Board defends decision

to keep challenged books on shelves
by: Chris Basinger

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

‘l am not going to seek reelection’
Trussville mayor announces

by: Chris Basinger

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS
COVERAGE

1st: Birmingham Times

JEFFCO’S 'TURNAROUND STORY’
BRINGS BILLIONS FROM INVESTORS
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.

2nd: Hoover Sun

Stadium Trace Village

by: Jon Anderson

3rd: The Homewood Star
Homewood government referendum
by: Sarah Owens

BEST BUSINESS STORY
OR COLUMN

1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Reimagining the Landscape
by: Taylor Bright

2nd: Hoover Sun

Real Estate Report

by: Jon Anderson

3rd: The Redstone Rocket
(Huntsville)

SNIPPETS: Follow process for
representing vendor on post
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST FEATURE STORY
COVERAGE

1st: Hoover Sun

First Family of Comedy

by: Tim Stephens

2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Into the fire: Mountain Brook’s first fe-
male firefighter in more than 10 years
by: Savannah Schmidt

3rd: The Redstone Rocket
(Huntsville)

John Breashears Closes in on 100

by: Eric Schultz

The Trussville Tribune |
Best Spot News Story

Library Board Chair Debbie decision to not
Basinger/Trussville Tribune
Trussville Library Board defends decisi
on shelves

“We're gathered here to hear from the first complainant regarding materials held at Trussville Public Library.
This is the first concern about content and materials held at TPL in the time that I've been here, which is 15
years,” Baker said.

to keep ged books

The board took the list of 41 ttles, read
them, and notified Wright of their decisic
Of those 41 b

elibrary.  their inver
for retent

Five of the books were left in their original pl;
books were moved to the adult department, and 18 books will be moved to a new mature teen
within the adult section.

Hoover Sun |
Best Public Service

Muddy waters: Trace Crossings
residents seek relief from
stormwater erosion

ought their property in the Scout Creek section of Trace Crossings in 2014 with hopes of
chyard.

which includes the Sprouts gracery store.
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DIVISION

E

1st: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Road to Recovery: Lulu Gribbin

by: Sarah Owens

2nd: The Redstone Rocket
(Huntsville)

Some astronomers concerned about
city’s bright lights

by: Eric Schultz

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

Allen Gillespie honored with state
proclamation for his 50 years in educa-
tion

by: Chris Basinger

1st: The Trussville Tribune
Facebook removes news story from
Trussville Tribune page

by: Scott Buttram

2nd: The Redstone Rocket
(Huntsville)

Commute takes time because gates
are there for a reason

by: Jonathan Stinson

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

A yes vote on Trussville schools is money
in your pocket

by: Scott Buttram

1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: When cats grow tired of you,
they just let it go

by: Jonathan Stinson

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

Lass But Not Least: There Was That Time
by: Ken Lass

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

My Life As A Hobby: Fry Me To The Moon
by: Joe Hobby

1st: The Trussville Tribune

Lass But Not Least: Getting To Know Joe
by: Ken Lass

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

My Life As A Hobby: Good Dogs

by: Joe Hobby

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: Birmingham-Southern
baseball delivers last hurrah

by: Jonathan Stinson

Some astronomers concerned
about city’s bright lights

When talking about magnitude, a magnitude 1 star is 100 times brighter than a magnitude 6 star.

“Light pollution stinks for astronomers who want to look at the universe, but what does it matter to the
everyday citizen in Huntsville?” said Joe Kutner, vice president of the Von Braun Astronomical Society and

local lead of Starry Skies South, which is a regional chapter of the Dark Sky International organization.

“Huntsville and Alabama in general are in a really unique position to care about light pollution,” Kutner said.
“Because we have this confluence of concerns that are really special in Alabama.

“First, we have this space heritage which we celebrate at the Von Braun Astronomical Society and we love
doing science.

“We also have an economy based around aviation and helicopter pilots,” he said. “In fact, in one of the
committee presentations that had gone in front of the city council, a helicopter pilot representing an
association of helicopter pilots, said they were concerned about the new lighting because at night when
they are piloting it's harder to see and harder to pilot their craft.”

At Redstone, it doesn't seem to be having the same negative effects.

1st: Birmingham Times

America’s oldest baseball park gets
Major League attention

by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Kickball season

by: Skip Vaughn

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

Marshall launches first winter volleyball
season

by: Skip Vaughn

1st: Birmingham Times

A.H. Porter High School captures first-
ever state football championship

by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

Moody drops a heartbreaker in the
championship game

by: Johnny Sanders

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Veterans hockey game hits mark for
community support

by: Skip Vaughn

1st: Hoover Sun

Hoover youth football coach Greg Black-
man counts 300 wins, hundreds more
winners

by: Tim Stephens

2nd: The Trussville Tribune

More Than a Player: The Softball Legacy
of Hannah Borden

by: Blair Moore

3rd: Cahaba Sun (Trussville)

Serena steps up in big moments for
Huskies

by: Kyle Parmley

1st: Hoover Sun

Where to for the Super 77

by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
FROM THE SIDELINES: Sunrise, sunset
on senior softball field

by: Skip Vaughn

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

FROM THE SIDELINES: Still running
against the wind after all these years
by: Skip Vaughn

1st: Birmingham Times

Germaul Barnes: Meet The Global Dance
Maker

by: Marika N. Johnson

2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Mae Scofield, dancing queen

by: Savannah Schmidt

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Splash Off

by: Eric Schultz

1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Quarter moon

by: Jonathan Stinson

2nd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Into the Fire

by: Savannah Schmidt

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

Army Birthday celebration fireworks

by: Jonathan Stinson

1st: Hoover Sun

Opelika coach suspended for playoff
game against Hoover

by: Barry Stephenson

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Security Check

by: Eric Schultz

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

Random Searches

by: Eric Schultz

1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover state
volleyball

by: Savannah
Schmidt

2nd: The Redstone
Rocket (Huntsville)
Rocketman Triathlon
by: Eric Schultz
3rd: The Trussville
Tribune

Bulls on the Lake
Rodeo

by: Chris Basinger
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DIVISION

BEST PHOTO ESSAY

1st: Hoover Sun

Paul and Regina Young's life-sized Pirate
Halloween Paradise

by: Savannah Schmidt

2nd: The Homewood Star

Stars of the Season

by: Savannah Schmidt, Richard Force
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Children parents share thanks at School
Age Center

by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS
OR ILLUSTRATIONS

1st: Birmingham Times
Rickwood Field Tribute
by: Kathryn Sessor-Dorne’

BEST HEADLINE

1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)

Fresh off the vine: Old Baker Farm
prepares for fall season with family-run
pumpkin patch

by: Emily Reed

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Enjoy the sight especially at night, walk-
ing in Winterville

by: Skip Vaughn

3rd: 280 Living

A year of storms after rainbow
controversy

by: Taylor Bright

BEST SPECIAL SECTION
- NEWSPRINT

1st: Birmingham Times

We Are Better Together

2nd: Birmingham Times

Rickwood Field, Tribute to The Negro
Leagues

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Veterans Day

BEST NICHE
PUBLICATION

1st: Hoover Sun

Under the Lights

by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Cummings Research Park

by: staff

3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Global Force
by: staff

CREATIVE USE OF
MULTIMEDIA

1st: The Homewood Star

‘I survived the Lakeshore Owl’

by: Savannah Schmidt

2nd: Vestavia Voice

"Jiujitsu Grandma’ proves age is just a
number

by: Savannah Schmidt

3rd: The Trussville Tribune

Tribune Unscripted

by: staff

ONLINE BREAKING
NEWS COVERAGE

1st: Hoover Sun

Bucs football coaches placed on
administrative leave

by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Homewood Star
REFERENDUM RESULTS: Homewood
residents vote yes

by: Sarah Owens

BEST USE OF SOCIAL
MEDIA

1st: The Trussville Tribune

The Trussville Tribune Facebook

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Redstone Rocket Instagram

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

Redstone Rocket Facebook

BEST PODCAST SERIES

1st: Hoover Sun

Under the Lights

by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
The P$Y-FI Podcast

by: staff

Birmingham Times | Best Special
Section- Newsprint

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(< THAN 2 MINUTES)

1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Check out some of the awesome artwork
done by the children at the Youth Center
by: Jonathan Stinson, Eric Schultz

2nd: Hoover Sun

Paul and Regina Young’s life-sized Pirate
Halloween Paradise

by: Savannah Schmidt

3rd: The Redstone Rocket

Retired Soldier transforms ammo cans
into artwork

by: Jonathan Stinson, Eric Schultz

BEST USE OF VIDEO
(> THAN 2 MINUTES)

1st: The Trussville Tribune

Tribune Sports Live

by: staff

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
In Depth: Col. Wendy Gray from

Fox Army Health Center talks about
Women's History

by: Jonathan Stinson, Erin Elise Enyinda
3rd: The Redstone Rocket

In Depth: Hereford reflects on his role in
school integration

by: Jonathan Stinson, Erin Elise Enyinda

280 Living - Best Headline

A year of storms after rainbow controvers

Newly installed board takes over; director resigns

By TAYLOR BRIGHT

‘The storm came with a display of chil-
dren’s books. Books like “Juliane is a
Mermaid,” “Mr. Watson’s Chickens” and
“Grandad’s Camper.”

‘The books stood upright on a three-
shelf display, along with an 8.5-by-11-
inch laminated sign that said “Take Pride
in Reading.” All of the books selected

books in the adult, young adult and chil-
dren’s sections coinciding with Pride
Month, an annual Junc recognition of the
LGBTQ+ community, without objection.

But, in 2023, the objections came
in force to the community library — a
backlash that would sce the library board

removed, six employees leave (including | )

the library director) and a new board of  |f

trustees installed by members of the state

had cither an LGBTQ+ theme or mes-  Legislature.
sages of acceptance.

For the last 13 years, the staff at the
North Shelby Library had displayed

New members of the Shelby County Library board are
sworn in by Judge Matt Fridy in July. Pictured from left
are: Andy Martin, Paul Garrls, Kasandra Stevens and

See LIBRARY | page A30  sam Gaston. Photo by Taylor Bright.

MLB TRIBUTE 10 THE NEGRO LEAGUES

America’s oldest baseball park
gets Major League attention

MLB TRIBUTE TO THE NEGRO LEAGUES

LB TRIBUTE 10 THE NEGRO LEAGUES
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DIVISION B

ADVERTISING
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE
OR SECTION

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser

3rd: The Cullman Tribune

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W

1st: The Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Daybreak Domestic Violence

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Bell Aesthetics

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel

Southern Style Salon

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2
PAGE AND UNDER,
COLOR

1st: The Cullman Tribune

Vincent Furniture

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah
Galilee

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle
(Jasper)

WCSO Vacation Watch

by: staff

3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Town of Mentone - Four Seasons
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

BEST SINGLE AD OVER
1/2 PAGE, B/W

1st: The Clanton Advertiser
City of Clanton

by: Zack Bates

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle
(Jasper)

Young Jewelers

by: staff

HGATION

BEST SINGLE AD OVER

1/2 PAGE, COLOR

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Radney Funeral Home

by: Audra Spears

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Holliman & Holliman

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes
3rd: The Cullman Tribune

Bill Smith

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah
Galilee

BEST REGULARLY
SCHEDULED SPECIAL
SECTION

1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Torch Playbook 2024

by: staff

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

InSight Magazine

by: staff

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Kickoff

by: Zack Bates

BEST ONE TIME
SPECIAL SECTION

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Jackson County Visitors Guide
by: staff

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle
(Jasper)

Foothills Festival Guide

by: staff

3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Menu Guide

by: staff

Going out of town? Let us know at walkercountysheriff.com,
and we'll keep an eye on your house while you're away.

= WALKERCOUNTY.
VS SHERIFF S OFFICE
s - -

BEST IN-PAPER
PROMOTION OF
NEWSPAPER

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Small but Mighty

by: Audra Spears

2nd: The Daily Mountain Eagle
(Jasper)

Local Life

by: staff

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Key Role

by: Elizabeth Law

BEST ADVERTISING
CAMPAIGN

1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal

NACC magazine
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal

Southern Properties

by: Emily Wooten

3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Bill Smith

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah

Galilee

Newspapers Play a Key
Role in Our Communities

From supporting the growth of small businesses through
local advertising, to keeping readers informed with accurate
news and reporting, to giving area residents and leaders a
Voice, newspapers help keep our communities and our
minds open. Be a part of something positive: Help keep our
publication and the future of journalism going strong by
becoming a supporter today!

SUBSCRIBE » SUPPORT « ADVERTISE
256.259.1020 | 208 South Broad Street, Scottsboro
editor.jc@southerntorch.com | www.jcsentinel.com

Sitinel

a4 SOUTHERN | UK i uewspaper

The Daily Mountain
Eagle | Best Single Ad
1/2 page and under

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Action, Words, You Matter

by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter, Lizi
Arbogast Gwin

2nd: The Outlook

Journalism 101

by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter, Lizi
Arbogast Gwin

3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Boom Days Magazine

by: Linda Stiefel

BEST CLASSIFIED
DISPLAY AD

1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Christmas in the Park

by: Amy West, Emily Wooten

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

College Tire

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Northeast Alabama Association of
REALTORS

by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Go Generals

by: staff

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

Happy Thanksgiving

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes,
Elizabeth Law

3rd: Jackson County Sentinel
Thank You Veterans

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes,
Elizabeth Law

Jackson County Sentinel |
Best In-Paper Promotion
of Newspaper
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DIVISION C
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1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
January Lake Magazine

by: Audra Spears, Betsy ller, Kenneth
Boone

2nd: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)

The Wedding Issue

by: Dolores Hambrick, Jordon Hypes,
Elizabeth Law

3rd: The Outlook

Community in Action

by: staff

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Antisocial

by: Audra Spears

2nd: The Outlook

Girl Winking

by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter
3rd: The Outlook

Newspaper Joke

by: Audra Spears

1st: Jackson County Sentinel
(Scottsboro)
www.jcsentinel.com

by: staff

2nd: The Cullman Tribune

www.cullmantribune.com
by: Dustin Isom, Noah
Galilee, staff

3rd: The Clanton
Advertiser
www.clantonadvertiser.com
by: Zack Bates

1st: The Outlook
Tallapoosa Tourism
by: Renee Trice
2nd: The Outlook

Koons Korner

by: Audra Spears

3rd: The Outlook

Wayside Animal Hospital

by: Audra Spears

1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Star Spangled

by: Emily Wooten

2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Subscribe Today

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom

START YOUR NEW YEAR OFF WITHG
TREAD FOR THE COLDER DAYS AH

ARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND:ST}

315 MAIN ST. NW, HANCEVILLE -, :-..INTH
MON-TUES-THURS-FRIDAY 8:00.5:30
WEDS 8-12 F SAT 8:00-2:00 -
. T .256-352-2221 .

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: The Citizen of East Alabama

(Phenix City)
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

by: Haylie Rivera

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Buck Creek

by: Rhett McCreight

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Oak View Animal Hospital

by: staff

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Library 70th Anniversary

by: Dee Ann Campbell

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Vulcan Termite and Pest

by: Rhett McCreight

2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam
(Guntersville)

Feed the Farm

by: Sherrie Hall

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Buck Creek

by: Rhett McCreight

CLASSIFIEDS AND  BUY 1T+ SELLIT
PUBLIC NOTICES  -TRADEIT

FIEDS
a

PUBLIC
NOTICES

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Nanafalia Church Christmas

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Small Business Celebration

by: Rhett McCreight

1st: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

Little Feathers

by: Haylie Rivera

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Buck Creek

by: Rhett McCreight

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Boots for Glory Rodeo

by: Dee Ann Campbell
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DIVISION C

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Football

by: staff

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Football Preview

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
Letters to Santa

by: Dee Ann Campbell

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Letters to Santa

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Thompson Championship

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Metro Football

1st: The Advertiser-Gleam
(Guntersville)

Porter’s Poem

by: Sherrie Hall

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

SunTV

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
Graduation

by: Dee Ann Campbell

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Athlete of the Week

by: staff

2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

Brought to you by

Congratulations to the Players of the Week!
& You are Making Memquries to Last a Lifetime!

BUNIAN  More Than A Dealership!

9167 H 256-878-0789
TOY@STA oyota.com
2

Douglas

AN .Y
Brock Walls
Senior LB -
| Sasssts

Carr Funeral Home
Congratulates all the
Players of the Week! || [

R mnmmm

(Guntersville)
Monthly Highlights at Sand Mountain

Toyota

by: Sherrie Hall

Lake Guntersville
—\( 'E HARDWARE
256-582-3353 Hardware
Congratulations on a
Great Game!

Senior RB,
12 carries for 128
yai ing

cungmnlnlnn-ﬁ @ [\

. leyewﬂhvheek

Tob| Knepper r

14 carries,
66 yards,

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PLAYER OF THE WEEK!

O sneADsTATE

y gu
SEAS| g

Z € 4
Aden Walker hu} to ~‘
lead Spain Park déf ns! E DEN
in comeback |

Season preview,
lbreakdown, prediction,
roster and more

NI

3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

BEAM Confidence Campaign

by: Haylie Rivera

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Vulcan Wanted Dead Not Alive
by: Rhett McCreight

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Lawn Mower For Sale

by: Vee Romero

3rd: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

Springapaloosa

by: Haylie Rivera

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Steward Machine

by: Octavia Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
TNT Fireworks Superstore

by: Octavia Campbell

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Lawn Mower For Sale

by: Vee Romero

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Fire Safety

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Horseshoe Bend High School
by: staff

3rd: The Advertiser-Gleam
(Guntersville)

Players of the week

by: Sherrie Hall

1st: The Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)

GameTime Magazine

2nd: Shelby County Reporter

(Columbiana)

Visitor’s Guide

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Football

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Vulcan Wanted Dead Not Alive
by: Rhett McCreight

2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

Gibson Body Shop

by: Dee Ann Campbell

3rd: The Advertiser-Gleam
(Guntersville)

Smart Irishmen

by: Sherrie Hall

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com

1st: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Football Show

by: Alec Etheredge

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Buck Creek Family Dental

by: Rachel Henderson

3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Oak View Animal Hospital

by: Rhett McCreight

1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
(Gilbertown)

SunTV Football

by: Dee Ann Campbell

2nd: Shelby County Reporter
(Columbiana)

Online Football Coverage

by: Connor Bucy, Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Gain access

by: staff
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D

ADVERTISING
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
3rd: The Dadeville Record

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE
OR SECTION

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W

1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Remembering Our Past-Taylor Swift

by: Tammy Andrews

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
Remembering Our Past-Clairmont
Springs

by: Tammy Andrews

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
Remembering Our Past- World's Tallest
Man

by: Tammy Andrews

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2
PAGE AND UNDER,
COLOR

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
First Community Bank

by: staff

2nd: The Dadeville Record
Tallapoosa Nutrition

by: Sam Himes

3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Vote for Kris Patton

by: Michelle Key

BEST SINGLE AD OVER
1/2 PAGE, COLOR

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Marcia Weber Art Objects
by: staff

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Coosa Cleaver

by: Renee Trice

3rd: Union Springs Herald
Judge Tatum

by: Cheryl Stabinski

"ﬂk.gmemhering Our Past
ferl World's Tallest Man visits Ashland

| [Many Clay County People See World's Tellest Man in Ashlend March 1] sanmmomcmant 00,6000

Jump up to grab it, but no
one was able to reach it.

firstCapital 1 G) eddaaieo

256-357-1022

The Clay Times-Journal |
Best Single Ad
1/2 page and under

CHEF
CURATED
‘CUISINE IN
 HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN
WETUMPKA

DISCOVER LOCAL CRAFT BREWS AND HANDCRAFTED COCKTAILS.

106 COMPANY STREET * 334.731.1190
COOSACLEAVER.COM =

El /THECOOSACLEAVER (@ @ THECOOSACLEAVER

The Wetumpka Herald |

Best Single Ad over 1/2 page

BEST REGULARLY
SCHEDULED SPECIAL
SECTION

1st: The Dadeville Record

Dadeville Magazine

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Home and Garden

3rd: The Baldwin Times

Fairhope Arts and Crafts

by: McKinzie Daniels, Frank Kustura

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL
SECTION

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Under the Lights

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
New Career Development Center

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal

Fall is here

BEST IN-PAPER
PROMOTION OF
NEWSPAPER

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Read Local, Shop Local

by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter
2nd: Union Springs Herald
Reader Engagement Wildlife
by: Cheryl Stabinski

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Subscribe. It Matters.

by: Audra Spears, Tippy Hunter

The Baldwin Times |
Best Regularly Scheduled
Special Section

S ¥ e
\'F ’?

i Crafts Festival Foundation and the City of Fairhope

BEST ADVERTISING
CAMPAIGN

1st: The Onlooker (Foley)
ultiMEAT sponsored by Parish Tractor
by: McKinzie Daniels,

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA

1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
1st Bank-Shelter Pets

by: Breanna Minter

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal

1st Bank-Read Across America

by: Breanna Minter

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal
1st Bank-Solar Eclipse
by: Breanna Minter

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Dadeville Record

Dadeville High School

by: Audra Spears, Sam Himes,

2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Meet your local candidates

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

Adopt A Shelter Pet

BEST NICHE
PUBLICATION

1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County

2nd: The Observer (Opelika)

Class of 2024

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

Gridiron Guide

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Wetumpka Herald

Bell Family Chiropractic

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald

Girl Winking

by: Tippy Hunter, Audra Spears

BEST PRESENTATION OF
ONLINE ADVERTISING

1st: The Baldwin Times
www.gulfcoastmedia.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com

BEST INNOVATIVE
ONLINE ADVERTISING -
SINGLE AD

1st: The Wetumpka Herald
1220 Cafe

by: Audra Spears

2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Parker Tire

by: Audra Spears

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
SA Recycling

by: staff
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DIVISION E

DIVISION M

1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

1st: Hoover Sun

Image Hive

by: Ted Perry

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Office Furniture Outlet

by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

1st: Hoover Sun

Mike’s Merchandise

by: Ted Perry

2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Regenesis

by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover Sun Spring & Fall Medical Guide
by: staff

P
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ULTRA GLO
All Jan Marini Products Laser Treatments
Brights kin tone

15% Off

through May 3lst.

Toss the razors! Pain Free
LASER HAIR REMOVAL
Up to 40% off

Ask us for details!

Feel better. Look better.

REGENESISSTEMCELL.COM
256.715.8193

As low as
$10.50/unit*

“subject to

units purchased

1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: Melanie Viering

1st: Hoover Sun
Brightmark Health-Dr Joseph Wu
by: Ted Perry

1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Restaurants
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights
by: staff

BRIARWOOD * CHELSEA * CLAY-CHALKVILLE * HEWITT-TRUSSVILLE * HOMEWOOD * HOOVER

2024 PREP FOOTBALL PREVIEW - SCHEDULES, ROSTERS & ANALYSIS
= ' >
A g : i /} e \ Tty

JOHN CARROLL * MOUNTAIN BROOK = OAK MOUNTAIN * SPAIN PARK * VESTAVIA HILLS

di u

LITTLE BETTY STEAK
* BAR'S FOUNDING

mi

DECK

THE HALLS

THE LEGACY LEAGUE

CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR

FooD

" CRAFT

EMERGING DESIGNER
LAKEN THOMPSON'S TALENT.

© TRAVEL - MUSIC + EVENTS - CULTURE

STAR, |
\ Von Braun Center

CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

ALABAMA
AEM Homecoming
+

STOVEHOUSE

FROM FACTORY TO
COMMUNITY HUB

JACKSON
w0

rhe S fadiy)
“ﬂle' * Bau '(L

‘ /z.‘e‘uzw‘e

1st: Mountain Brook Magazine
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
3rd: Jackson Magazine

1st: INDY Magazine

Left to Tell - Genocide Survivor, Immacu-
lie llibagaiza

by: Brian Hodge

2nd: East Alabama Living

Celebrating 20 Years of EAL

by: Beth Witten

3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine

The American Dream

by: Anna Grace Moore, Blair Ramsey

1st: Lake Magazine

Farewell to a Friend of Lake Martin

by: Betsy ller

2nd: Huntsville Magazine

From the Gridiron to the NASA

by: Erin Coggins, Takara Swoopes

3rd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Not Home For The Holidays

by: Casey Creque, Nadia Kidd

1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Sock It To Me

by: Hannah Knafer, Nadia Kidd

2nd: Huntsville Magazine

The Von Braun Center Celebrates 50
Years

by: Erin Coggins, Takara Swoopes

3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine

The American Dream

by: Anna Grace Moore, Blair Ramsey

1st: Lake Martin Living
A Journey of 2,000 Miles
by: Ben Smith

2nd: Alabama Magazine
Majestic Caverns

by: Bishop Chavers
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DIVISION M

3rd: Lake Martin Living
Hawaii Vacay
by: Lacey Howell

1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Hands!

by: Casey Creque, Nadia Kidd, Amy
Bailey

2nd: Mountain Brook Magazine
Veal and Valor

by: Anna Grace Moore, Taylor Hager
3rd: Jackson Magazine

Warehouse 207

by: Marla Ballard, Ashley Colon, Eliza-
beth Law

1st: Beachin’

Reel Talk

by: Cole McNanna

2nd: Lake Martin Living

Reeltown Football Superfan

by: Ben Smith, Lizi Arbogast Gwin
3rd: Huntsville Magazine

Dirt, Dance, and Dad Bods

by: Takara Swoopes, Ricky Fernandez

1st: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Puppy Love

by: Bear Stapely, Amy Bailey

2nd: Hoover’s magazine

The Western Frontier

by: Untold Imagery, Rowan Futrell

3rd: Mountain Brook Magazine

Veal and Valor

by: Taylor Hager, Jamie Dawkins

1st: Huntsville Magazine

Urban Cowboy in Huntsville

by: Dokk Savage

2nd: Lake Magazine

Northern Lights

by: Audra Spears

3rd: Beachin’

When Dolphins Soar - Gulf Shores
student-built plane takes flight
by: Micah Green

1st: Huntsville Magazine

www. huntsvillemagazine.com

2nd: Mountain Brook Magazine
www.mountainbrookmagazine.com
3rd: East Alabama Living
www.eastalabamaliving.com

1st: Live Lee

Love is Intoxicating- Celebrate
Responsibly

by: Jessica Henderson

2nd: East Alabama Living
From Our Hives to Your Table
by: Claire Hodges, Steve Witten
3rd: Community Matters

City of Cullman - Oktoberfest
by: Dustin Isom

1st: Mountain Brook Magazine

The Cook Store

2nd: Community Matters

Cullman County Sheriff's Office

by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom, Noah
Galilee

3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
Fringe

1st: Jackson Magazine

6 issues a year

by: Elizabeth Law

2nd: East Alabama Living
Subscription Offer

by: Stephanie McGinn, Steve Witten
3rd: Mountain Brook Magazine
Subscribe Now Ad

by: staff

1st: Mountain Brook Magazine
by: staff

2nd: East Alabama Living

by: Stephanie McGinn, Beth Witten,
Steve Witten

3rd: Huntsville Magazine

by: Takara Swoopes

1st: Alabama Magazine
Oktoberfest

2nd: INDY Magazine

Welcome Home

3rd: East Alabama Living

20th Anniversary Cover

by: Stephanie McGinn, Beth Witten,
Steve Witten

1st: Huntsville Magazine

The Sports Issue

by: Takara Swoopes, Erin Coggins,
Dokk Savage

2nd: Beachin’

The Food Issue

by: Micah Green, Kayla Green, staff
3rd: Lake Magazine

The Outdoor Issue

by: staff

1st: Lake Martin Living
Culture Shock

by: Lacey Howell

2nd: East Alabama Living
The Write Purpose

by: Christy K. Truitt

3rd: Lake Magazine

The Scramble

by: Rob Witherington

1st: Shelby County Living

Shelby County Hall of Fame

by: Anna Grace Moore, Alec Etheredge
2nd: Lake Magazine

Golden Picker Bag

by: Shaylee Beck Moore, Audra Spears
3rd: Lake Magazine

Plug Day

by: Betsy ller, Audra Spears
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TIPS FOR
SUCCESS

* Set aside copies of your best 2025 work now!

* When ready to submit entries in contest portal, check that entry
titles and bylines are entered correctly.

® Be sure you are submitting entries considering the category
description and guidelines in the rule books.

* Remember that General Excellence and Advertising Sweepstakes
are categories that consider points from other categories - the
more categories won, the higher points towards GE and AS.

* Many entries require the use of a paywall. Consider
uploading a pdf or other version instead or in addition to.
Some categories have over 30 entries and for judges, it can be
tedious to have to log in to 20+ newspaper websites.
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