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The Tuscaloosa News						      ‘UA adapted athletics championship’ by Gary Cosby Jr.

#AMA2024
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CONGRATULATIONS
The AMA tab shows all winners for editorial, advertising, digital and magazine categories.

 It is organized by division rather than by category.
#AMA2024

STORY OF THE YEAR

Hoover Sun
Food for our Journey

by: Jon Anderson

AD OF THE YEAR

The Outlook
People Read

by: Audra Spears

PHOTO OF THE YEAR

(featured on cover)
The Tuscaloosa News
US adapted athletics 
championship
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

MOST IMPROVED

Division B
The News Courier 
(Athens)

Division C
Citizen of East 
Alabama (Phenix 
City)

Division D
The Observer
(Opelika) 

ARTISTIC PEOPLE READ THE PAPER.

STYLISH
DEDICATED

POLITE
WORKERS

CLEVER
STUDENTS

YOUNG
RELIABLE

DDDDDYYYYYYYNNNNAAAMMMMIIICCCC
GGGGGGGRRRRRRREEEEEEAAAAAATTTTTT

Subscribe to The Wetumpka Herald
thewetumpkaherald.com

Subscribe to The Wetumpka Herald
thewetumpkaherald.com

COOL PEOPLE READ THE PAPER.

SSTYYLISSHH
DDEEDDICATED
CCRREATIVE
WWOORRKERS

SSMMAARRTT
SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS

YYOOUUNNGG
OOLLDD

DYNAMIC
ARTICULATE Subscribe to The Outlook

alexcityoutlook.com

CHARMING PEOPLE READ THE PAPER.

SSSTTTYYYLLLIIISH
DDDEETAILED
AARTISTIC
POLITE
CLEVER

RELIABLE
DDEETTEERMIINNEEDDD

GGRREEAAATT

FFAAIITTHHFFUUL
RREEAALLISSTIC Subscribe to The Outlook

alexcityoutlook.com

IMAGINATIVE PEOPLE READ THE PAPER.

STYLISH
DETAILED
ARTISTIC
POLITE
CLEVER

RREELLIABBLLEE
DDETEERRMMIINEEDD

GREATT

FFAAIITTHHFULL
REALISTICCCC
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
1st: The Anniston Star

FOI-FIRST 
AMENDMENT AWARD 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Freedom of the press in Atmore 
by: John Sharp
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser 
LGBTQ library book ban 
by: Hadley Hitson

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: The Anniston Star 
www.annistonstar.com 
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
www.al.com 

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
One Alabama county cracked down on 
pregnant drug users. 10 years later, has 
it gone too far? 
by: Amy Yurkanin
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
Predatory Towing 
by: Heather Gann
3rd: Alabama Media Group
Saving Chandler Mountain 
by: Dennis Pillion

BEST LOCAL 
ECONOMIC COVERAGE 
1st: The Anniston Star
by: Sherry Kughn, Bill Wilson, Ashley 
Morrison
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
by: Hannah Denham, John Sharp

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group
by: Rebecca Griesbach, Trisha Powell Crain
2nd: The Anniston Star
by: Ashley Morrison, Sherry Kughn

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group

by: Hannah Denham, Joseph Bryant, 
Kayode Crown
2nd: The Anniston Star 
by: Ashley Morrison, Sherry Kughn

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser 
Dadeville shooting 
by: Alex Gladden, Marty Roney
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Execution of James Edward Barber 
by: Marty Roney
3rd: Alabama Media Group 
Just a bus ticket and an ankle monitor: 
Alabama leaves freed prison inmates 
with no money, no plan 
by: Ivana Hrynkiw

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Moody landfill fire 
by: Dennis Pillion
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
What is wrong with the Walker County jail? 
by: Sarah Whites-Koditschek
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Aging and caregiving in Alabama
by: Hadley Hitson

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Forever chemicals dumped in Alabama 
by: Sarah Whites-Koditschek, Dennis 
Pillion
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
Alabama saw a surge in mass layoffs in 
2023, especially in manufacturing 
by: Hannah Denham
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News 
UA baseball, softball tournaments bring 
more than $2M into Tuscaloosa economy 
by: Ken Roberts

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
63 years of memories at an old-school 
Alabama burger and shake shack 
by: Bob Carlton
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
The surprise rebirth of a classic American 
hard-rock band 
by: Matt Wake
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Did Taylor Swift attend a prom in 
Tuscaloosa? You bet 
by: Jasmine Hollie

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser 
Loss of ferry leaves town isolated 
by: Hadley Hitson
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Dadeville shooting and aftermath 
3rd: Alabama Media Group 
Did that costume at Eufaula’s Admiral 
Moorer Middle School break your brain? 
Here’s how it works
by: Lawrence Specker

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Florida Man ain’t got nothin’ on Tommy 
Tuberville 

by: John Archibald
2nd: The Anniston Star 
Memo to Human Resources
by: Lisa Davis
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
How squirrels thrive on UA’s campus
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Years after brothers serve 20 years for 
rape they said they did not commit- 
judge tosses wrongful conviction 
by: Roy S. Johnson
2nd: The Anniston Star 
What in the Wordle?  
by: Donna Barton

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Opinion Columns
by: Kyle Whitmire
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Opinion Columns
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
The debate around NIL and Alabama 
high school athletics is here 
by: Nick Alvarez
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Darius Miles Shooting Investigation 
by: Nick Kelly 
3rd: The Anniston Star 
A century ago, Alabama won in Pasadena 
by: Mark Edwards

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Inside the 4th-and-31 pass that won 
Alabama the Iron Bowl at Auburn 
by: Matt Stahl
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Inside Fourth and 31 
by: Nick Kelly

Alabama Media Group -
Best News Feature Story 
Coverage
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

3rd: The Anniston Star 
MS. 1,000: Surprise Jana McGinnis
by: Mark Edwards

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
‘Be Better Than Yesterday’: How four 
words on a sticky note have inspired 
Auburn’s football team 
by: Ainslie Lee
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
‘I’m gonna catch it and run’: The story of 
the Kick Six, as told by the officials 
by: Creg Stephenson
3rd: The Anniston Star 
Inside a Jax State softball road trip 
by: Mark Edwards

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Jax State’s new identity is shoxing to the 
X-treme 
by: Joseph Goodman
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Wrong answer for Nate Oats 
by: Chase Goodbread
3rd: Alabama Media Group 
The 6 seconds that spawned another 
Iron Bowl icon 
by: Michael Casagrande

BEST FEATURE PHOTO 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News 
Tuscaloosa Gauntlet 
by: Gary Cosby Jr.
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Apache flyover 
by: Jake Crandall
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Graduation Wave 
by: Jake Crandall

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News 
Alice Marie Johnson celebrates freedom 
by: Gary Cosby Jr.
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Ferry Family 
by: Jake Crandall
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Drag March 
by: Mickey Welsh

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser 
Bloody sidewalk 
by: Jake Crandall
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser 
Selma Survivor 
by: Mickey Welsh
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Hale County tornado damage 
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News 
UA adapted athletics championship 
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Softball Slide 
by: Mickey Welsh
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Terrion Arnold pass break-up 
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser 
Packers Bend 
by: Jake Crandall

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS 

1st: Alabama Media Group 
How much do concessions cost 
at an Alabama basketball game? 
Hint: It’s a lot 
by: Ben Flanagan, Ramsey 
Archibald
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
God and guns, grocery taxes, 
and death 
by: J.D. Crowe

BEST HEADLINE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Tuberville’s butt fumble proves 
one thing: He has no business 
in the Senate 
by: John Archibald, Challen 
Stephens
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News 
Why will the Tuscaloosa 
Chick-fil-A cross the road? To get 
to the other side 
by: Ken Roberts
3rd: Alabama Media Group
‘Who’s going to buy my house 
now?’ Alabama Power reservoir 
plan raises ire 
by: Challen Stephens, Dennis 
Pillion

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Dadeville mass shooting coverage 
by: William Thornton, Carol Robinson, staff
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
The mysterious disappearance of Carlee 
Russell
by: Carol Robinson

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
1st: Alabama Media Group
Season of Change 1963 
by: Kalyn Dunkins, Jonathan Sobolewski, 
Amanda Khorramabadi
2nd: Alabama Media Group 
Best food in Alabama
3rd: Alabama Media Group 
Carlee Russell X thread 
by: Madison Underwood

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Panther: Blueprint for Black Power 
by: Roy S. Johnson, Eunice Elliott, John 
Hammontree

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Clotilda, America’s last known slave ship 
by: Amanda Khorramabadi

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: Alabama Media Group 
Maternal care deserts in Alabama 
by: Amanda Khorramabadi

The Tuscaloosa News -
Best Sports Photo

Montgomery Advertiser -
Best Feature Photo

The Anniston Star -
Best Sports Single Event
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION B Daily newspapers 21,999 circulation and below

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
1st: The Cullman Times  
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)  
3rd: The Cullman Tribune  

FOI-FIRST 
AMENDMENT 
AWARD 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Dodge City corrects action taken in 
executive sessions 
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Wagon Trail Med Serv Saga 
by: Cheyenne Sharp, Noah Galilee, 
Tiffany McKoy
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Editorial: The great debate…back 
to the basics for the 2024 Primary 
Election 
by: Noah Galilee

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
www.alexcityoutlook.com 
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser 
www.clantonadvertiser.com 
3rd: The Cullman Times 
www.cullmantimes.com 

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
by: Lee Champion
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Free obituary listings online and in print 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee
2nd: The Cullman Tribune 
Pet of the Week 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Co-op seeing 2 month wait times for 
new connections 
by: Patrick Camp

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st: The Cullman Times 
by: Tom Mayer, Amanda Shavers
2nd: The Selma Times-Journal 
by: James Jones
3rd: The News Courier (Athens)  

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES 
1st: The News Courier (Athens)
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)  
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
by: Anita Stiefel

BEST SPORTS COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times 
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel (Scottsboro)
by: Jason Bowen
3rd: The News Courier (Athens)
by: Adam Dodson, Nicolle S. Praino, 
Jake Winfrey

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Tribune
2nd: The Cullman Times
by: Patrick Camp, Benjamin Bullard
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Nicole Smith
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
by: Peggy M. Himburg

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)  
2nd: The Cullman Times  
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)  

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT 

1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)  
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)  
3rd: The Cullman Tribune  

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)  
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser  
3rd: The Cullman Tribune  

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY 
1st: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
‘God comforted her’: Missing child 
found safe in Parrish 
by: Nicole Smith
2nd: The Cullman Times 
CCSO: Deputy, dispatcher dead in 
apparent murder-suicide 
by: Patrick Camp
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Ryan Manning found not guilty in child 
abuse case 
by: Hunter Jones

The Selma Times-Journal - 
Best Editorial Page 

or Section
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OPINION

Last weekend, the past and present sent 
shockwaves through my body at Stillman 
College’s Homecoming. 

Thirty-fi ve years ago, I was a high school senior at Holt 
High School and three months away from graduation.  
Whether or not I would graduate on time 
wasn’t a mystery. The question marks 
surrounding my future were: how high 
my Grade Point Average would end up 
and where I was going to college.  Several 
of my classmates already made choices 
to attend college, JUCO, or trade school, 
while I remained undecided.
Stillman College wasn’t on my radar 
then despite my older sister going 
there. I planned to attend Shelton State 
Community College during the summer 
and transfer to the University of Alabama 
either in the fall or winter semester. 
My goal was to become a Sportscaster. 
Alabama has one of the top communication 
schools in the nation.
I stayed with that plan until three days 
before graduation. My sister suggested, 
‘Give Stillman a try. If you don’t like it, 
head to Alabama next year.’’
At our rehearsal before graduation two days later, 
I announced to my classmates that I was going to 
Stillman College.
When I arrived at Stillman that summer, I was 
surrounded by other freshmen struggling to fi nd their 
way. We went from super seniors to unknown freshmen.  
Some of us survived and rediscovered ourselves, fi nding 
the right words for a research paper in English and 

solving a complicated Algebra problem.
My freshmen classmates and I also benefi ted from 
the advice of several underclassmen who were always 
willing to pass on their wisdom at a minute’s notice.  
They helped us overcome our growing pains. It’s always 

great to see them every year at Homecoming.
he turning point for me came during my sophomore 
year.  Stillman College Journalism professor 
Stephen F. Jackson recommended that I switch from 
broadcasting to print journalism. Jackson said  he 
saw great potential in me as a newspaperman than a 
broadcaster.
I took Jackson’s advice as it opened many doors for 
me. Jackson got me an internship at The Tuscaloosa 
News, where I learned sports journalism under the 
late Cecil Hurt. Winning a Pulitzer Prize highlighted 
my 26 years at The Sun Herald. I’ve won numerous 
awards at my current job, The Selma Times-Journal.
Six members in the Class of 1992 have passed on 
over the years. Some freshmen that arrived with me 
did not reach the four-year journey to earn a college 
diploma.
Emotions washed over me as I saw several members 
of my freshman class who reached the holy grail 
on Mother’s Day. 1992. I’m proud and honored we 
graduated together.

The decision to attend Stillman College was the best 
move I ever made. I realized that Stillman College’s 
road to a journalism career was just as capable as 
The University of Alabama’s. I’m grateful for that 
opportunity and my lifelong friendships with the Class 
of 1992.

On Friday, January 27, 2023, 
Alabama’s law enforcement 
community received notice that 

approximately 400 inmates would be 
released just three days later, on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023. 
This was to be the 
fi rst of many such 
prisoner releases 
mandated by a law 
passed in October 
2021 during a 
special session. In 
describing to law 
enforcement what 
was to come that 
Tuesday, the notice 
never used the 
word “violent” to 
describe the types 
of offenders that 
would be released. 
As a matter of 
fact, the 2021 law 
dictating the early 
release never uses the word “violent” 
either, perhaps explaining why it passed 
by such wide margins.
As our state has started to grapple with 
the ongoing release of mostly violent 
offenders, one particular talking point 
has taken hold among those seeking to 
minimize the absurdity of this policy. 
The argument is: “They’re going to get 
out anyway.” This kind of oversimplifi ed 
and unsophisticated rhetoric is exactly 
what got our state into this public-safety 
mess to begin with, just as “prison 
overcrowding” has been used to promote 
every bad criminal-justice policy 
decision in recent history.
The “they’re going to get out anyway” 
argument assumes that because most 
inmates are eventually released from 
prison, there is no harm in letting the 
worst offenders out a year early to see 
how they do under “supervised” release. 
There are glaring problems with this 
premise.
First, this kind of thinking ignores the 
fundamental philosophical question 
of whether criminals should serve the 
sentence imposed by the judge in their 
individual cases, or whether those 
sentences should be arbitrarily reduced 
across the board by new laws. As a 
career prosecutor, I believe that nothing 
is more important to the legitimacy of 
our criminal justice system than truth 
in sentencing—for law enforcement, 
for victims, and even for criminals. If 
we believe that supervision is critical to 
successful reentry, why must it occur 
before the inmate has served his time? 
You can believe in the value of reentry 
supervision, but also believe that an 
inmate should serve his sentence. In 
the federal criminal-justice system, an 
inmate serves his sentence and is then 
released to supervision.
Second, you cannot have an honest 
conversation about the 2021 law without 
addressing its Achilles’ heel: the law’s 
retroactivity. Mandatory early release 
fi rst showed up in Alabama law in 2015, 
but at that time, the law only applied to 
those sentenced after 2015. This allowed 
the law to be more slowly implemented 
over a much smaller number of inmates 
to the benefi t of all involved parties. 
Only 66 inmates qualifi ed for early 
release in the fi rst year following the 
passage of the 2015 law. In 2021, many 
felt it would be harmless to go ahead 
and retroactively expand mandatory 
early release to those sentenced before 
2015. But this one aspect of the law 
created two major problems: (1) the 
mass release of prisoners, a few hundred 
at a time, for several months; and (2) 
a disproportionately violent group of 
inmates being released to supervision.
These two problems should have been 
easy to predict (and, in fact, were 
predicted and warned about). The 
mass release is a direct result of the 
bottlenecking of inmates that the 2021 
law created by making a signifi cant 
number of inmates suddenly eligible 
for early release as of a single 
calendar day. 

(334) 875-2110
Fax: (334) 872-4588
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independent contractors of the Times-Journal.  Paid home-delivery or 
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You can also  nd the Times-Journal on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/selmatimesjournal

The Selma Times-Journal is always 
looking for articles and photography 
that help us tell the stories of the 
communities we serve. Please feel free 
to submit your news to us, and photos 
as well.

Electronic delivery of articles and 
photographs assists us in getting your   
submission into print sooner. It also 
reduces the risk of errors that occur 
during the typesetting process. 

Articles generally should be 500 
words or less, though we will consider 
longer pieces in special circumstances.

Photographs should be saved at 
a resolution not less than 200 dots 
per inch. Send them in color, and we’ll 
convert to black-and-white if neces-
sary. Photos printed on ink-jet printers 
aren’t of acceptable quality.

Any questions about article or 
photo submissions should be directed 
to news@selmatimesjournal.com. Or 
call (334) 875-2110 and ask for the 
newsroom.

WANTED: NEWS
How to submit articles, photos

The Selma Times-Journal and its          
employees strive for the following:

 To report news accurately and without 
bias

 To edit and publish with integrity and 
with the best interests of our community 
in mind

 To take an active leadership role in our 
community

 To do what we say we will do
 To bend over backwards to meet the 

needs of our advertisers
 To operate at a pro t level that allows 

us to fairly compensate our employees, 
reinvest in our organization and stand 
independent from outside in uences

 And, above all, to treat our readers, 
advertisers and employees as we would 
like to be treated ourselves

OUR MISSION
The goals we set for ourselves

Directory

ONN

The

HAVE AN OPINION: 
What do you think of the stories we’ve 
published or the things happening in 
our communities? 

Go to the Times-Journal’s website at 
www.selmatimesjournal.com.

   By US Mail  In Dallas Co. Outside Dallas County
     13 weeks  $46.50 $70.50
     26 weeks  $93.00 $141.0  
     52 weeks  $186.00 $282.00

Below is a partial listing of the staff 
and administration of The Selma 
Times-Journal.

DENNIS PALMER
President and Publisher
dennis.palmer@selmatimesjournal.
com

JAY DAVIS
Vice President and Business Manager
jay.davis@selmatimesjournal.com

ADVERTISING & MARKETING

Tina S.  Yelverton
Advertising Director
tina.yelverton@selmatimesjournal.
com

Bill Tomey
Marketing Consultant
bill.tomey@selmatimesjournal.
com

CLASSIFIED ADS
classi eds@selmatimesjournal.com
334-375--4028

PUBLIC NOTICES
public.notices@
selmatimesjournal.com

OBITUARIES

obits@selmatimesjournal.com

CIRCULATION
Tasha Tice
Circulation Manager
tasha.tice@selmatimesjournal.
com 

Curtis Thomas
Distribution
curtis.thomas@selmatimesjournal.
com

NEWS & SPORTS
James Jones
Managing Editor
james.jones@selmatimesjournal.com

Travis Gupton
News Editor
travis.gupton@selmatimesjournal.
com

S
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
We encourage you to share your opinion with readers of The Selma Times-Journal.
‘Submit your letter to the editor to The Times-Journal by:
E-mail:  news@selmatimesjournal.com
Fax:  (334) 872-4588
Mail: P.O. Box 611, Selma, AL 36702
In person: 1018 Water Ave., Selma.

All letters must be signed by the author and must include a telephone number for veri cation purposes. Letters should be 300 
to 500 words. Submitted columns should be 500 to 700 words.  We reserve the right to edit submitted information. For more 
information, call 410-1724.

Guest Columnist

Early Release Law 
has question marks

Our Opinion

Ward 7 received a big boost Monday as the  
American Red Cross and the Selma Fire 
Department installed over 600 free smoke 

alarms for local families.
Kelly Hodges, Executive Director Central East Alabama 

Red Cross, presented a certi cate to interim Selma Fire 
Chief Franklin Edwards at the Sound the Alarm event.

Selma City Councilwoman Jannie Thomas of Ward 7 
said the smoke alarms were needed because the area has a 

lot of  res and some lives were lost. 
We’re grateful that state organizations helped out: 

Alabama Power Foundation, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Alabama, Bras eld & Gorrie and the City of 
Montgomery.

We applaud the American Red Cross and SFD for 
stepping up to assist Ward 7 residents. We look forward 
to seeing them install smoke alarms in Selma in the near 
future.

Ward 7 residents receive free smoke alarms

Stillman College laid the 
foundation for future success

Columnist

MARSHALL
Steve Marshall is the 
Alabama State Attorney 
General .

JONES

James Jones is Man-
aging  Editor of  The 
Selma Times-Journal. 
He can be reached 
at James.Jones@

selmatimesjournal.
com.

The Cullman Times -
Best Public Service

Daily Mountain Eagle -
Best In-Depth News Coverage
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION B Daily newspapers 21,999 circulation and below

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Librarian: Efforts to ban books from Cull-
man library on the rise 
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
Anthony Mitchell  
by: Ed Howell
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Cullman County lawsuit could have 
national impact 
by: Patrick Camp

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Co-op seeing 2 month wait times for 
new connections 
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: The Cullman Times 
Why is the price of eggs so high? 
by: Benjamin Bullard
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Flourish of Cullman pairs area businesses 
with individuals with ‘differing abilities’ 
by: Patrick Camp

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Future of Wallace State library in question 
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: The Cullman Times 
Cookie brothers 
by: Benjamin Bullard
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
‘Finding a source of happiness’: Missouri 
couple on quest to walk across America 
by: Ron Harris

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
McCrary’s Mission
by: Danielle W. Kirkland
2nd: The Cullman Times
Pastors discuss reasons behind leaving, 
remaining with UMC
by: Patrick Camp

3rd: The Cullman Times
Early release inmates returning to Cullman
by: Patrick Camp

BEST EDITORIAL 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
Clean Up Alabama is not protecting 
children, it’s hurting them 
by: Abigail Murphy
2nd: The Cullman Times 
Additional tax fuels the pain on 
medication. That’s morally wrong. 
by: Amanda Shavers
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Government transparency now under 
local attack
by: Amanda Shavers

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Neither for president! 
by: David Carroll
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Insomnia and poetry 
by: Danielle W. Kirkland
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
We’re “Number Two!” 
by: David Carroll

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Let’s take an anger break 
by: David Carroll
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
It starts with one day a time 
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel (Scottsboro) 
Lyreleaf sage on my mind 
by: Danielle W. Kirkland

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Commentary 
by: Danielle W. Kirkland
2nd: The Cullman Tribune 
Celebrating the WUNDERGARTEN 
by: staff

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Blast From The Past: Reliving the Cold 
Springs’ 1998-99 state championship run 
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Ready to Run 
by: Jason Bowen
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser 
Verbena High School Football Rebuild 
Feature 
by: Crey Reeder, Brandon Sumrall

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Back to B’ham 
by: Jason Bowen
2nd: The Cullman Tribune 
Rickard’s game-winner lifts Fairview over 
Good Hope 72-69 
by: Sammy Confer
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Bearcats advance to state semifinals with 
dramatic, 4-2 win over Gardendale 
by: Nick Griffin

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: The Cullman Times
Seeing Double: Final stretch in focus for 
hoops-savvy Tetro twins
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Sosa to Slovenia: summer biking in Europe
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: The News Courier (Athens)
Hitting the field: Women attend Golden 
Eagles football camp
by: Justin Travis

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Cullman Times 
TALKIN’ PREP BASKETBALL: New rules 
spark debate among local coaches 
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: The Cullman Tribune 
PREP SPORTS: Looking back at some of 
the best games of 2022 
by: Sammy Confer
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Jasper’s Rolen enshrined in 
National Baseball Hall of Fame

BRYAN BENNETT | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hall of Fame inductees Fred McGriff, left, and Scott Rolen, right, 
pose for a picture during the National Baseball Hall of Fame in-
duction ceremony on Sunday in Cooperstown, N.Y.

Rob Hunt
CNHI Sports Indiana

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. — “Well, 
Dad, I did that thing.”

With that, Scott Rolen acknowl-
edged a lesson he learned from 
his father when he was an Indiana 
All-Star in basketball as he took his 
place among the immortals as a 
member of the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame on Sunday in Cooper-
stown, N.Y.

It was a memory from a time 
when the 1993 Mr. Baseball winner 
was struggling as a member of the 
’93 basketball All-Star team, just af-
ter the Jasper great had been draft-
ed by the Philadelphia Phillies.

“After Day 1, I told Dad I have a 
minor problem that I need advice 
with,” Rolen recalled. “His answer, 
‘OK.’”

After explaining he was a worse 

player than everyone in the gym 
— including the coach — Rolen 
remembers his father pointing 
out he was saying all the things he 
couldn’t do.

“’Well, what can you do?’” Ed 
Rolen asked.

“Well, I guess I can rebound. 
I can play defense. I can dive for 
loose balls … I can outhustle, out-
work and beat everyone down the 
floor,” Rolen replied.

“Then, here came the words 
of wisdom,” the Hall of Famer re-
called. “Well, do that then.”

Those words carried him on 
through minor league baseball, 
into the major leagues and on to 
the pinnacle of the sport as a Hall of 
Famer.

“It gave me a simple mindset 
that I would never allow myself 
to be unprepared or outworked,” 
Rolen said. “‘Well, do that then’ put 

me on this stage today.”
Rolen played for the Philadel-

phia Phillies, St. Louis Cardinals, 
Toronto Blue Jays and Cincinnati 
Reds over a 17-season career, earn-
ing eight Gold Glove Awards at 
third base. A unanimous choice as 
the 1997 National League Rookie 
of the Year, Rolen debuted with the 
Phillies in 1996 but fell one at-bat 
short of exhausting his Rookie of 
the Year eligibility when he was hit 
by a pitch in September, ending his 
season. He won his first Gold Glove 
Award in 1998 and a Silver Slugger 
Award in 2002, a year in which he 
was traded to the Cardinals.

With St. Louis, he was named 
to the NL All-Star team in each 
of his first four seasons, finishing 
fourth in the NL Most Valuable 
Player Award voting in 2004 while 
helping the Cardinals win the NL 
pennant. 

Hitting the field

Women attend Golden Eagles football camp

JUSTIN TRAVIS/FOR THE NEWS COURIER

11-on-11 drills broke out at the end of the camp, showcasing all the new skills the women learned over the course of the evening 
on Monday.

by Justin tRavis 
jtravis@cullmantimes.com

More than two dozen of 
the hardest working and 
most unsung athletes in the 
Athens area gathered Mon-
day evening at Larry McCoy 
Field for the Golden Eagles 
annual women’s football 
camp.

“It’s been a lot of fun for me 
and I’m having a good time, 
it’s probably been the most 
fun we’ve had at a camp,” 
Athens head varsity football 
coach Cody Gross said, “I 
think the ladies are having 
some fun as well. I see a whole 
lot of smiles out here, that’s 
for sure.”

Twenty-five mothers, 
daughters, wives and even 
some grandmothers partic-
ipated in an array of lessons 
on the gridiron, getting an 
up close and personal look at 
what current Golden Eagle 
players have to go through on 
a near-daily basis.

“I really want for the ones 
who have their sons and 

grandsons currently playing, 
(to) get an insight on what all 
they really do for us,” Gross 
said. “Even just sitting there 
in the locker room going over 
the plays, they were blown 
away with how much the 
players have to know.”

The camp, which kicked off 
at 5:30 p.m. on July 24, started 
in the varsity football locker 
room at Athens Stadium. To 
begin the camp, Gross, along 
with his offensive and defen-
sive coordinators, walked the 
group of women through all 
the little details that go into a 
single play call.

The ladies then hit the 

field — some literally — and 
took on different positional 
drills such as blocking, taking 
handoffs, running routes and, 
of course, tackling practice. 
Beth Patton, longtime Athens 
City Schools superintendent, 
was one of the eager campgo-
ers who was happy to support 
Athens High School.

“I really just wanted to 
learn a little bit more about 
the game,” Patton said. “Even 
though I was in the band and 
I have two boys who played 
football, I still never really 
learned the game, so this has 
been really fun to learn how it 
all comes together.”

The misinformed ste-
reotype of “dumb jocks” or 
stupid athletes has resonated, 
especially in football players, 
for years. Patton would go on 
to express how that stereo-
type is greatly exaggerated 
and without any true merit.

“Being out here, the 
thing that surprised me the 
most is how much you have 
to know and how much 
you have to memorize on 
each and every play,” Patton 
said. “There truly is a lot of 
thinking in the sport, and 
you really have to be smart 
and on top of your game to 
play it.”

BOSTON (AP) — The Boston 
Celtics have answered their most 
pressing question of the offseason. 
Jaylen Brown will be part of the 
franchise for the foreseeable future.

The Celtics’ wing has agreed to 
terms on a five-year supermax con-
tract extension that will pay him 
up to $304 million, his agent said 
Tuesday.

It’s the richest contract in NBA 
history, surpassing the $264 million 
deal signed by Nuggets center Niko-
la Jokic last summer.

The deal was first reported by 
ESPN and confirmed to The Asso-
ciated Press by Brown’s agent, Jason 
Glushon.

It keeps Brown with the team 
that drafted him third overall in 
2016 and watched him develop into 
a two-time All-Star.

He averaged career highs of 26.6 
points, 6.9 rebounds and 3.5 assists 
last season. But those numbers 
went down in the playoffs, when the 
Celtics lost to the Miami Heat in the 
Eastern Conference finals. In Game 
7, Brown had 19 points on 8-of-23 
shooting, making just one of nine 
3-point attempts.

Still, the totality of his time in 
Boston has made him a key piece 
of the franchise’s current core that 
management wasn’t willing to risk 
seeing depart when his current 
four-year deal expires after next 
season.

By virtue of making the All-NBA 
second team — Brown’s first such 
honor in his career — he was eligi-
ble for the supermax extension.

From the moment this past sea-
son ended, Celtics president of bas-
ketball operations Brad Stevens has 
been adamant that he wanted to see 
Brown sign a long-term deal.

“He’s a big part of us. We believe 
in him and I’m thankful for him,” 
Stevens said last month. “I’m really 
thankful that when those guys have 
success they come back to work. 
And when they get beat, they own 
it and they come back to work. And 
so I know that’s what they’re about. 
And that’s hard to find.”

Those sentiments were echoed 
by All-Star Jayson Tatum, who has 
paired with Brown to lead the Celt-
ics’ one-two punch in their runs to 
the NBA Finals in 2021-22 and the 
conference finals last season.

Following Boston’s East finals 
loss in May, Tatum said retaining 
Brown long-term was “extremely 
important.”

“He’s one of the best players in 
this league,” Tatum said. “He plays 
both ends of the ball and still is 
relatively young. And he’s accom-
plished a lot so far in his career. So, 
I think it’s extremely important.”

Jaylen Brown, 
Celtics agree 
to 5-year 
supermax deal 

JUSTIN TRAVIS/FOR THE NEWS COURIER

The ‘Football for Women’ campgoers pose with their instructors in their new t-shirts at the end 
of the camp.

The News Courier - 
Best Sports Feature Story

Jackson County Sentinel 
- Best Sports News 
In-Depth Coverage
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drivers who switched saved an average of $744* 

17870359
*Average annual savings of new customers surveyed in 2021 who reported auto savings when switching to Allstate. In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd 
Northbrook, IL. © 2022 Allstate Insurance.

The Lokey Agency • 256-259-1718
23394 John T. Reid Parkway • Scottsboro, AL 35768
heath.lokey@allstate.com

COLLEGE CROSS COUNTRY

After two honorable-mention 
All-American seasons at NCAA 
Division II Montevallo, a former 
Scottsboro baseball standout is 
heading to Division I.

Reed Latimer has confirmed he 
will play his final college baseball 
season at UAB, which will begin play 
next spring in the American Athletic 
Conference.

Latimer graduated from the Uni-
versity of Montevallo after playing 
three seasons for the Falcons.

After two really good seasons in 

D2, I decided to put my name in the 
portal,” Latimer said. “(UAB) was a 
combination of the perfect academic 
fit as well as it gives me a better op-
portunity for continuing my baseball 
career (beyond the collegiate level).”

The 2019 Scottsboro High School 
graduate said UAB’s Physician 
Assistant program is “plan B” if he’s 
unable to continue playing profes-
sionally.

Latimer enjoyed a strong career 
at Montevallo, finishing with a .334 
batting average and totaling 188 hits 
— 28 home runs, 42 doubles and 
two triples — along with 156 RBIs, 
101 runs, 37 walks, a .387 career 
on-base percentage and a .950 career 
fielding percentage while playing the 
2021-23 seasons.

This past season, Latimer led 
Montevallo in hits (77) as the senior 

batted .358 (77-for-215) with 13 
doubles, 14 home runs, 67 RBIs, 48 
runs and 16 walks while helping 
the Falcons go 39-16 and reach the 
NCAA South Regional for the first 
time in 16 years.

Latimer was named a 2023 
honorable mention All-American 
by the Division 2 College Coach-
es Association (D2CCA) and the 
National Collegiate Baseball Writers 
Association. 

Latimer was just the fourth player 
in Montevallo baseball history to 
earn the recognition from both 
groups. 

Latimer was also a CSC Aca-
demic All-District selection, First 
Team All-Gulf South Conference, a 
D2CCA South Region First-Team 
Selection, a National Collegiate 

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Latimer to finish college baseball career at UAB

by jason bowen
jason.bowen@jcsentinel.com

latimer | page 2b

READY TO RUN
Runners working toward NACC’s cross country debut 

Scottsboro alum was a 
two-time honorable 
mention All-American 
at Montevallo

For the second time in six years, Patrick Laney is starting an athletic program.
Laney was the head coach for the fledgling Scottsboro High School soccer program, a coach full of 

energy and excitement while admitting he was learning on the fly.
Laney learned pretty quickly, and while he gave the all credit 
to the players, Scottsboro was a playoff team in both girls and 

boys soccer in the program’s second season.
Now Laney is leading program construction in another 

sport at a different level, charged with building the new 
Northeast Alabama Community College cross country 

program. 
“I will say this, I do know more about cross 

country than I did when we started soccer 
at Scottsboro,” 

Laney joked. 
Laney also 

worked as an 
assistant coach 

with the Scottsboro 
cross country 

program, one of 
Alabama’s top 

high school 
programs, 
thus his 
familiarity 
with the 

sport. He’s 
also a runner himself, 
and the chance to coach 
the sport at NACC is 
something Laney is still 
on Cloud 9 about even 
after being on the job since 

October.
“Coaching in college wasn’t 

something I’d ever aspired to 
do, but I saw this opportunity 

and was really excited about what 
it could be,” said Laney, who still 

teaches at Scottsboro High School.
Despite a later start than most 

coaches had to recruit — Laney 
was hired a few weeks before the 
end of the 2023 high school cross 
country season — Laney went to work on the 
recruiting trail to build relationships with runners and 
coaches.

“Every kid we signed is a great kid. I signed kids that are 
smart and self-motivated, and since I’ve got to hang around 
them a lot, kids I knew I’d have fun hanging around with,” 

Laney said. “These kids are excited to be here and be apart of this. When 

by jason bowen
jason.bowen@jcsentinel.com

nacc | page 2b

photo courtesy of montevallo athletics

Scottsboro alum and former Montevallo two-time honorable 
mention All-American Reed Latimer will play his final college 
baseball season next spring at UAB.

Jackson 
Howes

Josue 
Luna

Brodie 
Ferguson

McCall 
Chandler

Shelton
Linville

Kimberly
Miller

NORTHEAST ALABAMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
2023 CROSS COUNTRY SCHEDULE
Sept. 1  Foothills Invitational  Oxford-Choccolocco Park
Sept. 15  Falcon Twilight Classic  Montevallo
Oct. 7  UAH Invitational   Huntsville-John Hunt Park
Oct. 13  Warhawk Invitational  Oakville Indian Mounds Park
Oct. 27  ACC Conference/NJCAA Regional Huntsville-John Hunt Park
Nov. 11  NJCAA National Championships Huntsville-John Hunt Park

SCRIMMAGES SET
Jackson County teams line up preseason jamborees 
ahead of the 2023 high school football season
Wednesday's Sentinel
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DIVISION B Daily newspapers 21,999 circulation and below

3rd: The Clanton Advertiser 
Boogity, boogity, boogity, 
let’s bring back racing 
by: Carey Reeder

BEST FEATURE 
PHOTO 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Hold on 
by: Amanda Shavers
2nd: The Cullman Times 
The write stuff 
by: Amanda Shavers
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Duck pond 
by: Amanda Shavers

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Cullman Times
Going where the welds are 
by: Amanda Shavers
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
Justice for Tony 
by: Ed Howell
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
Black Business Council Juneteenth 
Celebration 
by: Abigail Murphy

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
The shoes and the night I will never 
forget 
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
Prayer Vigil
by: Dalton Middleton
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Severe weather downs tree 
by: Amanda Shavers

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Home plate collision 
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Back to B’ham 
by: Jason Bowen
3rd: The Cullman Times 
Hangtime 
by: Jake Winfrey

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Bulls and broncs
by: Martha Needham
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
Annual Kiwanis Track and Field Day a 
huge success 
by: Ron Harris
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Dreams come true at Night to Shine 
by: Amy Leonard, Dustin Isom

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Newsies Playbill newspaper inclusion 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Childhood Cancer Awareness
by: Elizabeth Law
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Sepsis Awareness 
by: Elizabeth Law

BEST HEADLINE 
1st: The Cullman Times 
Heaviest Tomato? You got that ripe. 
by: Amanda Shavers
2nd: The Cullman Times 
The Write Stuff 
by: Amanda Shavers
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Fortunes told, crystals sold at new meta-
physical supply shop
by: Cayla Grace Murphy

BEST SPECIAL 
SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT 
1st: The Clanton Advertiser 
76th Chilton County Peach 
Festival Guide 
by: Carey Reeder
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander 
City) 
Gridiron Guide 
by: staff
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Newsies Playbill
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
InSight magazine
by: staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
The Wedding Issue 
by: staff
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser 
Faces & Places 2023 
by: Carey Reeder

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA 
1st: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)  
PrepZone Show
by: Johnathan Bentley, Zak McCullar, 
Jake Aaron
2nd: The Cullman Tribune 
Bedtime Stories 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)  
Timeline
by: Abigail Murphy

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Stabbing 
by: Noah Galilee, Lauren Estes

2nd: The Cullman Tribune  
Late Night Shooting
by: Noah Galilee
3rd: The Cullman Tribune 
Berlin fire 
by: W.C. Mann, Lauren Estes, Noah 
Galilee 

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Rock The South Recap 
by: Cayla Grace Murphy
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro) 
Back to School Keepsake 
by: staff
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper) 
social media 
by: Nicole Smith

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: The Cullman Tribune 
Bedtime Stories 
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Backpack Buddies aids students who 
experience food inefficiency  
by: Abigail Murphy
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Farmers Market Opening Day
by: Cayla Grace Murphy
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Cullman Christkindlmarkt
by: Cayla Grace Murphy

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Christmas in Cullman Tree Lighting
by: staff
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
A Tale of Ghosts and Murder
by: Abigail Murphy
3rd: The News Courier (Athens)  
JNES goodbye
by: C.P. Bailey

The Outlook - 
Best Spot News 
Photo
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Jawan Dallas police killing
by: Dale Liesch, Brady Petre, 
Kyle Hamrick
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
MCSO Overtime Investigation
by: Scott Johnson
3rd: The Montgomery
Independent
Holy Smoke
by: Brian Hodge

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
www.bizjournals.com/birmingham
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
www.citizenofeastalabama.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
State ABC signs ‘generous’ leases for 
liquor stores
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Suicide prevention
by: Don Mottern
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Mentoring Monday
by: staff

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
by: Doug Dimitry

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Andrew Simonson, Alec Etheredge
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
by: A.J. O’Leary, Illyshia Parker
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE 
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Laurel Thrailkill, A.J. O’Leary
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Colbert County Reporter
by: JR Tidwell

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN 
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Freemason lodge burns in 
Columbiana
by: Noah Wortham
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)

Two crew members killed in 
Chelsea helicopter crash
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
Twister’s Toll
by: Patrick Darrington

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Birmingham-Southern College
by: Laurel Thrailkill, A.J. O’Leary
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Maternal care in Birmingham
by: Laurel Thrailkill
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Nurse practitioner care in Birmingham
by: Laurel Thrailkill

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Built upon flavor
by: Noah Wortham

The Sand Mountain Reporter - 
Best Business Story or Column

We break news at 
SandMountainReporter.com.

Follow us on social media.

Mary Bailey | The Reporter
Charles and his son, Jo-el Pollard, proudly stand in front of their family business. Charles owns the only shoe 
repair shop in the county.

His Word
Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as 
a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God 
disciplines you.

– Deuteronomy 8:5, KJV
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By MARY BAILEY
The Reporter

Located in a small build-
ing positioned off of High-
way 431 in Boaz stands a 
cobbler shop that all started 
from faith.

Charles “Charlie” Pollard 
is a first-generation cobbler, 
or shoe repairman.

He didn’t have a dream to 
set out fixing shoes, zippers 
or making gun holsters, the 
business fell in his lap after 
some prayers.

“When you have a busi-
ness that has good months 
for only so long during the 
year, sometimes you have 
to find something else,” 

Pollard said. “I kept asking 
God, what do I do now? 
Show me what I need to 
do.”

Patience was something 
that Pollard learned very 
quickly.

As the weeks passed, a 

lady at Pollard’s church 
came to him and said her 
husband was retiring from 
his shoe business.

At first it didn’t click with 
Pollard that this was his 
answered prayer but then it 
did.

“I didn’t think much of 
it at first, but I took that as 
my answer from God,” he 
continued.

Pollard then started to 
train the craft. He had only 
months to learn as the man 
set to retire was ready to 
turn him loose.

A decade later, Pollard 
thinks back on the early 

By CHARLES WHISENANT
Special to The Reporter

State Sen. Clay Scofield, R-Ar-
ab, is resigning his senate seat to 
become executive vice president 
of the Business Council of Ala-
bama.

His resignation is expected to 
become official Monday after-
noon.

Gov. Kay Ivey will set a special 
election to fill the seat, though no 
timetable has been announced.

Scofield sent the following letter 
to the Arab Tribune to be shared 
with his constituents. The Tribune 
shared the letter with The Report-
er.

To the Citizens of Senate Dis-
trict 9,

Thank you. Thank you for 
taking a chance on a 30-year-old 
farm boy from Arab, AL, when 
you first elected me.

Serving you as your State Sen-
ator for the past thirteen years has 

Local cobbler repairs shoes, does leatherwork in Boaz shop

Will take role with 
Business Council

Child wanders from Albertville home, dad charged

A dying art

Scofield 
resigns

FILE | The Reporter 
State Sen. Clay Scofield’s cousin, Reagan 
Dobbs, holds the Bible while he takes the 
oath of office from Judge Liles C. Burke in 
November 2022. Scofield, a Republican 
who was elected to a fourth term in 2022, 
is resigning his senate seat to become 
executive vice president of the Business 
Council of Alabama.
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Home on fire in Albertville 
on Northridge Trace. Details 
posted online.
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Vegetarian recipe fit for 
holiday table, See A10

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER
Authorities continue to investigate a 

Monday morning incident involving a 
4-year-old child found on Section Line 
Road. The child was unharmed and is 
now safe.

According to a press release from 
Albertville Police Assistant Chief John 
Amos, at approximately 6:05 Monday 
morning, a motorist notified APD about 
a 4-year-old female she found standing 
barefoot in the 5200 block of Section 
Line Road. The child was uninjured, and 
the motorist cared for her until police 
arrived.

After officers were unable to locate 

the child’s caretakers, 
the Marshall County 
Department of Human 
Resources was contacted 
for assistance.

At approximately 6:50 
a.m., the APD Dispatch 
Center received a call 
from a family member 
who reported the child 
missing from a residence 
on Section Line Road. A field investiga-
tion determined the child was supposed 
to have been under the care of her father 
at the time she wandered away from her 
home.

APD officers developed further infor-
mation which led them to believe the 
father, identified as 29-year-old Jose 
Francisco Miguel, was not taking proper 
precautions to keep the child safe, and 
he was subsequently arrested for endan-
gering the welfare of a child. Miguel was 
booked into the Albertville City Jail and 
later released on a $500 bond.

The child was released to the custo-
dy of another family member, and the 
circumstances surrounding this incident 
are being investigated further by the 
Marshall County Department of Human 
Resources.

Sports Extra
Boaz’s Childers
wins Player of
the Week for
Week 9
Pirate junior running back scores 4 
TDs in playoff-clinching win, See B1

Birmingham Business Journal - 
Best Public Service
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Pick of the patch
by: Barton Perkins
3rd: The Sand Mountain 
Reporter (Albertville)
A Dying Art
by: Mary Bailey

BEST FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Built upon flavor
by: Noah Wortham
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
A silent struggle: Fighting to 
make a difference in mental 
healthcare and suicide prevention
by: Don Mottern
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
It’s not easy being nevergreen: 
Purple and gold marching society 
promotes Mobile’s true colors
by: Kyle Hamrick

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Titusville renewal
by: Illyshia Parker
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Feeding the monster — officials combat 
social media lists misinformation
by: Brady Petree
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Project Charlie
by: Elizabeth Summers

BEST EDITORIAL 
1st: The Montgomery Independent
Bang Bang, You’re Dead
by: Jeff Martin
2nd: The Montgomery Independent
1819 Gave Him A Public Lashing And 
Then Handed Him A Rope
by: Jeff Martin
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Before our schools are added to the list
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
For Fear of a Cat
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Advertiser-Gleam (Guntersville)
First car can build character 
by: Sara Watkins
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Rise of the partisan appliances
by: Ashley Trice

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Deep-fried nostalgia
by: Barton Perkins
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
On wings like Eagles
by: Andrew Simonson
3rd: The Montgomery Independent
A Peanut Farmer With A Servant’s Heart
by: Jeff Martin

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
by: Ashley Trice, Rob Holbert

2nd: The Montgomery Independent
by: Jeff Martin
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Donald Mottern

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Student athlete Brayden Ray 
dies in car accident
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew 
Simonson and Scott Mims
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
A pay-to-play industry
by: Marie Leech
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)
21 years of competition no match for a 
35-year-old bond
by: Christina Faulkner

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
The Value of a foot
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson wins thrilling game 3 ahead 
of semis
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
Saraland plays for 6A championship
by: Jimmy Wigfield

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Basketball bounces differently at ASMS
by: Tommy Hicks
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Chris Stewart recalls remarkable journey
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
The Goat 
by: Jimmy Wigfield

The Southern Star - 
Best Sports News 
In-Depth Coverage
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By J.D. Devine
Ariton has taken home 

the trophy. The Ariton 
Varsity Purple Cats 
clinched the champi-
onship title after a long 
season. The Purple Cats 
faced off against the Vin-
cent Yellowjackets in 
a two-game faceoff on 
Monday-Tuesday, May 
15 and 16.

In the first game, Ariton 
took the lead in the sev-
enth inning to defeat the 
Vincent Yellow Jackets 
Varsity baseball team.

Ariton Varsity Purple 
Cats snatched the lead 
late in the game in a 2-1 
victory over Vincent Yel-
low Jackets Varsity on 
Tuesday.  The game was 
tied at one with the Ariton 
Varsity Purple Cats bat-
ting in the top of the sev-
enth when Caden Collier 

singled on a 2-1 count, 
scoring one run.

The pitching was 
strong on both sides. Phe-
nix Griffin struck out six 
over the course of an in-
tense seven innings. He 
threw 86 pitches, 50 of 
which were strikes. He 
only allowed two hits 
over the course of the first 
game.

For Vincent, Aiden Poe 
struck out eight batters. 
He pitched 94 balls with 
an impressive 72 strikes 
for the Yellow Jackets. 

In the second inning, 
Vincent Yellow Jackets 
Varsity got their offense 
started when Poe doubled 
on a 1-0 count, scoring 
one run.

In the top of the sixth 
inning, the Ariton Varsi-
ty Purple Cats tied things 
up at one.  Connor Thrash 

doubled on the first pitch 
of the at-bat, scoring one 
run.

Griffin got the win for 
Ariton Varsity Purple 
Cats. The ace went seven 
innings, allowing one run 
on two hits and striking 
out six.

Poe started the game 
for Vincent Yellow Jack-
ets Varsity. The righty 
surrendered two runs on 
seven hits over seven in-
nings, striking out eight 
and walking zero.

Collier led Ariton Var-
sity Purple Cats with 
three hits in four at-bats.  
Ariton Varsity Purple 
Cats didn't commit a sin-
gle error in the field. Pax-
ton Steed had  13 chances 
in the field, the most on 
the team.

Vincent Yellow Jack-
ets Varsity played in top 

form out in the field. They 
didn't commit a single er-
ror in the field. Camden 
Cobb had the most chanc-
es in the field with eight.

In the final game 
that would determine 
who went home with 
the championship title, 
Ariton again faced off 

against Vincent on Tues-
day, May 16.

Ariton Varsity Purple 
Cats seized victory in 

Ariton Purple Cats clinch State Championship

The Airton Purple Cats celebrate after clinching the state championship after defeat-
ing the Vincent Yellow Jackets on Tuesday, May 16. Photo courtesy of Head Coach 
Bob Pickett

The Dothan Divas traveled to Troy to compete in the Alabama Special Olym-
pics Rhythmic Gymnastics Saturday, May 20. The Divas brought home multiple 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals for their efforts. Pictured are (front row, l-r) 
Tasia Williams, Kerrie Faulkner, Mariah Smith, (back row, l-r) Coach Barbie 
Nelson, Kendall Gillilian, Jessie Hall, Ashley Kelley, Ashley Rockwell, Elizabeth 
Allen, and Coach Lorena Guttowsky.

By Christina Faulkner
It’s not often you find 

a friendship that lasts for 
35 years. It’s even rar-
er to find one that has 
lasted since birth. Even 
more special is the bond 
created between these 
two friends with special 
needs as they compete 
side by side, against one 
another in Special Olym-
pics Rhythmic Gymnas-
tics and other events. 
Beth Olive and Erica 
Watts, both 35 years old, 
of north Shelby County, 
have been friends practi-
cally since birth and have 
been competing since 
they were seven years 
old.

Erica, the older of the 
two by just two months, 
is the daughter of Sandi 
and Tim Watts and was 
born in August 1987. 

Beth was born in October 
of that year to Kathy and 
Lynn Olive. Their moth-
ers met in early interven-
tion sessions just months 

after the girls were born. 
Attending elementary 
school, intermediate, 
middle, and high school 

21 years of competition no 
match for a 35-year-old bond; 
Friends compete at Special 
Olympics

Erica Watts (L) and Beth Olive (R) have been com-
peting against one another for 21 years in the Special 
Olympics, but their bond of friendship has lasted for 
much longer since, just weeks after they were born. 
Photo by Christina Faulkner.

By J.D. Devine
Midland City–Dale 

County High School’s 
(DCHS) Bill Awoh Pe-
ters signed on the dotted 
line on Tuesday, May 9, 
during a ceremony held 
in the DCHS gymnasium. 
He will officially become 
a Southern Union Com-
munity College (SUCC) 
Bison in the fall.

Peters’ coach, Heer, 
introduced him during 
the ceremony and heaped 
praise on the young stu-
dent-athlete for all of 
his hard work and many 
contributions to the team, 
saying, “Bill has been an 
inspiration and perfect 
role model for the oth-
er members of the team. 
He has been capable of 
accomplishing anything 
he sets his mind to, and 
this will serve him well 
as he moves on to college 
sports.” Heer added that 
he is very proud of Peters’ 
achievements, both on 
and off the field. 

Peters is now the first 
Dale County Warrior to 
sign to play soccer at the 
college level. As DCHS 
has expanded the sports 
programs offered, more 
and more students are 
making history as they 

sign up to play sports at 
the college level.

Peters says he has 
played soccer since he was 
about ten years old, and 
his coaches have said he 
has been a standout for the 
Warriors since he started 
playing in the ninth grade.

Peters plays defender 
primarily, but he says he 
can play anywhere the 
team needs him. He will 
continue this when he be-
comes a Bison for SUCC.

When asked what it 
means to be the first-ev-
er DCHS signee to play 

soccer at the college level, 
Peters said he “hopes to be 
a positive influence on the 
younger athletes, encour-
aging them to pursue their 
dreams.”

Peters added, “I would 
tell people to never give 
up, and work as hard as 
you can.” He added that 
athletes should not allow 
what people are saying, 
especially when it is neg-
ative, to get in the way of 
their goals.

Peters hopes to com-
plete his basic academics 

A Warrior becomes a Bison: Dale 
County High celebrates first-
ever soccer signee

Dale County High School’s Bill Awoh Peters became 
the first Warrior to sign a scholarship agreement to 
play college soccer during a ceremony held at DCHS on 
Tuesday, May 5. Peters committed to Southern Union 
State Community College and was joined by his coach-
es and family as he signed the agreement. Pictured are 
(l-r) SUSCC Head Soccer Coach Taylor Jones; Peters’ 
dad; Bill Peters; brother, John; Head Soccer Coach 
Heer; Assistant Coach McKay.  Photo by J.D. Devine

By J.D. Devine
It was a night of bit-

tersweet celebration and 
joyful reflection as Car-
roll High School (CHS) 
recently honored its boys’ 
and girls’ soccer teams. 
Seniors were also giv-
en special recognition in 
celebration of the players 
who have completed their 
final year at CHS while 
they and other players re-
ceived their awards at the 
yearly awards and recog-
nition banquet. 

The annual event was 
particularly special this 
year because both the 
girls’ and boys’ varsity 
teams made it to the play-
offs. This is the sixteenth 
consecutive year that the 
CHS girls varsity soccer 
team made it to the play-
offs.

Soccer players, parents, 
faculty, and staff attend-
ed the annual celebra-
tion. CHS Administration 
kicked the event off with 
remarks about how proud 
the school is of the soccer 
teams’ accomplishments. 
Assistant Principal and 
Athletic Director Will 
Cammack emphasized 
the importance of recog-
nizing the student-ath-
letes who go above and 
beyond in their academic 
and athletic pursuits.

Assistant Girls Soccer 
Coach Kirke Adams and 
Head Coach Mandy Go-
mez called the members 
of the team up one by one 
to the stage so each of 
them could be recognized 
for their hard work, ded-
ication, and contributions 

to the team. Many were 
presented with special 
awards.

The boys were recog-
nized and presented with 
awards. Here are some 
highlights of the awards 
presented by Coach Scott 
Spivey: Boys Most Im-
proved-Dakota Shipley 
and Spencer Sanders. 

“These two here, when 
you put them on the field 
together, you don’t have 
to say another word. They 
work together and feed off 
of each other. I guarantee 
you will see these win 
future captains’ awards,” 
Spivey said. “These go to 
Award Matthew Reznikov 
and Vraj Prajapati.”

“This young man has 
had soccer in his life since 
he was a kid, This is a 
coaches award for Gavin 
Recor. Defensive MVPs 
go to Collin Williams and 
Hunter Lassisster”, added 
Spivey. “It’s bittersweet 
to see this, but these two 
boys have worked hard 
and did what they were 
supposed to do. They 
have been dedicated to 
soccer and this program 
this whole time,” Spivey 
reflected.

Spivey continued: 
“This young man has giv-
en me 110%. He has prac-
ticed so much on and off 
the field. Last year, he was 
my MVP, and this year he 
is an offensive MVP. He 
had fourteen goals this 
year, 11 assists, and 60 
steals: Holden Barefield.”

CHS senior, Sam Spiv-
ey, took home the MVP 
Award for his accom-

plishments. He had 12 
goals, seven assists, five 
blocks, two saves, and 
112 steals this season. 

At the end of the 
awards for the boys soc-
cer, Coach Zach Pierce 
presented a special award 
to express appreciation to 
Coach Scott Spivey for all 
of the years he dedicated 
to CHS’ soccer program.

Accepting the award, 
Spivey said, “Some of 
these young men and I 
started together and we 
have worked hard. It is a 
legacy that gives the next 
young boys to step up and 
try to achieve above. I 
want these guys to strive 
to reach those goals. I also 
want to thank my family 
for putting up with me as 
I spent a lot of time away 
from home dedicated to 
this program. So, thank 
you. I’ll be the old guy in 
the stands cheering you 
on next year.”

Following the awards 
for the boys, Coaches 
Kirke Adams and Mandy 
Gomez then presented 
awards and recognition 
to members of the girls 
team. Before starting the 
awards ceremony, Adams 
provided some important 
remarks, often full of hu-
mor and sincerity, as he 
thanked the people who 
have dedicated tirelessly 
to the soccer program at 
CHS. Adams said, “I want 
to give a special thanks to 
Brandon Ganey. He has 
come to all of the games 
and has donated his time 
and his photography for 

Carroll honors girls and boys 
soccer during awards ceremony

See Championship on Page 15A

See Friends on Page 10A

See Signee on Page 15ASee CHS on Page 16A

The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate - Best Editorial

Sandy Hook.  
Uvalde. 
Parkland. 
Columbine. 
Those names have 

been etched in our minds 
and hearts, synonymous 
with tragedy and fear and 
loss of life. 

Not just any life – 
young life.  

The lives of kids, 
snuffed out before they 
had the chance to live 
them. 

But those are just a 
few of the long, long list of places 
where kids have been killed at the 
hands of shooters who launched at-
tacks in schools. There are many 
other names that may not be so fa-
miliar. 

Santa Fe, Texas…Red Lake, 
Minnesota…Greencastle, Pennsyl-
vania… Stockton, California…
Craighead County, Arkansas…
Maryville, Washington…Olive-
hurst, California…Oxford, Michi-
gan… and so many others. 

Most of us had never even 
heard of some of those places, be-
fore tragedy stuck, shots were fired, 
and kids were killed. 

After such violence takes place 
and we lose more kids, we talk and 
talk and talk about the problem, 
about the tragic loss, about all the is-
sues that might have led to it – and 
about what needs to be done to pro-
tect kids if and when it happens 
again. 

Then we are lulled to sleep by 
time, and we stop talking about it. 

Until it happens again. Then we 
talk and talk and talk some more. 
We might even take a few extra pre-
cautions now and then. But for the 
most part, we do not truly do all that 
we could do to address it. 

We just talk about it, then we 
put it aside for another day. 

Last week, a small group of par-

ents and members of the 
public gathered at 
Choctaw County High 
School to hear plans 
from law enforcement 
addressing what we 
should know, what we 
should do, and how we 
should respond if a 
shooter enters one of our 
schools to harm our 
kids. 

Don’t miss the ad-
jective in the first part of 
that sentence. 

Small. 
Butler Police Chief Jimmy 

Huckeba stood in front of what 
should have been a packed house 
and talked about the issue, taking a 
proactive stand for active shooter 
response. 

The house wasn’t packed. Not 
nearly. 

I know some parents could not 
attend due to work, or family obli-
gations, or other issues. There could 
be a long list of reasons for the small 
group in that room. 

Some also watched the live 
broadcast on SunTV. 

But others did not attend or 
watch it at all. 

Maybe they didn’t see the im-
portance of it. Maybe, even after all 
of the advertisements in the news 
media, on social media, and other-
wise, they didn’t know about it.  

Or maybe some parents and 
other residents simply don’t really 
believe it will happen here. 

But maybe that’s also what they 
said in some of those other small, 
rural places where kids’ graves now 
stand. 

We all should commend Chief 
Huckeba for taking time and effort 
to reach out to parents and the pub-
lic, to address an issue that we all 
wish we didn’t have to address at 
all. We should commend teachers, 

By Bill King 
Contribuing columnist 

 
It was almost bedtime. Jean had 

headed back to our bedroom. I was in the 
kitchen getting coffee ready for the next 
Monday. We have this wonderful machine 
that we call the coffee maker. It’s probably 

like the one you have, but it is a marvelous 
contraption. It allows us to add the ex-
tremely complicated combination of water 
and coffee grounds, press a prepro-
grammed timer, and have coffee waiting 
when we get up the next morning. I know 
you are thinking there is nothing compli-
cated about that recipe, but I’ve tasted 
enough coffee that tasted like motor oil 

mixed with turpentine to cause me to differ 
with you! 

I hear Jean call out from the other 
room, “Do you hear that?” I replied, “I hear 
you, but I don’t hear that, whatever that is.” 
I listened intently to my coffee machine, 
but it was silent. I listened for any unusual 
sound as I walked back toward Jean, but I 
didn’t hear anything. Then Jean said, 

“There it is.” I didn’t know where it was, 
what it was, or what she was talking about. 
I didn’t hear anything. Then she said walk 
on back this way, so I walked deeper into 
the bedroom expecting something to jump 
out and get me and quite possibly eat me 
alive…bones and all! Then I heard it. It 
was faint. It was brief. It was a high-
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By Tommy Campbell 
The Choctaw Sun-Advocate  

 
If I have said it once I have said it ... well ... 

a lot! 
America should never have slowed down 

with our exploration of space, especially going 
back to our nearest neighbor in space, the Moon, 
and putting U.S. astronauts' boot prints in the red 
sands of Mars. 

This week (Thursday) marks the 54th an-
niversary of that unforgettable date when Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin touched down in the 
"Eagle" on the desolate, dusty, colorless land-
scape of the Sea of Tranquility. 

What a day that was. More than half-a-cen-
tury later I still remember watching that historic 
lunar landing on TV with "Uncle Walter" 
Cronkite and CBS News like it was yesterday. 

A week or so ago I was excited to hear on 
the news that NASA's amazing Perseverance 
rover has discovered an assortment of organic 
molecules in a Martian crater. 

If you remember any of your H.S. chemistry, 
organic compounds are molecules composed of 
carbon and often elements such as hydrogen, 
oxygen, nitrogen, phosphorus and sulfur. 

Now, clearly, that in and of itself doesn't 
prove that Martian folks/creatures/aliens exist 
now or ever did, but we do know that those are 
considered to be among the necessary ingredi-
ents for life as we know it. We know the planet 
has a thin atmosphere and that liquid water once 
flowed over its' terrain, and the discovery of 
those compounds is just another tantalizing invi-
tation. 

It is also one more reason why I believe we 
should have human astronauts exploring in per-
son on the Red Planet ... sooner rather than later. 

If you have watched, as I have, the fascinat-
ing videos and photos sent back in recent years 
by the unmanned Perseverance, we all know 
there are some really unexplainable things in 
those images that scientists or no one else can ex-
plain. 

Take, for instance, what appears to be a per-

fectly-formed rectangular door-like entrance into 
a cave on a Martian mountainside ... the giant 
"Easter Island-ish" "face" ... spiral-shaped lava 
tubes ... the "Angel and Heart" formation at 
Mars' south pole ... and so many other things that 
make all of us "Trekkies" go, see there! We told 
y'all!! Lol. 

Seriously, I know these missions involve lots 
of money, but money well spent because the 
technological benefits that space exploration pro-
duces for domestic purposes far outweigh the 
monetary cost. 

Consider the "spin off" technology we got 
from the then-primitive "tech" that put man on 
the moon -- microwave ovens, thermal blankets 
and clothing, vacuum-sealed food preservers, the 
insulin pump, fireproof suits for firefighters, ar-
tificial limbs, LASIK (eye surgery), solar cells, 
water filtration/reclamation units, wireless head-
sets and other "Bluetooth" devices, CT scans, ad-
vanced cameras, baby formula, workout 
machines, freeze-dried foods, improved home in-
sulation, air purifiers, LEDs, athletic shoes, inte-
grated circuits for electronics, longer-lasting tires 
for our cars and trucks, and dozens of others. 

So, yes, I'd say the benefits of investing in 
space technology far outweigh the negatives. 

And, as the Earth’s population continues to 
grow, and real estate becomes more and more 
scarce, humanity will one day -- out of absolute 
necessity for the preservation of our species -- 
have to homestead new ground on some of those 
far-away worlds that for now are just twinkling 
lights in the night sky. 

Ever since Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
set foot on the moon that unforgettable day -- 
July 20, 1969 -- I still look up at those twinkling 
lights on clear summer nights, remember what it 
felt like growing up during one of the most fas-
cinating periods of American space exploration 
... and dream. 

My only hope is that I can live long enough 
to see American astronauts walking on the sur-
face of Mars. 

If only "Uncle Walter" could be here to cover 
it! 

 

MY VIEW
Why haven't American astronauts 

left footprints on Mars yet? 
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Before our schools are 
added to the list

REFLECTIONS

By Michael Brooks 
Contribuing columnist 

 
It was a mission of mercy with 

an act of larceny. 
 My wife suggested I visit a rel-

ative in Tennessee. I responded as I 
normally do with, “When do I have 
time?” But on further reflection, she 
was right. My relative’s wife has de-
mentia and is in hospice care, and 
I’d not seen them in some time. So, 
I left after church and afternoon 
meetings on Sunday, determined to 
drive as far as Memphis that evening 
and spend the next day visiting with 
them.  

 On Monday morning I went to 
the motel parking lot to retrieve my 
hygiene bag. I found it on the ground 
and my front passenger window bro-
ken. Three of us were burglarized 

that night. One victim left the prop-
erty earlier, but I talked with the gen-
tleman parked next to me. He said 
the intruder found his gun in the 
glove box and took it. He surmised 
that his pistol would probably bring 
several hundred dollars in quick 
cash. The only thing the thief found 
in my car was the bag with my 
toothbrush and soap dish, and noth-
ing else was disturbed.  

Fortunately, I had my laptop in 
the room and not in the car. 

The insurance company made 
an appointment for me later in the 
week back in Birmingham since it 
took that long to get the glass or-
dered. The agent directed me that 
morning to the local glass company 
in Memphis for a “wrap.” This is 
what they call the plastic covering 
that keeps out heat and humidity 

Mission of mercy

See  REFLECTIONS, Page 6

See  KING Page 7

See  BLONDE, Page 9
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BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
FEATURE STORY 
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Golsom creating a new MGM
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
Unforgettable
by: Jimmy Wigfield
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
The memories created make it all worth 
the time
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST FEATURE PHOTO 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Girl drops off letter for Santa Claus
by: Noah Wortham
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Hitting the trails with Helena’s Mountain 
Bike Team
by: Jeremy Raines
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Barry Goggins in Ensley
by: Bob Farley

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Bull throttle
by: Jeremy Raines
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
WWII Vets stood for All
by: Emmett Burnett
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)
Junteenth Line Dance
by: Christina Faulkner

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Lifeflight
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
Reid wins Oil Queen Crown
by: Bonita Roberts
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Eager for education
by: Jeremy Raines

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Bull throttle
by: Jeremy Raines
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Helena receiver makes catch over 
defender
by: Jeremy Raines
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Hitting the trails
by: Jeremy Raines

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Fun at the fair
by: Keith McCoy
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Innovation Depot
by: Bob Farley
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Fairfield renewal
by: Bob Farley

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Middle Market 30
by: Laurie Lawrence
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Pay to play illustration
by: Laurie Lawrence, Stephanie Rebman, 
Marie Leech
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Built upon flavor
by: Connor Bucy

BEST HEADLINE 
1st: Colbert County Reporter 
(Tuscumbia)
GRIDDLE ME THIS: Over 1,000 served in 
annual Pancake Day
by: JR Tidwell
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Dam it — Foley officials to remove “Taj 
Mahal” beaver dam replete with hot tub
by: Brady Petree
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Thar she slows! — Petition seeks to limit 
vessel speeds on Gulf Waters
by: Rob Holbert

BEST SPECIAL 
SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT 
1st: Birmingham Business 
Journal
40 Under 40
2nd: Call News 
(Citronelle)
2023 High School Football 
Preview
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate (Gilbertown)                                                                                       
Graduation
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Profile
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Visitors Guide
by: Alec Etheredge, Connor Bucy
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama
(Phenix City)
Fall 2023 Gametime 

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Showcase of Bands
by: Alec Etheredge, Noah Wortham
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Birmingham 100
by: Shelby Harris, Laurie Lawrence
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Capella Pizzeria
by: Alec Etheredge

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE 
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Suspect arrested in weekend murder
by: Eli Woods

Call News - Best Spot News Photo

Citizen of East Alabama - 
Best Niche Publication

CALL US
To report a news tip 
866-5998

Subscriber Services
866-5998

IN THIS WEEK’S  
LEGAL SECTION 

PAGES 11-18B
■ ABANDONED VEHICLES        
■ BIDS
■ FORECLOSURES 
■ PROBATE NOTICES 
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Mobile County Sheriff  Paul Burch and 
Mobile police chief  Paul Prine said Ala-
bama’s new permitless carry law is causing 
confusion among law enforcement officers 
and have asked the legislature to clarify it.

The law allows citizens to carry a con-

cealed handgun without a permit from the 
sheriff ’s office.

Both men said the law, which went into 
effect on Jan. 1, contains clauses that are 
confusing at best for even seasoned officers 
and attorneys.

“There just doesn’t seem to have been a 
lot of  thought that was put into the word-

ing of  this law and it will have to be cleaned 
up,” Burch said. “I even brought in some 
attorneys and asked them to read it in an 
effort to get their opinion and they weren’t 
able to understand it. What we are asking 
the legislature to do is to take this bill under 
consideration and clarify some confusing 
points of  it.”

Prine said one section that must be rewrit-
ten says a motorist who is pulled over by law 
enforcement cannot touch their gun.

“The law states that if  a motorist gets 
pulled over by a law enforcement officer, they 
are not to touch a handgun and that is odd 

BY WILLIE GRAY
williegray@thecallnews.com

A man with no prior 
arrests shot and killed 
a former Blount High 
School basketball stand-
out on Feb. 3 at a business 
in Semmes as the result 
of  a domestic dispute, 
according to police chief  
Todd Freind.

Daniel Holloway Jr., 
21, was arrested and charged with the murder 
of  Zycorreyan Brown-Harris, 20, a 2021 Blount 
High graduate. Holloway was booked into Mo-
bile Metro Jail, Freind said. 

The shooting occurred at K & J Beauty 
Supply at 7885 Moffett Road, near Walmart. 

BY ARTHUR L. MACK
alouismack@aol.com

Senior Juliahna Reid was named 
Citronelle High School’s Oil Queen 
in a ceremony on Feb. 4.

CHS senior Calan Reed was 
selected as the Oil King and the 
queen’s court includes first runner-
up Abby Martin, second runner-up 
Addison Byrd, third runner-up Anna 
Marie Malone, fourth runner-up 
Maddie Weaver and fifth runner-up 
Ava Lambert.

The pageant has been a commu-
nity highlight for 64 years and fills 
the CHS auditorium to capacity. 

BY WILLIE GRAY
williegray@thecallnews.com

Serving South AlAbAmA Since 1897

WONDERFUL 
WEEK FOR
BAKER’S 
PHILON!
Huge crowd cheers as the basketball 
phenom signs a scholarship to play for 
Auburn, and then he makes clutch plays
          to lead Hornets to a comeback win
                over No. 1 Cottage Hill
                   STORIES IN SPORTS/1B-5B

Photo by Mike Kittrell/Call News

ERIC COLLIER’S 
TOUGH CALL

THEODORE COACH LEAVES FOR
POSITION WITH JAGUARS/1B

Labaron 
Philon at 
signing 
ceremony 
at Baker

         Mobile County, AlAbAMA                        75 Cents                    theCAllnews.CoM                              wednesdAy, FebruAry 8, 2023

Good times roll!

Clarity sought on gun law

See GUN LAW, 4A

DA wants 
to block 
release of 
prisoners

Photos by Mike Kittrell/Call News

Mobile County District 
Attorney Keith Blackwood 
said he is taking steps to 
block the planned early re-
lease of  state inmates, in-
cluding 40 in Mobile County.

More than 400 inmates 
of  the state prison system 
are set to be released before 
their sentences are com-
pleted to ease overcrowding. 
However, those include in-
mates serving time for mur-
der, rape, child molestation, 
manslaughter, attempted 
murder and minor drug of-
fenses, among other charges.

“I am opposed to early 
release of  these inmates,” 
Blackwood said. “Criminals, 

especially violent criminals 
like many of  these, should 
serve their entire sentence. 
I will continue to work with 
the Alabama District Attor-
neys Association to delay 
early release until we can 
work with the Alabama Leg-
islature to fix this issue in 
the next legislative session.”

According to information 
acquired by the Call News, 
nearly 40 inmates are sched-
uled to be returned to Mobile 
County.

“I just think that this is 
unfair to everyone involved, 
especially the victims in 
these cases,” Mobile County 
Sheriff  Paul Burch said. “It 

The big Conde Cavaliers parade rolls down Government Street on Feb. 3 as the Mardi Gras season gets into full 
swing in Mobile. The Carnival fun continues Feb. 9 when the Order of Polka Dots parade is held. Schedule: Page 8A.

BY WILLIE GRAY
williegray@thecallnews.com

See RELEASE, 4A

Juliahna 
Reid is the 
Oil Queen

See PAGEANT, 4A
Photos by Bonita Roberts/Call News

Juliahna Reid reacts after being named Oil Queen. Piper Lee, in the blue dress, applauds.

Man is charged 
in slaying of 
former athlete

Holloway

See SHOOTING, 4A
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Warren G. Harding 
was president of the 
United States. The first 
ever issue of “Time” 
magazine was released. 

The original Yan-
kee Stadium opened 
its doors in the Bronx. 
Warner Brothers Pic-
tures was founded.

The Walt Disney 
Company was founded. 
Famous test pilot Chuck 

Yeager was born.
All of these things 

happened during 1923, 
the same year that Mus-
cle Shoals was founded. 
No, 100 years later, the 
city is set to celebrate 
its biggest anniversary 
to date in style.

The city has an-
nounced The 100th 
Birthday Bash which 
will begin on Saturday, 
April 22, with a series 
of musical acts per-
forming as part of an 

all-day free event on 
the Muscle Shoals City 
Hall lawn, 2010 E Ava-
lon Ave.

Acts include Kip 
Moore, Sara Evans, 
Candi Staton, Anderson 
East, The Blind Boys 
of Alabama, Mike Far-
ris, Holli Mosley, The 
FAME Gang tribute 
to The Allman Broth-
ers, Gary Nichols, La-
mar Williams Jr., Peter 
Levin, Outlaw Apos-
tles, Travis Wammack, 

LeBlanc Family Band 
and The Muscle Shoals 
All-Stars.

According to Kate Is-
bell, a member of Mayor 
Mike Lockhart’s office 
who is helping to coor-
dinate the event, teams 
are meeting weekly and 
working very hard to 
put the anniversary cel-
ebration together.

First responders 
throughout Colbert 
County will soon have 
an opportunity to feel 
some appreciation for 
their efforts.

A ministry called 
Well of Faith based out 
of Sheffield has part-
nered with different 
churches and business-
es in the area to host a 
luncheon in honor of 
all first responders in 
Colbert County.

The event will be 
held March 30 at the 
Roundhouse in Tus-
cumbia, 204 W Fifth 
St. Lunch will begin 
around 11:30 a.m.

Ministry mem-
ber Bernard Jackson 
spoke to the Tuscum-
bia City Council about 
the event during the 
group’s meeting on 
March 20. 

“We started as a 
men’s Bible study,” 
Jackson said. “We 
started praying, asking 
God what He want-
ed us to do, and we 
came across a group 
of young men playing 
basketball in the city. 
We asked them if we 
brought them some 
Gatorade, could we 
share the word with 

them?
That gesture led to a 

mentoring program for 
young men in Shef-
field, one the group 
hopes to expand to 
Tuscumbia in the near 
future. 

Jackson said part of 
the program is learn-
ing how to better help 
your community. He 
said his group feeds 
everyone at the Col-
bert County Jail once 
a month, and eventual-
ly members wanted to 
do something more for 
their community.

That was when the 
idea for the first re-
sponder luncheon 
came about.

“They don’t get 
enough thank yous and 
pats on the back for 
all they do,” Jackson 
said. “We reached out 
to (all the different cit-
ies and towns) in the 
county, and we have 
got together with some 
of the businesses (and 
churches). I like to see 
when cities come to-
gether.”

Jackson said the 
group has asked local 
businesses to contrib-
ute door prizes for the 

When it comes to 
hosting Tuscumbia Ki-
wanis Club’s annual 
Pancake Day fundrais-
er, it’s all about team-
work.

It takes not only mem-
bers of the club coming 
together to make the 
food, they need support 
from the community 
in the form of sales as 
well.

That is what Kiwanis 
member David Fleming 
said during the first day 
of the 2023 Pancake 
Day fundraiser, held 
March 17 and 18 at the 
Tuscumbia Multipur-
pose Center.

“We’ve had a lot of 
workers show up this 
morning, and everyone 
is helping out, including 
the Deshler High School 
Key Club,” Fleming 
said. “They probably 
have 35-40 kids here 
helping us. They have 
been handling the carry 
outs for us. 

“We’ve had over 250 
carry outs this morn-
ing already. We haven’t 
been through the woods 
yet (he said alluding 
to the upcoming lunch 
rush.)

Tuscumbia Kiwanis 
President Matt Kirkland 
said Pancake Day is the 
club’s biggest fundrais-
er of the year. He said 
Tuscumbia Kiwanis 
supports over 25 local 
charities.

“It’s our big fundrais-
er for the year, and it’s 
a lot of fun,” Kirkland 
said. “The community 
comes out, and we’ve 
had really good support 
from newspapers, radio 
and television. We’re 
hoping we’ll have a re-
ally good turnout this 
year. 

“It’s really good when 
the community shows 
up. Everything we do 
is oriented in helping 
children, and the more 
money we can raise, 
the more we can do for 
these charities. It makes 

you feel good when the 
community comes out 
to support you.”

Kirkland said as of 
March 20 the club did 
not have a final tally of 
numbers for the event, 
but he thought the club 
may have served over 
1,000 people across the 

two days.
Fleming, who has 

been helping with Pan-
cake Day for over two 
decades, said things are 
“relatively easy” these 

See “PANCAKE”
Page 10

See “LUNCHEON”
Page 10

See “100”
Page 10

By J.R. TIDWELL
Managing Editor

GRIDDLE ME THIS

Muscle Shoals to celebrate 100 years

Community group 
hosting luncheon 
for 1st respondersOver 1,000 served in annual Pancake Day

J.R. Tidwell / Colbert County Reporter, Contributed
Members of the Tuscumbia Kiwanis Club and Deshler High School Key Club help prepare a round 
of goods during the annual Pancake Day fundraiser at the Tuscumbia Multipurpose Center on 
March 17. By the time this photo was taken around 11 a.m., over 250 carry out orders had already 
been made. Kiwanis President Matt Kirkland said he believes over 1,000 orders came through.

Contributed
First responders across Colbert County are 
invited to a luncheon being held in their  
honor at the Roundhouse in Tuscumbia on 
March 30.

By J.R. TIDWELL
Managing Editor

By J.R. TIDWELL
Managing Editor
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2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Two crew members killed in LifeSaver 
helicopter crash in Shelby County
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Birmingham-Southern College
by: Laurel Thrailkill, A.J. O’Leary

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
BBJ Social media
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Instagram Reels
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Facebook Live Pregame Show
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
One on One 
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Facebook Live Pregame Show
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football Show
by: Alec Etheredge, Andrew Simonson

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 MIN.) 

1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Monster Walk
by: Alec Etheredge 
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Patriots Park grand opening
by: Alec Etheredge and Noah Wortham
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Band camp
by: Alec Etheredge and Noah Wortham

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 MIN.)  
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Helena tops Briarwood in thriller to 
remain perfect
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Oak Mountain hosts Eagle Day
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Showcase of Bands
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Women’s Summit
by: Stephanie Rebman
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Mentoring Monday
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
40 Under 40

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
3rd: The Dadeville Record

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD 
1st: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Legislators are trying to hide local 
legals online
by: Tommy McGraw
2nd: The Perry County Herald (Marion)
Apparent Violation of State Bid 
Law by City
by: staff
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Concerns raised over Alta Pointe 
Services
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
www.opelikaobserver.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: Selma Sun
www.selmasun.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: The Greenville Standard
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
3rd: The Dadeville Record

BEST PUBLIC 
SERVICE 
1st: Selma Sun
Food for the Soul recipe videos
by: Cindy Fisher, Debrah Fisher
2nd: The Perry County Herald 
(Marion)
City Contract Awarded Without 
Bids
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
911 Board members resign
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st: The Auburn Villager
2nd: The Leader (Linden)
3rd: The Tuskegee News

The Perry County Herald 
(Marion) - FOI-First 
Amendment Award

The Clay Times-Journal - 
Best Public Service

Shelby 
County 

Reporter 
- Best Use 

of Video 
(Longer 

than 2 
minutes)
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BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Greenville Standard

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Greenville Standard
3rd: The Onlooker (Foley)

BEST LOCAL 
ECONOMIC
 COVERAGE 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Tuskegee News
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Selma Sun
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN 
1st: The Baldwin Times
2nd: The Greenville Standard
by: Josh Dewberry
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
by: Michelle Key

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY 

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Her name is Amore
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
A Community Grieves Together
3rd: The Tuskegee News
Quick response by Sheriff’s Department 
helped save trooper’s life
by: Guy Rhodes

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Sumter County Record Journal 
(Livingston)
Tornadoes slam Sumter
by: Tommy McGraw, Travis Vaughn, 
Herman Ward
2nd: The Baldwin Times
Rockabilly BamaLama flops
by: Natalie Williamson
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Greenville named to the American 
Camellia Society National Trail
by: Bruce Branum

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 

1st: The Onlooker (Foley)
’The third place’
by: Melanie LeCroy
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
The Coffee Shop Is in Good Hands
by: Wil Crews
3rd: The Greensboro Watchman
Yeagers introduce Ruan Thai Greensboro 
with blessing ceremony, sampling of Thai 
delicacies
by: staff

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Tallassee Tribune
Southside Middle School teacher of the 
year makes student education priority
by: Cliff Williams
2nd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Reduce, reuse, recycle. Reimagine: JD 
Swiger turns litter into art
by: Melanie LeCroy
3rd: The Courier (Daphne/Fairhope)
2 famous Fairhope French Quarter cats 
find community of care with shop own-
ers, restaurant employees
by: Natalie Williamson

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Coosa County News (Rockford)
Broken dreams: A tornado survivor’s story
by: Christa Jennings
2nd: The Leader (Linden)
Remembering Taylor Rose: National 
Child Advocacy Day observed at memo-
rial to murdered child
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
1,000 Days and Counting
by: Wil Crews

BEST EDITORIAL 
1st: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Would you take a bullet to print the truth
by: Tommy McGraw
2nd: The Auburn Villager
Bill offers a lifeline for local newspapers
by: Brian Woodham
3rd: The Dadeville Record
The shoes and the night I’ll never forget
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

The Leader - Best News Feature Story 
Coverage

The Baldwin Times - 
Best In-Depth News Coverage
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BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Leader (Linden)
BLONDE AMBITION: Learning the 
great lessons of parenthood
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Straddling the Fence
by: David Proctor
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Living on Bubba time
by: Jeanne K. Callen

BEST HUMAN 
INTEREST COLUMN 
1st: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Remembering Carolyn
by: Tammy Andrews
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald 
Love More Now
by: Cliff Williams
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
The GOAT
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY 
1st: The Auburn Villager
Commentary
by: Ralph Morris
2nd: The Moundville Times
Commentary
by: Kirk Pearson, Jr.
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
Days Gone By
by: Tom Boggs

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
War Eagle News
by: Brandon Hughes, Robert Noles, 
Michelle Key
2nd: The Dadeville Record
Overcoming Obstacles: Wilson wins 
Bryant-Jordan scholarship
by: Henry Zimmer

3rd: The Courier (Daphne/Fairhope)
Injuries and training: Prepping for the 
long season
by: Cole McNanna

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: The Dadeville Record
The kick heard ‘round the state’: Field 
goal lifts Reeltown to state final
by: Henry Zimmer
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Holtville’s Silas delivers in future stadium
by: Dalton Middleton
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
ROW TIDE: Holtville’s Hickey joins 
Alabama rowing team
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: The Dadeville Record
Rebels channel Chucky to beat Tallassee
by: Henry Zimmer
2nd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Recruiting’s wild ride
by: Cole McNanna
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Fishing for Smiles: Zuggy Fishing Using 
Online Platform to Promote Positivity
by: Noah Griffith

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Tuskegee News
Coaches are still ‘hired to be fired’
by: Guy Rhodes
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Can Auburn Add to the Madness?
by: Wil Crews

3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
Woods should’ve been a 2A Back 
of the Year finalist
by: Lizi Arbogast Gwin

BEST FEATURE 
PHOTO 
1st: The Courier (Daphne/
Fairhope)
New Daphne business wants to 
help you release your rage
by: Micah Green
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Tallassee Pep Rally
by: Cliff Williams
3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Flora-Bama Mullet Toss
by: Micah Green

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Remembering Amore
by: Robert Noles
2nd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Nitro Extreme Motor Show flies 
fast in Foley
by: staff
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
FREEDOM! 
by: Robert Noles

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO 
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Lightwood tornado
by: Cliff Williams
2nd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Emelle mobile home destroyed, 
occupant survives
by: Tommy McGraw
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Early morning house fire
by: Breanna Minter

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Carter Byrd upends UMS ball carrier
by: Cole McNanna
2nd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Dolphin dive for a state championship
by: Micah Green

The Islander - Best Feature PhotoThe Observer - Best Sports 
Feature Story

Sumter County Record-Journal - 
Best Spot News Photo



14
Editorial Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

3rd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Eagles FACS at 3rd
by: Ray Stansell

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: The Leader (Linden)
Christmas on the River 2023
by: Tommy Campbell
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Take A Big Bite
by: Robert Noles, Michelle Key
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
Hollywood Nights: First-ever Senior 
Prom draws packed house
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
FREEDOM!
by: Michelle Key, Robert Noles 
2nd: The Leader (Linden)
Memorial Day
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: The Dadeville Record
AU researchers conduct Camp Hill 
history project
by: Abigail Murphy

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Moundville Times
Goodness gracious, great bales of fire!
by: Travis Vaughn
2nd: The Leader (Linden)
Bridge the ‘Bigbee with Cocks’
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: The Moundville Times
Blessed by the best, incarcerated 
like the rest
by: Travis Vaughn

BEST SPECIAL SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT 
1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Gulf Shores football state championship 
commemorative edition
by: Cole McNanna, Micah Green
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Home & Garden Guide
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Breast Cancer Awareness

BEST 
NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: The Baldwin Times
Big Beautiful Baldwin 2023
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County May 2023
3rd: The Baldwin Times
Stay Alert 2023

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA 
1st: Selma Sun
Black Belt Newscast 
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE 
1st: Selma Sun
Selma Tornado 2023
2nd: The Dadeville Record
Mass shooting in Dadeville, April 2023
3rd: The Moundville Times
Fatality wreck on Hwy 69- Facebook post
by: Kasey DeCastra

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
The Observer Facebook
by: staff
2nd: The Baldwin Times
Gulf Coast Media Sports social media
by: Cole McNanna
3rd: Selma Sun
Best Use of Social Media: TikTok
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater, Chico 
Cleveland

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: Selma Sun
In the Black Belt
by: Todd Prater
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Lee County Listener-Listen to the Music
by: Sam DiChiara, Garrett Martinez 

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: Selma Sun
Immediate tornado damage
by: Cindy Fisher, Chico Cleveland
2nd: Selma Sun
Gee’s Bend Quilters
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater
3rd: Selma Sun
Hero saves children at daycare from 
tornado damage
by: Cindy Fisher, Chico Cleveland

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 MIN.)  
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
The Wetumpka Herald’s 125th Anniversary
by: Angela Mullins
2nd: Selma Sun
Black Belt Newscast: Year in Review
by: Cindy Fisher, Todd Prater
3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Gulf Shores High School Dolphins 
football Media Day
by: Cole McNanna

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Gulf Shores state championship 
celebration series

Selma Sun 
- Best Use 
of Video 
(Shorter 
than 2 
minutes)

The Dadeville Record -
Online Breaking News 
Coverage
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GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: Hoover Sun
3rd: The Birmingham Times

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD 
1st: Hoover Sun
The Hoover Channel
by: Jon Anderson

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
www.theredstonerocket.com
2nd: Hoover Sun
www.hooversun.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: Lider News (Birmingham)
2nd: Hoover Sun
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE 
1st: The Homewood Star
In deep water: Study pinpoints storm-
water focus areas
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
2nd: Lider News (Birmingham)
Hispanics attacked
by: Gerardo Flores, Adriana Sanchez
3rd: Lider News (Birmingham)
Hispanic girl killed
by: Gerardo Flores, Adriana Sanchez

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: Hoover Sun

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
3rd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE 

1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE 
1st: The Birmingham Times
2nd: Hoover Sun
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Birmingham Times
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT 
1st: The Birmingham Times
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville) 

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN 
1st: Hoover Sun
2nd: The Birmingham Times
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY 
1st: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
Redstone police help homeless 
Reserve Soldier
by: Skip Vaughn
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Miscommunication about Moody 
landfill fire leads to frustration among 
county officials
by: Hannah Curran
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Two SCSO deputies shot while 
responding to welfare check in 
Meadowbrook
by: Leah Eagle

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Vestavia Voice
New growth: Vision coming into focus 
for lower section of US 31
by: Loyd McIntosh
2nd: Hoover Sun
Hoover crime trends
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Cahaba Valley Fire District approves 2 
of 4 measures
by: Leah Eagle

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 
1st: The Birmingham Times
Shegun Otluna and The Joy of Building
by: Ryan Michaels
2nd: Hoover Sun
Hoover real estate spotlight
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: Hoover Sun
Sweet Elegance: Award-winning bakery 
expands to Ross Bridge
by: Jon Anderson

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE 

1st: Hoover Sun
Food For Our Journey: Nonprofit fills 
gaps to nourish stomachs, spirits, souls
by: Jon Anderson
2nd: The Birmingham Times
Shelley Stewart: Legacy and Lessons of 
‘The Voice’
by: Javacia Harris Bowser
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Newspaper photo leads to love affair, family
by: Rebecca Sallee

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Parallel lives of service: 2 West Point 
graduates, residents reflect on military 
service
by: Leah Eagle, Erin Nelson Sweeney
2nd: The Homewood Star
Ukrainian soldiers learn new sports, 
activities at Lakeshore
by: Neal Embry, Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Retired FBI bomb technician has eventful 
career
by: Marian Accardi

The The Birmingham Times - 
Best Feature Story Coverage

The Trussville Tribune
Best Spot News Story
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COVER STORY

BY JAVACIA HARRIS BOWSER
For The Birmingham Times 

It’s an unseasonably warm January 
morning, and Dr. Shelley Stewart 
is sitting in his home office in 
Shelby County, Alabama. At first 
glance, the space looks like an ordi-
nary room with books on shelves, 

papers on a desk, and a file cabinet 
against a wall. But this room holds a 
wealth of mementos that demonstrate 
why Stewart is an icon in Birmingham 
and beyond.

Shelley “The Playboy” Stewart was 
the radio voice for the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, 
became co-owner of the city’s WATV-
AM, and co-founded o2ideas, an 
award-winning full-service advertising 
agency based in the Magic City.

To many, Stewart is a Civil Rights 
Foot Soldier and radio great. But 
Stewart, who spent his childhood living 
in basements and barns, doesn’t see 
himself that way.

“I’m that same little homeless street 
kid even to this day — no more, no 
less,” said Stewart, 88.

When Stewart was 5 years old, he 
witnessed his father murder his moth-
er with an ax. Homeless by age 6, he 
sought shelter in a horse barn and later 
in the basement of the home of a white 
family that lived off Highway 78 East 
between Irondale and Leeds.

“Although I’m a man of this age, I 
still feel that I’m that homeless kid cry-
ing for more — crying for more love, 
trying to give love, trying to get respect, 
trying to give respect,” Stewart said. 
“I still feel like I’m that kid who wants 
to do more, to make things better, to 
improve my life.”

THE ROAD SOUTH
Despite the unimaginable trauma 

Stewart endured growing up, he found 
a way to thrive.

Mamie L. Foster, his first-grade 
teacher at the Rosedale School in 
Homewood, Alabama, told him that if 
he learned to read and got a good edu-
cation, he’d be able to do and be any-
thing. Through Foster’s encouragement 
and with the books he found in the 
home of the white family he lived with 
briefly, Stewart became a voracious 
reader. He particularly liked books 
about history, and he read the New 
Testament of the King James Version of 
the Bible three times.

Despite being bullied because of his 
dark skin, Stewart joined the drama 
club at school. During his time at A.H. 
Parker High School, Stewart worked 
multiple jobs — bagging groceries, 
selling newspapers, and operating the 
elevator at a local department store.

Still, he found time to write for the 
school newspaper, and when a local 
radio station wanted a student to give 
a weekly report of high school happen-
ings, Stewart was tapped for the job. 
This laid the foundation for a broad-
casting career that would span more 
than five decades and lead to world 
renown and a place in Black history.

On one of the bookshelves in 
Stewart’s home office stand two books 
about his life — “The Road South” and 
“Mattie C’s Boy: The Shelley Stewart 
Story” — through which he has shared 

his story and his wisdom.
Also in his office are the numerous 

awards Stewart has garnered across 
decades. He’s received the American 
Advertising Federation’s Silver Medal 
Award. He’s been inducted into the 
Birmingham Business Hall of Fame 
and the Alabama Broadcasting Hall 
of Fame. The Southern Poverty 
Law Center gave him a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. And in the early 
1990s, he received the Drum Major 
of Justice Award from the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 

(SCLC) along with other activist artists 
like Maya Angelou.

Of all these accolades, however, 
Stewart said the one that has meant 
the most was the recent Putting People 
First Award he received from the 
Birmingham Mayor’s Office in October 
2022. The city of Birmingham honored 
Stewart during its annual AWAKEN 
event, which is held during the week of 
the Magic City Classic and celebrates 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Dr. Shelley Stewart: Legacy 
and lessons of ‘The Voice’

Dr. Shelley Stewart, radio voice for the Birmingham Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and successful businessowner, at his Shelby County home. 
(AMARR CROSKEY PHOTOS, FOR THE BIRMINGHAM TIMES)
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BEST EDITORIAL 
1st: The Trussville Tribune
TCS BOE hits homerun with Martin hire
by: Scott Buttram
2nd: The Alabama Baptist
Tragedy reminds us that sin-darkened 
world needs light of Christ
by: Jennifer Davis Rash
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
Alabama citizens and crime victims de-
serve real accountability
by: Paul DeMarco

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Snippets: Neighborhood wave means 
mow problems
by: Jonathan Stinson
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Snippets: Dead animals in road don’t 
belong on menu
by: Jonathan Stinson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Snippets: Some were born to run critters 
out of buildings
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN 
1st: Cahaba Sun
Payphoning it forward
by: Gary Lloyd
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Role reversal
by: Alana Smith
3rd: Village Living
In a world that’s hurting, you need 
stubborn hope
by: Kari Kampakis

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY 
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Commentary
by: Scott Buttram
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Snippets
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Lunar Llamas capture championship
by: Skip Vaughn
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
High school football preview
3rd: Village Living
High school football preview
by: Kyle Parmley

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: Vestavia Voice
Long time coming
by: Kyle Parmley
2nd: Hoover Sun
Bucs cap magical day
by: Kyle Parmley
3rd: Hoover Sun
Never gets old: Lady Bucs accomplish 
mission, win 3rd straight title
by: Kyle Parmley

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
One of one: Briarwood senior forges 
unique, necessary path
by: Kyle Parmley, Erin Nelson Sweeney
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Balancing father and coach
by: Kyle Parmley
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Lions seniors remembered for on-court  
production, off-court relationship
by: Kyle Parmley, Erin Nelson Sweeney

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Football career ends but another 
chapter begins
by: Skip Vaughn
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Try to understand the referees’ 
perspective
by: Skip Vaughn
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Let them celebrate
by: Kyle Parmley

BEST FEATURE 
PHOTO 
1st: The Trussville 
Tribune
Moody environ-
mental landfill fire
by: Ron Burkett
2nd: The 
Birmingham Times
Coping With Grief
by: Joe Songer
3rd: The 
Homewood Star
Ukrainian Soldier 
Rehab
by: Erin Nelson 
Sweeney

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Moody environmental landfill fire
by: Ron Burkett
2nd: The Birmingham Times
Mother’s Love
by: Joe Songer
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Puppy love 
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO 
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Moody environmental landfill fire
by: Ron Burkett
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Straight-line winds leave their mark
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: Hoover Sun
Making Plays
by: Erin Nelson Sweeney
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Moody receiver KD Barnes with a touch-
down against Southside Gadsden
by: Ron Burkett
3rd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
One of one, Emmi Claire Willoughby
by: Erin Nelson Sweeney

The Hoover Sun 
Best Sports Single 
Event Story

280 Living - Best Sports Photo
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BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: The Birmingham Times
Works of Art
by: staff
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Celebrating the 2023 Grads
by: Erin Nelson Sweeney
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Army band sets week’s tone with concert 
in park
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS 
1st: The Alabama Baptist
Taking Care
by: Lauren Grim
2nd: The Birmingham Times
Black History Month
by: Kacy Sesser-Dorne’
3rd: The Alabama Baptist
5 ways pastors can help families navigate 
social media
by: Lauren Grim

BEST HEADLINE 
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Flying High: Briarwood student soars 
with epilepsy awareness efforts 
by: Jon Anderson
2nd: Hoover Sun
Food For Our Journey: Nonprofit fills 
gaps to nourish stomachs, spirits, souls
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: Lider News (Birmingham)
Tragedia Ambiental, Chernobil Quimico 
en EEUU
by: Gerardo Flores, Adriana Sanchez

BEST SPECIAL SECTION 
- NEWSPRINT 
1st: The Birmingham Times
Black History From Science to Sports
by: staff
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Breast Cancer Awareness 2023
by: staff
3rd: The Alabama Baptist
Aging Well
by: staff

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: 280 Living 
(Birmingham)
Under the Lights
2nd: The Redstone 
Rocket (Huntsville)
Global Force Symposium
3rd: The Redstone 
Rocket (Huntsville)
Engineers Week 2023

CREATIVE USE 
OF MULTIMEDIA 
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Unscripted
by: Brandon Dawkins, Scott 
Buttram, and Ron Burkett
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Sports LIVE!
by: Zack Steele, Johnny 
Sanders, and John Goolsby
3rd: Village Living 
(Mountain Brook)
Jemison Park Trail Renova-
tions

ONLINE 
BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2 killed in Tennessee National Guard 
helicopter crash
by: staff
2nd: Hoover Sun
Hoover school board to meet Thursday 
about potential superintendent search
by: Jon Anderson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Outbound Lanes at Gate 1 temporarily 
closed
by: staff

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
1st: Hoover Sun
Hero Dougnuts opens in Hoover
by: Erin Nelson Sweeney
2nd: Lider News (Birmingham)
Justice for Carmen Lopez
by: Gerardo Flores, Adriana Sanchez

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Redstone Rocket Facebook
by: staff

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: Hoover Sun
Under the Lights Podcast
by: Kyle Parmley, Gary Lloyd
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Rocket brief
by: staff

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 MIN.) 
1st: Hoover Sun
Spain Park High Class of 2023 Gradua-
tion Cap Toss
by: Jon Anderson
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2023 Veterans Day Parade
by: Jonathan Stinson

3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Redstone pulls back curtain on global 
operations
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 MIN.)  
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
December is drugged and drunk driving 
prevention month
by: Jonathan Stinson
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Moody environmental landfill fire
by: Ron Burkett
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Get Ready for Back to School with Red-
stone’s School Liaison Officer
by: Jonathan Stinson
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pastors can help families 
navigate social media

I
n May, Dr. Vivek Murthy, 
the Surgeon General of the 
United States, issued a 25-
page advisory titled, “Social 
Media and Youth Mental 
Health,” detailing the dan-
gers of social media use 

among children and teens and what 
parents, government agencies, tech 
companies and others can do about it.

If you’re a pastor, you’ve likely 
heard about or seen parents in your 

church struggle with how to lead 
their children to use social media 
wisely or abstain from it entirely. 
I do not envy those parenting 
pre-teens and teenage children 
today who have to endure 

endless requests for social 
media access from their 

desperate, peer-pressured 
children. It is not an easy 

position for parents, to 
be sure, even if the 

data and wis-
dom are clear.

How can 

you as a pastor help parents with 
the matter of social media and their 
children?

This is a broad topic, and a pleth-
ora of perspectives can fall within 
the scope of wisdom. But here are a 
few pieces of advice for pastors who 
want to help parents.

1. Encourage research  
    and thoughtfulness.

If you’re a pastor, you would be 
wise to read widely about social 
media and its effects on the hearts, 
souls and minds of people. 

Your own church leadership expe-
riences may have made you all too 
aware of how social media can be 
divisive or lead people astray. But it 
can still be helpful to read articles 
and books about social media and its 
effects in order to see how common 
your experiences are.

Likewise, you should encourage 
parents to read and learn about so-
cial media and its effects on their 
children. Take the time to read the 
advisory produced by the surgeon 
general’s of�ce. Read books about 
social media and psychology or so-
cial media and faith. Read articles 
about the same. Parents need to be 
willing to do some homework about 
this issue if they want to help their 
kids.

2. Take children’s  
    requests seriously.

While serving in student ministry, 
I’ve spoken with scores of parents 
about when their children should be 
allowed to have a phone or access to 
social media. My answer is always 
the same, and it really isn’t a cop-
out no matter how much it sounds 
like it. 

There is no “right” answer. My 
general advice is that the longer 
parents can keep their kids off social 
media, the better.

However, pastors and parents need 
to realize that kids who beg to be on 
social media have a case. 

And they should take it seriously 
because a lack of access to social 
media has resulted in bullying and 
other negative social effects. These 
should not be taken lightly. 

Pastors should advise parents to 
have good, fruitful conversations 
about their children’s requests.

3. Establish realistic and  
    enforceable restrictions.

Pastors and parents alike prob-
ably recognize the importance of 
this. If you want to take social media 
seriously, you need to be willing to 
restrict access to it. This is true for 
anyone who uses social media, not 
just children.

Pastors, if the parents in your 
church have already let their chil-
dren onto social media, you can’t 
un-ring that bell. So the next best 
thing is to limit social media use as 
effectively as possible.

Realistic restrictions may vary but 
no one really needs to be on social 
media for more than an hour per 
day. Most new phones, tablets and 
computers have features that allow 
for restrictions. Use them.

4. Create and maintain  
    an environment of  
    openness.

Unfortunately, this is probably one 
of the most overlooked or taken-for-
granted aspects of our families’ rela-
tionship with social media. 

In parenting, we simply don’t 
talk about our social media activity 
enough. 

Pastors, parents likely feel a bit 
intimidated when they think about 
talking with their children about 
what they’re doing on social media. 

Some parents may be afraid to 
know what their kids are getting into 
— and with good reason.

If parents have decided to let their 
children on social media, that privi-
lege must come with openness and 
honesty about social media use.

Parents cannot rely on surveil-
lance software alone to monitor their 
children’s online activity. Such soft-
ware is far too easy to get around. 

Parents and children alike would 
be best served by an atmosphere of 
openness and honesty about social 
media use. 

No one is served when parents 
shame kids for getting into content 
they shouldn’t.

Give grace. Show humility. Love 
children even when they sin online.

5. Exemplify wise use.

This one is pretty simple. Pastors 
need to advise parents that they can-
not lead children where they them-
selves will not go. 

Parents are going to have a hard 
time keeping their kids off their 
phones at the dinner table if mom 
and dad are scrolling their preferred 
social media platforms in between 
bites.

It’s going to be hard for parents 
to put limits on their son’s YouTube 
usage if their son has trouble get-
ting his parents’ attention away from 

their phones anytime he has a 
question while working on his 
math homework.

This doesn’t mean parents need 
to be perfect social media users to 
lead their kids well in this space, 
but they can’t be hypocritical ei-
ther. 

A child is going to have a hard 
time listening to parenting about 
wise social media use if the par-
ents can’t do it themselves.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story 
was originally published by 
Lifeway Research. 

We would love to hear about 
your family or youth group’s 
experiences regarding social 
media and the conversations 
needed. Email us at news@
thealabamabaptist.org.
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By Chris Martin

Lifeway Research

Photo by Freepik Unsplash.com

“In parenting, we simply don’t talk 
 about our social media activity enough.” 

—CHRIS MARTIN
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A MUJER TRAS 
ACCIDENTE 

MÁS 
INFO 

EN 
PAG. 
A16

TRAGEDIA 
AMBIENTAL

REDACCIÓN
• LÍDER NEWS •

Un tren de Norfolk Southern se desca-
rriló y explotó entre Ohio y Pensilva-
nia ocasionando una catástrofe en la 

zona y el país entero. 
• Cincuenta de sus 150 vagones quedaron 

destrozados y algunos se consumieron en un 
incendio colosal. Diez de ellos trasladaban sus-
tancias tóxicas.

FEl alcance medioambiental del percan-
ce todavía está por determinarse, así como las 
implicaciones legales y las consecuencias sani-
tarias para East Palestine, el pueblo de 5,000 
habitantes donde se produjo el volcamiento. 

• Los vagones accidentados transportaban 
cloruro de vinilo, un gas que se usa como pre-
cursor del plástico, y es altamente inflamable. 
La exposición a esta sustancia está relaciona-
da con diferentes tipos de cáncer, principal-
mente de hígado. 

FAnte la imposibilidad de recogerla, se 
procedió a una quema controlada, que obligó 
a la evacuación de East Palestine, aunque una 
semana después los residentes estaban de 
vuelta en el pueblo sin que se hubiera deter-
minado con exactitud el riesgo que suponía la 
nube de humo procedente de la incineración.

F Lynn Goldman, decana de la Escuela 
de Salud Pública de la Universidad de Wash-
ington, advirtió que las partículas invisibles 
de este gas que persisten en el ambiente son 
más peligrosas que los vapores resultantes de 

su quema.
FEvan Lambert, corresponsal del medio 

'NewsNation', fue esposado y retenido por 
cinco horas por la policía local el 8 de febrero, 
y podría enfrentar cargos criminales por con-
ducta desordenada y allanamiento criminal. 
El gobernador Mike DeWine aseguró que no 
había autorizado el arresto, y que ni siquiera se 
había enterado del hecho.

FNorfolk Southern enfrenta una de-
manda federal interpuesta por residentes que 
exigen que la operadora se comprometa a cos-
tear monitoreos de salud en los dos estados 
afectados.

FEn redes sociales, muchos usuarios se 
preguntan si se está recibiendo toda la infor-
mación necesaria sobre lo que algunos califi-
can de un “Chernobyl químico”, y políticos han 
comenzado a relacionar con esta tragedia los 
recientes avistamientos y derribos de objetos 
voladores no identificados en el espacio aéreo 
estadounidense, que según ellos estarían sien-
do usados como una forma de distracción.

FDe acuerdo con la Agencia de Protec-
ción Ambiental (EPA), el resto de sustancias 
tóxicas que se encontraban en los vagones se 
están filtrando por las vías fluviales cercanas, 
lo que está ocasionando la muerte de muchos 
peces y ganado de la zona.  • EPA se asegura 
que, a pesar de haber tomado medidas para 
minimizar los daños, los esfuerzos no se cen-
traron en la protección del agua potable lo que 
implica un gran riesgo. 

) LO QUE DEBES SABER:

BROTE DE VIRUS ESTOMACALES 
E INTESTINALES CONTAGIOSOS

)ALABAMA | PÁG 04 A

Un virus estomacal altamente contagioso está 
circulando en los EE.UU., con brotes informados en 14 
estados, incluyendo Alabama. A menudo denominado 
erróneamente como la "gripe estomacal", el virus altamente 
contagioso se transmite a través de alimentos, líquidos, 
superficies o personas contaminadas con el virus. Cualquiera 
es susceptible al norovirus, pero puede ser particularmente 
peligroso para los muy jóvenes o los ancianos.

¡PONE ESTATUA  
DE 3.7 METROS 

EN LOS ANGELES!

VICENTE
FERNÁNDEZ

MÁS 
INFO 

EN 
PAG. 
A04
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Cullman Times
by: Heather Casillas, staff
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Cullman Times
by: Debbie Miller, Amanda Tolbert
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Santa Fe
by: staff
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
First Assembly of God Graduation
by: Zack Bates
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
The Groom Haus
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)

Sam the Bugman
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Knight-Free Insurance Agency 
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom
3rd: The Outlook 
(Alexander City)
Go Pro Wildlife
by: Audra Spears

BEST SINGLE AD 
OVER 1/2 PAGE, B/W
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Moriroku Technology North America 
Graduation
by: LaShawna Raines, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
RTI Progress
by: LaShawna Raines, Emily Wooten
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
City of Clanton
by: Zack Bates

BEST SINGLE AD 
OVER 1/2 PAGE, 
COLOR
1st: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Foothills Festival
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
Bevill State
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Hufham Farris

       by: Audra Spears, Renee Trice

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Graduation Magazine
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Progress - Opportunity Knocks!
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler, Kenneth 
Boone
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Progress Edition 

BEST ONE TIME 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Boom Days Event Schedule and Map
2nd: The Cullman Times
Bloomin Festival 2023
by: Heather Casillas, staff
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Easter Coloring Book

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Hop, Hop, Hooray
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: The News Courier (Athens)
150 Years
by: Glenda Smith, Heather Casillas, 
Angie Christopher
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Santa Reads
by: Audra Spears

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Downtown Scottsboro
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
First State Bank SportsExtra
by: Nick Vizzinia
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
High Point Summer Selloff

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
People Read
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Cullman Times
Alabama/Auburn Football Schedule
by: Heather Casillas, staff
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Peach Living Real Estate
by: Zack Bates

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
PlayCore Jobs 
by: Emily Wooten, Linda Stiefel
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Classified Ad
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom
3rd: The Cullman Times
Medical Directory
by: Heather Casillas, staff

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Cullman Times
12 Reasons to Shop Local
by: Heather Casillas, staff
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Shop Local Cullman
by: Noah Galilee, Dustin Isom, Janet 
Chandler
3rd: The News Courier (Athens)
Miss Merry Christmas
by: Glenda Smith, Angie Christopher, 
Heather Casillas

The Cullman Tribune
Best Single Ad 1/2 page 
& under, B/W

The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Best Advertising Campaign www.fsbal.com

Henagar, AL 256-657-2200 | Grant, AL 256-728-8000

Fort Payne, AL 256-845-6101 | Rainsville, AL 256-638-2200

www.fsbal.com
Henagar, AL 256-657-2200 | Grant, AL 256-728-8000

Fort Payne, AL 256-845-6101 | Rainsville, AL 256-638-2200

www.fsbal.com
Henagar, AL 256-657-2200 | Grant, AL 256-728-8000

Fort Payne, AL 256-845-6101 | Rainsville, AL 256-638-2200
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Cullman Times
Class of 2023
by: Heather Casillas, staff
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Frontline Heroes Coloring Book
by: Audra Spears, Renee Trice, Hidey 
Arrington
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Business Card Directory
by: staff

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Cullman Times
C&E Fence
by: Heather Casillas, staff
2nd: The News Courier (Athens)
March Madness
by: Glenda Smith, Angie Christopher, 
Heather Casillas
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Winking Girl
by: Tippy Hunter, Audra Spears

BEST PRESENTATION 
OF ONLINE 
ADVERTISING 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
www.jcsentinel.com

2nd: The Cullman Tribune
www.cullmantribune.com
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff
3rd: The Cullman Times
www.cullmantimes.com

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING, 
SINGLE AD
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
SNF Designs
by: Hidey Arrington, Audra Spears
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Meek Dozer Services
by: Hidey Arrington, Audra Spears
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City
Holmes Guns
by: Hidey Arrington, Audra Spears

ONLINE REVENUE 
BUILDER
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Subscribe to The Cullman Tribune
by: Noah Galilee, Dustin Isom, Janet 
Chandler
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
DeKalb Magazine Promo
by: Emily Wooten

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES 
AWARD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Southern Star (Ozark)
by: staff
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W
1st: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville) (Guntersville)
Happy Birthday from the Pig 
by: Sherrie Hall 
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Oak View Animal Hospital
by: Rhett McCreight
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Chamber Christmas
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville) (Guntersville)
Sand Mountain Toyota
by: Sherrie Hall 
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Patton Patrick Graduation
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Valentines Day Ad
by: Evann Campbell, Vee Romero

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, B/W
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Veterans Day
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Small business awards
by: Rhett McCreight

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek Festival
by: Rhett McCreight
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Georgia-Pacific Football
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Georgia-Pacific Anniversary
by: Dee Ann Campbell

The News Courier
Best Use of Humor

NEWS COURIER WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023 PAGE 3A

OBITUARIES
Obituaries and death notices are published by The News Courier after they are 
received from funeral homes that are in charge of arrangements. All obituaries 
and death notices are available in our print, e-edition and at enewscourier.
com. A complete obituary may include information about the deceased’s family, 
career and other life information. Obituaries and photographs are published 
in print and online for a cost. Full obituaries are published as received from 
funeral homes and families. The News Courier reserves the right to edit death 
announcements.

No obituaries

REPORTS
County Calls

The Limestone County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following calls Tuesday.

March 27, 2023

Suspicious (person, item, 
vehicle)- 16000 block US 
Hwy 72, 25000 block Clem 
Road, US Hwy 31/Huntsville 
Brownsferry Road, Sandlin 
Road/Upper Ft. Hampton 
Road, Hwy 72/Mooresville 
Road, 25000 block Field-
stone Road
Animal related/livestock-
16000 block Crimson 
Street, 12000 block Davis 
Road, 26000 block Ed Ray 
Road, Bill Black/Sunflower, 
23000 block Miller Road, 
22000 block Sharp Road, 
20000 block Wallace Lane, 
16000 block Roslyn Lee 
Lane, 28000 block Cedar 
Hill Road, 27000 block Gat-
lin Road, Witty Mill Road (2 
calls)
Road hazard/debris- East 
Limestone Road/Beatline 
Road
Theft- Zehner Road/New 
Cut Road, 13000 block 
Oliver Lane, 17000 block 
Andrews Street
Disturbance- 25000 block 
Easter Ferry Road, 20000 
block Yarbrough Road, 
17000 block Bridgeforth 
Road
Criminal mischief- 16000 
block Buckskin Drive
Harassment- 700 block 
Houston Street S
Alarm- 22000 block US 
Hwy 72, 15000 block US 

Hwy 72, 12000 block Cop-
perfield Lane, 18000 block 
Prescott Road
Warrant- 5000 block US 
Hwy 72, Lincoln Coun-
ty Jail Tn, 14000 block 
Grubbs Road, 100 block 
Elm Street
SORNA compliance check-
21000 block Piney Chapel 
Road
Reckless/drag racing-
Garrett Road/Mooresville 
Road, Morris Road/Hwy 127

County Arrests

Limestone County Sheriff’s 
Office reported arrests 
on the following charges 
Tuesday.
• fourth-degree theft- mis-
cellaneous theft- less than 

$500, attempt to elude by 
any means
• fourth-degree theft- mis-
cellaneous theft- less than 
$500
• four counts third-degree 
theft- $500 to $1,499, 
chemical endangerment
• second-degree stalking
• fourth-degree theft- theft 
from yards- less than $500
• four counts obstruction of 
governmental operations
• possession of controlled 
substance, first-degree 
possession of drug para-
phernalia
• two counts drug traffick-
ing

County Thefts

Limestone County Sher-

iff’s Office reported the 
following thefts Tuesday.
• Athens- red Whiteman 
concrete mixer, Mar. 27, 
$3,100, Zehner Road and 
New Cut Road
• Madison- Smith & Wes-
son M&P .45 pistol, Glock 
42 .380 pistol, Mar. 26, 
$900, 13000 block Oliver 
Lane

City Arrests
The Athens Police Depart-
ment reported arrests 
on the following charges 
Tuesday.
• no insurance

City Thefts

The Athens Police Depart-

ment reported the follow-
ing thefts Tuesday.
• Athens- theft of property 
by deception, fake fifty dol-
lar bill, Mar. 27, 500 block 
S. Jefferson Street

City Incidents

The Athens Police Depart-
ment reported no incidents 

Police: Nashville shooter bought 
7 guns before school attack

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(AP) — The person who 
killed three children and 
three adults at a Chris-
tian school in Nashville 
legally bought seven fire-
arms in recent years and 
hid the guns from their 
parents before the attack, 
police said Tuesday.

The violence Monday 
at The Covenant School is 
the latest school shooting 
to roil the nation. Three 
9-year-old students were 
killed, as well as the head 
of the grade school, a cus-
todian and a substitute 
teacher.

The suspect, Audrey 
Hale, 28, was a former stu-

dent at the school. Police 
said the shooter did not 
target specific victims.

Authorities said Hale 
was not on their radar be-
fore the attack. Police say 
Hale was under a doctor’s 
care for an undisclosed 
emotional disorder.

Police have released 
videos of the shooting, 
including edited surveil-
lance footage that shows 
the shooter’s car driving 
up to the school, glass 
doors being shot out 
and the shooter ducking 
through one of them.

Additional video, from 
Officer Rex Engelbert’s 
bodycam, shows a wom-

an greeting police outside 
as they arrive at The Cov-
enant School on Monday. 
“The kids are all locked 
down, but we have two 
kids that we don’t know 
where they are,” she tells 
police.

“OK, yes, ma’am,” En-
gelbert replies.

The woman then di-
rects officers to Fellow-
ship Hall and says people 
inside had just heard gun-
shots.

Three officers, includ-
ing Engelbert, search 
rooms one by one, hold-
ing rifles. “Metro Police,” 
officers yell.

As alarms are heard 

going off in the school,
one officer says, “It
sounds like it’s upstairs.”

Officers climb stairs to 
the second floor and enter 
a lobby area. “Move in,” an 
officer yells. Then a bar-
rage of gunfire is heard.

“Get your hands away 
from the gun,” an offi-
cer yells twice. Then the 
shooter is shown motion-
less on the floor.

Police earlier said Hale 
had drawn a detailed map 
of the school, including 
potential entry points, 
and conducted surveil-
lance of the building be-
fore carrying out the mas-
sacre, authorities said.

Police: Impaired semi driver kills 4
KINGSPORT, Tenn. (AP) — The 

driver of a tractor-trailer that hit a 
van alongside an interstate in east 
Tennessee — killing four people 
who were changing a tire and crit-
ically injuring another — was im-
paired, police said.

Saul A. Carrera, 60, of New 
York, was driving a Peterbilt trac-
tor-trailer south on Interstate 81 
Sunday when the vehicle veered 
to the right onto the shoulder and 
sideswiped the white Chevrolet Ex-
press van, hitting five males who 

were trying to repair the tire, King-
sport Police said in a statement. 
Afterward, the tractor-trailer con-
tinued south for a short distance 
before jack-knifing and overturn-
ing, police said.

Jesse James Delacruz, 49, of Fay-
etteville, Tennessee; Jose Urbano 
Serrano Ramos, 25, of Crossville, 
Alabama; a 17-year-old male from 
Crossville; and another male who 
hasn’t yet been identified were 
killed. A 17-year-old male from 
Gasden, Alabama, was taken to the 

hospital in critical condition, but he 
was later updated to stable, police 
said. Three men from Gasden who 
stayed in the van weren’t injured.

“Based upon officers’ obser-
vations and evidence collected 
at the scene, investigators estab-
lished probable cause to deter-
mine that Mr. Carrera was op-
erating the tractor-trailer while 
impaired,” the police statement 
said. It did not elaborate, and po-
lice said no further information 
would be released.

YOU LIVE 
AS LONG 
AS YOU ARE
REMEMBERED. 

 Russian proverb

Build a lasting memorial by honoring a 
loved one from an archived obituary.

Inspire families and friends to celebrate the life 
of a lost loved one by sharing stories, leaving 
tributes, or posting photos in their memory.

Claim your loved one’s story today 
to celebrate a life remembered
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Advocate - Best Single Ad 

Over 1/2 Page, Color

Daily Mountain Eagle - 
Best Single Ad Over 1/2 
page, Color
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Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Visitors Guide 2023
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football 2023
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
First and Goal, Football 2023
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST ONE TIME 
SPECIAL SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Profile 2023
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Graduation 2023
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Coloring Book

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Graduation Promotions
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football house ad 
by: Connor Bucy, Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Graduation Teaser
by: Connor Bucy

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Bark in the Park
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
United Way

3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Coosa Valley MRI

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Home Improvement Page
by: Evann Campbell, Vee Romero
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)

Senior Picnic
by: Rhett McCreight
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Vulcan Wanted Dead Not Alive
by: Rhett McCreight

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Truck and Trailer auction
by: Vee Romero
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Alabama Farmers
by: Octavia Campbell
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Swafford Hokes Bluff Auction
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Home Improvement
by: Evann Campbell, Vee Romero
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Worship
by: staff
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Sardis Baseball
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Visitors Guide 2023
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football 2023
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Menu Guide
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)

ACE Santa’s workshop
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
ACE Gibson Body Shop
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek Dental Halloween
by: Rachel Henderson

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com
2nd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
www.sandmountainreporter.com
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING, 
SINGLE AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek Dental
by: Rachel Henderson
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek Dental Halloween
by: Rachel Henderson
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Oak View Animal Hospital
by: Rhett McCreight

ONLINE REVENUE 
BUILDER
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Gain Access
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Newsletter subscription
by: staff
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
SUNTV Football
by: Dee Ann Campbell

Shelby County Reporter - 
Best Original/Creative Idea

The Sand Mountain Reporter 
Best Niche Publication
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
3rd: The Dadeville Record

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Dadeville Record
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, B/W
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Remembering the Past-Howard Ballard
by: Tammy Andrews
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Remembering our Past-June’s Cafe
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Remembering our Past-Watermelons
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Taco Tuesdays
by: Breanna Minter
2nd: The Greenville Standard
Butler County Farmer’s Market
by: Michelle Styron
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Kidz World
by: Michelle Key

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, B/W
1st: The Greenville Standard
Butler County Farmer’s Market
by: Michelle Styron

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
First State Bank Best of Luck Football 
Season
by: Breanna Minter

2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Los Amigos
by: Michelle Key
3rd: The Dadeville Record
J.A. Smith, LLC
by: Hidey Arrington

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
FYI
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler
2nd: The Dadeville Record
Dadeville Magazine
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler, Kenneth 
Boone
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Horizons
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Lee County Fair
by: Michelle Key
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Wetumpka Herald Celebrating 125 Years
by: staff
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Congratulations, Lineville 8U Boys!

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Today a reader, tomorrow a leader
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Feed Your Brain
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
Cup of Tea
by: Audra Spears

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 

1st: The Observer (Opelika)
USA Town Center
by: Michelle Key
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Angel’s Antiques
by: Michelle Key
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Butler County Fair
by: Michelle Styron

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
People Read the Newspaper
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Trike-A-Thon 1st Bank
by: Breanna Minter
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
100 days of school 1st Bank
by: Breanna Minter

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: The Greenville Standard
Coleman Realty
by: Bruce Branum
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
For Sale
by: Michelle Key

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Wetumpka High School Spirit Banner
by: staff
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Shelter Pets
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
Signature Page
by: Michelle Key

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Elmore County First Responders 
Coloring Book
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County-December 2023
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County-May 2023

The Greenville Standard 
-  Best Single Ad 1/2 page 

and under, color

BY BRUCE BRANUM
The Greenville Standard

Clay Hill Animal Clinic an-
nual rabies vaccination clinic is
approaching soon and will be
making its way through differ-
ent Butler County communities
to provide rabies clinics for resi-
dents who live in rural areas.

According to Clay Hill Ani-
mal Clinic, they clinics will be-
gin June 5 and continue
through June 9.

On Monday, June 5, clinics
will be held at Industry Com-
munity Center at 5 p.m.,
McKenzie Methodist Church at
5:45 p.m. and Long Creek at
6:45 p.m.

On Tuesday, June 6, clinics
will be held at Central Commu-
nity Center at 5 p.m., Pigeon
Creek Community Center at
5:30 p.m. and Mt. Pleasant Bap-
tist Church at 6:15 p.m.

On Thursday, June 8, clinics
will be held at Waller’s Store at
9 a.m., David Jones at 10 a.m.,
Forest Home at 10:30 a.m.,
Brushey Creek at 3:15 p.m.,
Georgiana Community Center

at 4 p.m., Starlington at 5 p.m.
and Shacklevill at 6 p.m.

On Friday, pet owners can
bring their animals to Clay Hill
Animal Clinic’s location on
North Conecuh Street from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. for their all-day
clinic. No appointment is neces-
sary.

Rabies is a deadly illness for
animals, so it is important to get
pets an annual rabies shot.

According to an article on
the Center for Disease Control
(CDC) website, any mammal
can get rabies. “The rabies virus
infects the central nervous sys-
tem of mammals, ultimately
causing disease in the brain and
death,” the article states. “The
vast majority of rabies cases re-
ported to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) each year occur in wild
animals like bats, raccoons,
skunks, and foxes, although any
mammal can get rabies.”

That is why it is important to
get one’s pets rabies shots be-
cause the illness is preventable.

Cost per shot during the ra-
bies clincs is $12. For more in-
formation, call Clay Hill Animal
Clinic at 334-382-5209.

Locally Owned, Community Committed
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Through wisdom a house is built, 

And by understanding it is 

established;

By knowledge the rooms are filled 

With all precious and pleasant 

riches. Proverbs 24:3-4 (NKJV)

Owner: Ricky Crysell at 334-382-0632 (Licensed and Insured)
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Obituaries 3
Sports 5
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JOIN THE FAMILY! GET RESULTS!JOIN THE FAMILY! GET RESULTS!

Owner: Craig Waller ~ 211 Cedar St. Greenville, AL ~ 334-371-4FITOwner: Craig Waller ~ 211 Cedar St. Greenville, AL ~ 334-371-4FIT

•  •  E x t r e m e  F i t n e s s  A r e aE x t r e m e  F i t n e s s  A r e a
•  •  C a rd i o  A r e aC a rd i o  A r e a
•  •  C l a s s e sC l a s s e s
•  •  Pe r s o n a l  Tr a i n i n gPe r s o n a l  Tr a i n i n g

•  •  K i d s  C a r e  A r e aK i d s  C a r e  A r e a
•  •  J u i c e  B a rJ u i c e  B a r
•  •  S a u n aS a u n a
•  •  S h o w e r sS h o w e r s

L a r g e s t  F r e e  We i g h t ,  L a r g e s t  F r e e  We i g h t ,  
C a r d i o  &  S t r e n g t h C a r d i o  &  S t r e n g t h 

s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e as e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a

GREENVILLE 24 HOUR FITNESSGREENVILLE 24 HOUR FITNESS

FORT DALE
RAISES
FUNDS FOR
SAMPLEY
SEE PAGE 5

Commission resolves to fund
Butler County School System

At theTuesday, May 9, Butler County Commissionmeeting,
several members representing the Butler County School
System (BCSS) were at themeeting to receive a resolution the
commission passed inMarch. The resolution gives the BCSS
25%of themonthly Simplified Sellers UseTax. This tax
represents sales tax collected from products/items bought
through the internet. Pictured (L-R) are AllinWhittle (Butler
County Commissioner), Michael Nimmer (Butler County Board
of Educationmember), Danny Bond (Butler County Sheriff),
Martha Lewis (Butler County School System Chief School
Finance Officer), Joe Eiland (Butler County School System
Superintendent), Joey Peavy (Butler County Commissioner),
Carolyn Crenshaw (Butler County Board of Education
member),and JesseMcWilliams (Butler County Commissioner).
(Bruce Branum |The Standard)

Rabies clinics
start June 5

Close-up of a dog during late-
stage ("dumb") paralytic
rabies. Animals with "dumb"
rabies appear depressed,
lethargic, and uncoordinated.
Gradually they become
completely paralyzed.When
their throat and jawmuscles
are paralyzed, the animals
will drool and have difficulty
swallowing. (CDC/Barbara
Andrews)

The BCCF
starts a
garden

Pictured (L-R) are
Butler County

Commissioner Allin
Whittle, master

gardener Robert
Feagin, Butler County

Extension agent
Sharlean Briggs, and
Butler County Sheriff
Danny Bond standing

next to a garden,
which was planted on
Thursday, May 4, at
the Butler County

Correctional Facility.
See Page 8 formore
information. (Bruce

Branum |The
Standard)
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Wedowee Marine Santa Claus
by: Breanna Minter
2nd: The Greenville Standard
Stuckey’s Barber Shop
by: Bruce Branum
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Pet Salon
by: Michelle Styron

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com
2nd: The Greenville Standard
www.thegreenvillestandard.com
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING, 
SINGLE AD
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Better Life Veterinary
by: staff
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Parker Tire
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
Community Hospital
by: staff

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE AND UNDER, 
COLOR
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Amber Falls
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Apricot Lane
by: Ted Perry
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
AB Artistry
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
We’ll Do It
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Rebelution
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Women in Business

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Home & Garden
by: Emily VanderMey

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Ritch’s Pharmacy
by: Emily VanderMey
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
Scott Kitchen and Bath
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Bennett Nursery
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Pet Vet Express/Animal Hospital of the Hills
by: Ted Perry

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Under the Lights

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Joe Falconer “Steer” Realtor
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Triple H Rvs Thanksgiving
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Triple H Rvs Spooktacular
by: Rhonda Stennett, Donna Counts

280 Living - 
Best Single Ad 1/2 Page 

and Under, Color

The Redstone Rocket - 
Best Use of Humor

56
55

85
-1

www.triplehrvs.com

SAVINGS EVENT
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 31ST

LAST OF THE 2023s
HUGE SAVINGS

While they last!Call Us Now!

256-830-5024 Visit Us! 2405 Jordan Lane NW, Huntsville, AL 35816

The Wetumpka Herald -
Best In-Paper

Promotion of Newspaper

SUBSCRIBE TODAY.
256-234-4281

alexcityoutlook.com | alexcityoutlook.com/dadevillerecord
thewetumpkaherald.com | tallasseetribune.com

FEED YOUR BRAIN

al

BE A READER
NOW OPEN 
IN HOOVER

4730 Chace Circle S, 
Suite 108

Hoover, AL  35244

205-777-3132 | apricotlaneboutique.com

Come in and 
meet the owner 
Stacey Sparks 

today!

People, events and culture in the Lake Region

Lake Martin

August 2023
www.lakemagazine.life/lakemartinliving

Living

Changes
at Pursell Farms

Downtown museum
expands footprint

Dadeville's
New Mural

Lake Martin Living - 
Best Cover Photo or 

Illustration

Lake Wedowee Life - 
Best Single Ad

Live Lee - 
Best Sports Feature
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Magazine Contest

DIVISION M Associate Member Magazines 
Active Member Newspaper Affiliated and Non-Affiliated

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR
1st: Huntsville Magazine
by: Takara Swoopes, CJ Byrd
2nd: Homewood Life Magazine
3rd: Lake Magazine

BEST SINGLE FEATURE 
STORY
1st: Walker magazine
A vivid life: Veteran Randy Fielding talks 
of photography, time serving country
by: Nicole Smith
2nd: Homewood Life Magazine
Forever Aniah
by: Madoline Markham Koonce, Lindsey 
Culver
3rd: Jackson Magazine
Veterans Helping Veterans
by: Hunter Jones, Ashley Colon, Eliza-
beth Law

BEST PERSONALITY 
PROFILE
1st: Hoover’s magazine
Legend on the Links
by: Lauren Dowdle, Blair Ramsey
2nd: Lake Martin Living
Tommy G
by: Ben Smith
3rd: Beachin’
Class is in session: Sand Castle University
by: Kayla Green

BEST BUSINESS 
FEATURE
1st: Live Lee
Every Flavor, All The Colors
by: Kendyl Hollingsworth
2nd: Homewood Life Magazine
The American Dream
by: Carmen Brown, Blair Ramsey
3rd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
He Brews
by: Amy Bailey, Nadia Kidd, Eddie Hurskin

BEST TRAVEL FEATURE
1st: Homewood Life Magazine
Eat, Drink and Be Merry in Napa
by: Christiana Roussel
2nd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Choose Your Fall Adventure
by: Amy Bailey

3rd: DeKalb Living
Welcome to Alabama!
by: Mark Harrison

BEST CULINARY 
FEATURE
1st: Huntsville Magazine
Tom Brown’s Restaurant Opens Doors to 
New Location
by: Gianna Hudson, Takara Swoopes, 
Dokk Savage
2nd: Homewood Life Magazine
A Chop Above
by: Brenda Ladun
3rd: Community Matters
Food Truck Frenzy
by: Cayla Grace Murphy, Cheyenne 
Sharp

BEST SPORTS FEATURE
1st: Hoover’s magazine
Legend on the Links
by: Lauren Dowdle, Blair Ramsey
2nd: Live Lee
Spokes of Life
by: Hannah Goldfinger
3rd: Lake Magazine
Fishing for a Living
by: Ben Smith, Audra Spears, Kenneth 
Boone

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Lake Martin Living
July 4th in Review
by: Kenneth Boone, Cliff Williams, Lizi 
Arbogast Gwin
2nd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Life In Leather
by: Ty Cole, Amy Bailey
3rd: Huntsville City Lifestyle Magazine
Family Is Everything, Thanksgiving With 
The Garcia Family
by: Joe Davis

BEST SINGLE 
PHOTOGRAPH
1st: Community Matters
A Dream Come True - Santa Maria della 
Pieta
by: Sherry Brown
2nd: Beachin’
Oyster Farms
by: Micah Green

3rd: Lake Magazine
Sunset Shoreline
by: Kenneth Boone

BEST INDIVIDUAL 
WEBSITE
1st: Huntsville Magazine
www.huntsvillemagazine.com
by: Takara Swoopes
2nd: Lake Wedowee Life
www.lakewedoweelife.com
by: Leisel Caldwell
3rd: Community Matters
www.cullmantribune.com/cullman-com-
munity-matters-magazine.com
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, staff

BEST SINGLE AD
1st: Homewood Life Magazine
Mantooth Interiors
2nd: Lake Wedowee Life
Bobbers Bar and Grill
by: Kelly Caldwell
3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
Cookie Fix

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN OR SERIES
1st: Community Matters
Cullman Economic Development 
Agency-Working Together to Make a 
Difference
by: Noah Galilee, Dustin Isom, Janet 
Chandler
2nd: Live Lee
Glynn Smith Chevrolet/GMC
by: Michelle Key
3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
At Home

BEST HOUSE AD OR 
SELF-PROMOTION
1st: Lake Wedowee Life
What You Make at the Lake Recipe 
Contest
by: Leisel Caldwell
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
What’s Happening This Weekend
by: Takara Swoopes
3rd: Community Matters
Subscribe to The Cullman Tribune
by: Dustin Isom

BEST OVERALL DESIGN
1st: Huntsville Magazine
by: Takara Swoopes
2nd: Lake Magazine
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler, Kenneth 
Boone
3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
by: Kate Green, Jamie Dawkins

BEST COVER PHOTO OR 
ILLUSTRATION 
1st: Beachin’
The Sand Shaper
by: Micah Green
2nd: Hoover’s magazine
Summer
by: Blair Ramsey
3rd: Lake Martin Living
Dadeville’s new Mural
by: Jim Denney

BEST THEMED ISSUE
1st: Walker magazine
Celebrating 150 Years of the Daily 
Mountain Eagle
2nd: INDY Magazine
Showtime at the community theater
3rd: Lake Wedowee Life
Wedowee’s Got Talent
by: Lake Wedowee Life Staff

BEST COLUMN
1st: Lake Magazine
Nature of the Lake
by: Kenneth Boone
2nd: Lake Martin Living
Culture Shock
by: Lacey Howell
3rd: Lake Martin Living
Medical News
by: George Miranda

BEST COMMUNITY EVENT
1st: Lake Magazine
Plug Day
by: Betsy Iler, Audra Spears
2nd: Lake Magazine
Clean Up Honor Roll
by: Betsy Iler, Ben Smith, Audra Spears
3rd: Huntsville Magazine
The Fall Soiree
by: Takara Swoopes, CJ Byrd



• Set aside copies of your best 2024 work now!

• When ready to submit entries in contest portal, check that entry 	
titles and bylines are entered correct.

• Be sure you are submitting entries considering the category 
description and guidelines in the rule books.

• Remember that General Excellence and Advertising Sweepstakes 
are categories that consider points from other categories - the 
more categories won, the higher points towards GE and AS.

• Many entries require the use of a paywall. Consider uploading 
a pdf or other version instead or in addition to. Some categories 
have over 20 entries and for judges, it can be tedious to have to 
log in to 20+ newspaper websites.

TIPS FOR 
SUCCESS


